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An Hignble Petition 10 the Right Honourable 


the Lords and Commons fſembled in Parliament. * 


AT Lords and noble Gentlemen, You have fully expreſſed 
M your Zeal to God and his Church in; making Laws for 
Unaity in Faith, and Umitormity inDitcipline-:. for, as our Sa- 
viourſaid,, 4 Kingdom dimded againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand ; to 
the ſame: may-certainlybe faid'of a Church; the reafon being 
the ſame for-both: And I call the Searcher of all hearts,the God 
of life-and death, to'witneſs, that: Il would moſt readily, yea 
moſt joyfully acritice! allhave-1n»thisworld, my.lifeand all, 
that all Nozw<Conforwiſts were reduced/torour' Church. But it 
falls out moſt ſadly that your Eawshave not the deſired effe&t, 
our Church: is more and more divided ; ſuch is the perverſe na- 
ture of man, Niti-in Vetitum, obſtinately to oppoſe Authority, 
eſpecially: when they can pretend. the:colour-.of,:Religion anc 
Conſcience'z/\this carmesſo greatan applaute among the Vulgar 
({ti]] envious at Saperiors): that it 1s, as1t: were; Nuts to an Ape, 
{weeter to them than any other-thing this. world affords : for 
the enjoyment of this they will endure any thing, impriſonment, 
loſs of goods, yea fometime ot life a}ſo..: 'And this is it which 
mainly nourithes: our [Divitions, gives great. advantage'to the 
2rowth of Popery, and threatens the total :ruine of our Church, 
Many who were formerly very. zealous for our Church, ſeeing 
theſe our ſad diviſions, and not ſeeing thoſe of the Roman- 
Church, nor their groſs Superſtitions (which their Prieſts con- 
ceal till they have gormen faſt) are eably-ſeduced by their pre- 
tended Unity; and-daily fall from us. ' T his makes my heart to 
bleed, and'my ſoul with anguiſh ready to expire,rather than live 
to ſeethat diſmal day of relapſe into their manifold Idolatries. 
Wherefore I humbled my Soul beforeGod in faſting and prayer, 
begging dayly the caffiftance of” his holy:Spirit, to direct me to 
ſume healing Salve for theſe our bleeding Wounds : and there- 

| fore I have ſome reaſon to believe,that what 1s contained 1n theſe 
following Papers, comes from the great goodneſs of God, who 
never fails thoſe who ſeek him 1n humility and fincerity both, - 
which I am confident I have done 3 and this | am ſure of, that 

no Worldly deſigns have moved me to this, but have often 
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tempted meta give it over; I amalſo ſure, that there1snothing 


contained therein, which is contrary to the known Laws of 
the Land: in this only I confeſs I have tranſgrefſed 3 inputting 
it forth without licence, and for this I beg of God and you, as 
Naaman did of Eliſha, In this thing the Lord and you pardon 
your Servant ; and I hope you will ſay unto me as Ehſbadid un- 
tO Naagman, Go inpeace; and I farther hope this ſhall not caſt 
fuch a prejudice. upon it, as to make you calt it by, or read it 
with diſguſt. I do. not expe& you ſhould approve any thing 
upon the account of my ſeeking God in this, but upon my Rea- 
ſons alledged; nor do I expe& that upon my Reaſons you 
ſhould-approve all: yet 1 beſeech you ſerioully conſider all, and 
God of his infinite goodneſs dire you to that which may make 
for the Unity'of our Church, by yielding to weak ones (if not 
wiltul Ones alſo) as far as your Reaſon and Conſcience will 
permit : ſure you cannot fo loath all condeſcention, as not to 
loath more,and deteſt Papal confufion, which certainly comes 
on apace by ourdiviſion 3 and of two evils, both-Reaſon and 
Religion require us to chuſe the leſs; now doubtleſs you can- 
not think condeſcention (if evil at all, ſure not) ſo evil as Pa- 
pal Idolatry, and that Papiſtry is Idolatry, is fo clearly proved 
by our Learned Dr: StiJing fleet, as it were loſt labour eo fay 
more of it. Condeſcention may ſeem in ſome reſpeds impru- 
dent, but whether in this conjuncture of affairs x69 I 
beſeech you again conſider well. The Wiſeſt men have chan- 
ged their Counſels and Reſolves upon ſecond thoughts, much 
more uponexperience, and approaching evils not at firſt diſco- 
vered. Itts a common thing with Princes when they find their 
main enemies power encreaſe much, to make peace with lefler 
enemies, on conditions never before to be endured ; Self-pre- 
ſervation being the prime principle in all Creatures rational and 


irrational, ſpringing from Nature it ſelf, it ſhould in nature and 


reaſon over-ballance any other conſideration; and whatever is 
done tothis end, if not ſinfully dane, muſt needs be wiſely done. 
I moſt humbly beſcech the All-wife God, and ſole giver of wiſ- 
dom, to pour down his Holy and Wiſe Spirit upon. you. Amer. 


To 


To the Reaper 


Hriſtian Reader, ſo I term you, hoping you have in ſome meaſure the Spirit 
of Chriſt, and deſire it mare, the ſpirit of meckneſs, humility, charity, not 
to cenſure my errors, and enveigh againſt them, but to pity and endeavour to re- 
Gifie them, if you find any, and I aſſure you in the word of a Chriſtian, I hall 
be far more ready torecant, than to vent an error : If you be not thus Chriftianly 
diſpoſed, I earneftly beſeech you resd no furtner, for I am ſure you will be diſ- 
pleas'd with it : and can you thinkit wiſdom to run your ſelf into diſpleaſure? 
enjoy your preſent quiet, and let me reſt, But if you be ſo Chriſtianly diſpoſed as I 
mentioned , then I as earneſtly beg of you to proceed, to diſcover my errors and 
amend them. But percbance you will ack_ who Tam, why did I not tell you, by 
putting my name to this Pamphlet? I will ingennouſly confeſs the cauſe, I am a 
weak man, of great Paſſions, not able ro bear Commendations or Reproach ;my 
ſmall «bility puts me out of danger of the firſt, but in great fear of the later. 
Why then'was 1 ſo forward to publiſh my weakneſs ? to have it cured, yet truly I 
have not been very forward, for it is now above two years fince Thad #beſe 
thoughts, in which time I bave read and conferred all I could to diſcover if 1 
were in an error, but for all I yet could meet with, do not find it ſo, but hope all 
I ſay is truth, and that it may be uſeful to the Publique, in this preſent con- 
junGure of affairs. Therefore F proceed, and in the next place moſt bumbly be- 
ſeech all that read this, to lay ohlea all bias of intereft or education, both are very 
great, I am ſure 1 found it ſo very long before I could maſter them, and that of 
education moſt difficult ; were it not ſo, there conld not be that difference of 0- 
pinien in Chriſtian Religion, all allowing the Bible for the Rule of Faith, the 
Popiſts themſelogs do not reje@ it, but add to it the antbority of the Church. I 
ve#ily believe there are thouſaxds of Papiſts, Lutherans Calviniſts, both Learn- 
ed and Religious, who would lay down their lives for the truth they profeſs, and 
yet are divided in opinion meerly by education having in thcir youth ſo imprint- 
ed their own opinions-in their mind, as you may ſooner ſeparate their body than 
their opinion from their Soul, Nay, I have beard that among tbe Turks there 
are many wiſe and moderate perſons that are as zealous to maintain #heir ri- 
diculons. A\carOn' as we our Bible ; which cannot proceed from any thing but 
the ſtrong bias of education, which ſo wheels about and intoxieates their brain, 
And to ſay ſomewbat more particular of our ewn Nation here, Thrſe that bave 
been educated in that way as to ſit at the Communion, and baptize their Chil- 
dren without the Croſs, had rather ont thcſe Sacraments than uſe kneeling or 
the Croſt , and thoſe that bave been cducated in kneeling and croſſing, though 
they acknowledg they are meer Ceremonies indifferent, yet had rather omit the 
Sacraments, than omit the Ceremonies juſt as if a man bad rather ſtarve than 
eat bread baked in a Pan, becauſe he hath uſed bread baked in an Oven, So 
that Religion in many is really but their humor, fancy paſſeth for n_—= 
cnſton-e 
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To the Reader. 


euftome is more prevalent thin any argument. This is the thing which makes 
me fear I ſhall meet with very few that will calmly and in1ifferently conſgder 
what I write, butt will preſently '(Hartle at it as new and croſs to their Genius] 
or to their intereſt 'or thery reput 1tion, which they value above all, I meart the 
eſteem and kindneſs of their b:ſt friends and acquaintance, whoſe taunts and re.. 
proach they cannot bear z, but I bumbly beſeech them ta pauſe a while, and ly 
it by till the paſſion be over, "till they have maſtered all theſ e difficultieg. I be- 
ſeech them to-ſet before their eyes the beattty,t5e houcur the ſtedfattneſs of Truth ; 
the comfort, the delight, the everlaſting feliety of & clear an! refifie4 Conſci- 
ence ; then reſume it and conſider again. But they cry Piſh, *tis not worth 
it, "tis a ridiculous toy, and ſavours ſometbing of th? Sefarian : I grant there 
are ſome things among the Sefarians I approve of, I will not rejea and condemn 
any truth uttered, or any good attion performed thruzhb ſaid and done by the 
Devil. Tcoufider the things, and if good, embrace them, whoever utters them, 
thongh T deteſt bis errors in other things ; Tou will ſay the ſznie? then T heſcech 
you do the ſame, conſider what I ſay ſimply in it ſelf, whether the Papiſts or 
Anabaptiſts ſay the ſame.it matters not; I hope you will not rejet Chrift becauſe 
they both profefs him. | But if after all your ſerious patient unbiaft conſiderati- 
on you find it an errineaus contemptible Pampblet, yet contemrn not the perfon 
that: wrote it in the. ſincerity of his heart,” liftiyon receive the ſame meaſure 
og in from Chriſt, *whohath aſſured us, that ſhalt be bis rule, to meet mnto us 
the like. Chriſt died for the ſalvation of my poor ſoul as well as yours, contemn 
it nc>tberef.re, but endeavour to refifie it z if God hath given you more know- 
ledg and wiſdome than me, be not high-minded but tear, and let him that 
ſtands take heed:left hetall.. Thus T pray for yow, do you'the like for me, and 
however: we differ in Opinion, let us accord '#n Charity, and in Chriſt Feſwus the 
Redeemer of ws all, + Amen, i | [1 ORE TBD! WL 


Concerning 


Concerning Articles of Faith. 


® Hat which we commonly call the Apoſtles Creed, if it R# 
2 were not Compoſed by them, yet certainly” by Primi- 
tive and Apoſtolick Men, and propoſed as the Summe 4 
of Chriſtian Faith, the Summe total neceſlary to Salva- 
tion ; It can't be ſuppoſed they left out any thing 
which they thought neceſſary to Salvation, they might 
WSy as well have omitted half or all : as one Command- 

ment broken is the ſame in effect with all, ſo onene-_ 

celſary Principle of Faith denycd, Cancels all, and ſhuts 
outfrom Heaven, When I ſpeak of believing the Apoſtles Creed, I do not 
mean, that we believe all there contained with a Divine Faith becauſe it is there 
contained, for we have no aſſurance that the Apoſtles Compoſed that Creed ; 
but we are ſure-all that is in that Creed is evident in Scripture to any common 
underſtanding-; therefore we believe all with a Divine Faith. But I mention 
this Creed onely, to ſhew that the Primitive Church received this as the ſum to- 
tal of Faith neceffary to Salvation ; why not now? Is the ſtate of Salvation al- 
tered ? If it be compleat, what needs any other Article ? You would have men 
improve in Faith, ſo would I, but rather zntenſive than extenſive, to confirm 
it rather than enlarge it : One ſound grain of Muſtard-ſeed is better than a buſhel 
of unſound chafhe ituff, *Tis good to know all Goſpel-Truths, and to believe 
them, no doubt of that; but the Queſtion is not what is good, but what is ne- 
ceſſary. I pray remember the Treaſurer to Candace, Queenof Erhiopia, 
whom: Philip Inftructed in the Faith ; his time of Catechiſing was very ſhort, 
and ſoon proceeded to Baptiſm. But Philip firſt required a Confeſſion of his 
Faith, and the Eunuch made it, and I beſeech you Obſerveit; 1 believe that 
Feſus Chriſt is the Son of God: and iſtraitway he was Baptized. How ? no 
more than this ? No more; this little grain of Faith being ſound, believed with 
all his heart, purchaſed the Kingdom of Heaven : Had he believed the whole 
Goſpel with half his heart, it had been of leſs value in the fight of God; *tis 
not the Quantity, but the Quality of our Faith God requireth. But ſure the 
Eunuch was more fully Inftructed ; it may be you are ſure of it, but I could 
never yet meet with any aſſurance of it, nor any great probability of it; I am 


ſure he ſaw Philip no more, and I am ſure 7h;lip required no more, but 
. B Baptized 
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baptized him on this, and had the Eunuch departed this Life in the ſame in- 


- ſtant that Philip parted from him, I believe I have better aſſurance that this 


faith would have ſaved the Eunuch,* than any Man hath that he ever was taught 
more : Sce 1 Fohn 4.2. Every ſpirit that confeſſeth that Feſus Chriſt u come in the 
Fleſh, is of God: but the more the better {til] I grant, though no more neceſſary, 
Halt thou more Faith, have itto thy ſelf before God, 4appy is he who condemneth 
not himſelf in the thing which he 4llowetb; happy is he who is thankful to God 


- for having received much, and deſpiſeth not him that hath received little : God 


diſpenſeth his gifts and graces according to his free Will and Pleaſure, nor doth 
he _— more of any Man than according to the proportion he hath given, no 
ou!d we. 

Nothing hath cauſed more miſchief in the Church than the eſtabliſhing new 
and many Articles of Faith, and requiring all to afſent unto them. I am wil- 
ling to believe that zealous men endeavoured this with pious intentions to pro- 
mote that which they conceived Truth ; but by impoling it on the diffenters, 
cauſed furious Warrs, and lamentable Blood-ſhed among Chriſtians , Brother 
Fighting againſt Brother, and Murthering each other. Can there be any thing 
more irrational than to endeavour to promote the truth of the Goſpel contrary 
to the Laws of the Goſpel? to break an evident Commandment to eſtabliſh a 
doubtful Truth? I ſay, doubtful to him on whom it is impoſed, though ſeeming 
clear to him that impoſes it, If it were fully expreſs'd in Scripture-words, 
there would need no new Expreſſion, no new Article ; if it be not fully ex- 
prei{t in Scripture, but deduc'd from Scripture-Expreſſhons, then what one 
Man thinks clearly deduc'd, another may think not ſo; I mean, not another 
ignorant and weak, bur as learned, and as able. V Vhat more common than in 
Divinity and Philoſophy Schools ? One crys; this isa clear Demonſtration ; ano- 
ther crys, no ſuch matter, but flatly denies it. - Mens underſtandings are as va- 
rious as their Speech or their Countenance, otherwiſe it were impoſſible there 
ſhould be ſo: many. underitanding and moderate, yea, and conſcientious Men 
alſo, Papiſts, Lutberans, Calviniſts, all in ſuch Oppoſitionone againſt another, 
all believing Scripture, yet ſo differing in the deduQtions from Scripture. 
Truly 1 think him very defective in Charity, however he abound in Faith, 
who thinks all 'Papiſts or Lutherans, or Calviniſts malitiouſly .or wilfully 
blind. | 

As for my part, I think nothing can be more clearly deduc'd from Scripture, 
nothing more fully expreſs'd in Scripture, nothing more ſutable to Natural 
Reaſon, than that no Man ſhould be forc'd to believe, for no Man can. be forc'd 
to believe; you may force a Man to ſay this or that, but not to believe it. 
Firſt, as to Reaſon. Tf you bring a Man an evident Demonſtration, and he hath 
a Brain to underſtand your Demonſtration, he can't but afſent to it. If you 
hold a clear Printed Book with a clear Candle to a Man of clear Eyes and able 
to-read, he will certainly read; but if the Print be not clear, or the Candle 
or his Sight not clear, or he not Learned to read, can your force make mm 

read ? 


bl 


(3) 

read ? And juſt fo it is with our underſtanding, which is the eye of our Soul, 
and a demonſtration being as a candle to pive light; if then your demonſrati- 
on or deduction, or his under(tanding be-not clear, or he not learned, you 
may with a club daſh out his brains, but never cleer them. He then that be- 
lieves the Scripture, can't but believe what you cleerly demonſtrate from Scrip- 
ture, ifhe hath cleer brains ; if he hath not, your force may puzle and pud'e his. 
brains more by the paſſion of anger and hatred, make him abhor you and your 
arguments, but never lovingly embrace you or them ; and thus you may ha- 


zard his Soul by hatred, and your own Soul alſo by provoking him toit, but: . | 


never ſave his Soul by a true belief. But perchance you will conclude, he doth: 
not believe the Scripture, becauſe he doth not believe your arguments from 
Scripture; (a ſtrange concluſion) but what then ? would you, can you force him 
to believe the Scripture ? can you drive faith like a nail into his head or heart 
witha hammer ? nay, 'tis not in a, mans own power to make himſelf believe 
any thing farther then his reaſon ſhews him, much leſs divine things ; this is 
the peculiar work of Grace, and if Faith be the gift of God, your Argument 
cannot give it, nor your Hammer force it ; Arguments may be good Induce- 
ments, andif right, will prevail with thoſe to believe whom God hath ordain- 
cd to Eternal Life, but no other ; Preaching the Word is the means God him- 
ſelf hath appointed, but as for force, I can't find in the Goſpel either com- 
mandment or countenance given for it, If the Scripture command to ſpeak 
the truth in love, to inſtruct our Brother in the ſpirit of meekneſs, if, we are to 
pray and beſeech him to receive the grace of God, can any thing be more con- 
trary to Scripture Rule, then force and violence ? to what purpoſe then is force, - 
ſince it cannot make him believe the Goſpel ; and if he doth believe the Goſpel, 
he will, Iam ſure, he cannot chuſe but believe what you cleerly ſhew him is 
- contained there (ſuppoſing his brain to be clear); and l am alſo ſure, ifhe believe 
what is cleerly contained, he need not believe any thing elſe. The Scripture 
is our Rule of Faith compleat and full, the Scripture it ſelf tells us ſo, Fobn 20, 
31. Theſe things are written that you might believe,and be/ieving ye might have life; 
andour Saviour tells us, That in them we have Eternal Life, Fobn 5. 39. and the 
24. Tim. 3.15. St. Paultells us, The Scriptures are able to make us wiſe unto ſal- 
vation through faith which is in Chriſt Feſus,, all Scripture is given by inſpiration 
of God and is profitable for dorine, for reproof,, for correftion, for inſtruttion in 
righteouſneſs, that the man of God may be perfett, throughly furniſhed unto all good 
works, And I beſeech all men further to conſider what is ſaid Dewr. 12. 32. Thox 
ſualt not add thereto nor diminiſh from it ; and likewiſe how they will avoid the 
Curſe in the laſt of the Revelation, if they add to the words there written ; 
and ſuzely *risthe ſame Crime to add to any other Book of Scripture, Ifit be 
anſwered, They do not require us to believe it to be Scripture, I reply, They 
require men to believe it as Scripture, with Divine Faith, which is as bad, 
they make their own words equal with Gods word ; or if they ſay, they require 
not Divine Faith, then I am ſure itis no gg of Salvation whether I believe 
2 | it 


64) | - 
it or no,humane Faith cannot ſave. Thus you ſee how impettinent, how irrational, 
how impious it is, to require a man to believe any thirlg more than is cleerly con- 
tained in Scripture; and if it be clecrly contained there; he that believes Scripture 
and ſees it cleerly contained there, can't but believe it; if he do not ſee it cleerly 
F contained there, you can't force either his ſight or his Faith. Your force may make 
him blinder,but never ſce cleerer;may make him an Hypocrite, no true Convert, 
Again, Idelire all men ſoberly to conſider, Are not the prime and moſt ne- 
ceſſary Principles of Faith, the Trinity;..three Perſons and one God, the Incar- 
nation of Jeſus Chriſt, the ſame perſon to be God and Man, the Reſurrection 
of the Dead, that we ſhall riſe with the ſame Body, when one body may be 

W91F eaten and converted into ſeveral bodies, : and ſuch like : Are they not things 
£378 far above the higheſt reaſon and ſharpeſt underſtanding that ever had Man ; 

£37% yet we believe them, becauſe God (who cannot lye) hath declared them : is 
*. itnot then a ſtrange thing for any man to rake upon him to declare one titt!e 
more of them then God hath declared, ſeeing we underſtand not what is de- 
dared; I mean we have no comprehenſive knowledge ofthe matter declared, 
but only a believing knowledge, our Faith not our Reaſon reaches it : the Apo- 
ſles by the Scriptures teachus this, not the Schooles by Syllogiſmes. If then 
our Reaſon underſtands not what is declared, How can we by Reaſon make any 
deduction by way of Argument from that which we underl{tand not? As for 
Example. Some hold, That the Holy Ghoſt proceeds from the Father and the 
Son ; ſome,, that he proceeds from the Father by the Son. I pray, Doth any 
man underſtand how the Holy Ghoſt proceeds from the Father, from the Son, 
or by the Son ? no certainly, how then can he affirm or believe a tittle more of 
the Holy Ghoſt than the Holy Ghoſt hath declared ? Seeing, as I ſaid, He un- 
derſtands not at all what is declared. Diſcourſe muſt be of things intelligible, 
though Faith believes things not intelligible. Can any man prove, that 
rotation and Circulation are all one, who underſtands not what rotation 
or circulation is ? the like may be ſaid of proceſſion or miſhon of the Holy 
Ghoſt, The Scripture plainly tells, That the Holy Ghoſt proceeds from 
the Father, and that he is ſent by the Father, that he is ſent alſo by the Son, 
but whether he proceeds from the Son or by the Son, the Scripture is ſilent, and 
Lam therefore ignorant, having no knowledge at all of any Divine Myftcries 
but from the Scriptures. I grant, That by rational deductions and humane 
way of argumenting, *tis probable, that the Holy Ghoſt proceeds from the 
Sonas from the Father ; but if in divine matters we once give way to humane 
deductions, a cunning Sophiſter may ſoon lead a weak Diſputant into many 
Errours. By humane deduction you may infer, that the Son is inferiour to the 
Father as begotten by him, the Holy Ghoft inferiour to both,being ſent by both ; 
with us the leſs is ſent by the greater; by humane deduction from three di- 
ſtinct perſons you may prove three diſtin&t ſubſtances; I hope you will.make 
no ſuch inferences in the Divine Perſons, Again, What a buſineſs have the 
'School-Men made about theſe words of our Saviour ; This is my. Body : with 
their 
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their predicatum, and ſubjeftum, and copnla, and individgum vagnm,in the pet 
noun This, Innumerable are their intricate Impertinencies inthis 

in their concluſions, The Papiſts hold Chriſt to be preſent'in the Sacrament 
Tranſubſtantialiter ; the Lutherans,Conſubſtantialiter;the Calviniſts, Sacramen- 
raliter; and yet all confeſs they underſtand none of theſe ways ; as St. Part 
faith, Deſiring to be Teachers they underſtand not what they ſay, neither whereof 
they affirm, 1 Tim, 1.7, Had the Scripture affirmed any of theſe wayes, we 
ought to. have ſubmitted our Reaſon in things above Reaſon though weunder- 
{:and them not, and *tis reaſonable ſo todo, but to go about to prove by rex- 
ſon what is above reaſon, is wonderful; a>d to diſcourſe of what* we under: 
ſtand not, is doubtleſs a ſpice of madneſs, and the concluſions we draw from 
ſuch diſcourſes, mult needs be very dangerous, we following the ;9nem farnm, 
the uncertain light of humane reaſon in Divine matters ſo totally beyond out 
reach : Wherefore we have no other fafe way to ſpeak of: Divine matters but 
in Scripture Language, pſ#ſſimis verbis, with the very ſame words, according 
to that, 2 Tim. 1, 13. Hold faſt the form of ſound words which thou haſt heard of 


mein Faith; Mark, Hold faſt not onely the matter of Faith, but the form of 


ſound words, theſe are ſafe ; humane words in Divine and high Myſteries are 
dangerous; Man can no more ſet them forth in humane words, than expreſs 
the Divine ſubſtance by humane painting, *cis the ſole work of the Holy Ghoſt, 
who is alſo Divine. | + 

There hath not beena greater plague to Chriſtian Religion than School-Di- 
vinity, where men take upon them the liberty to propoſe new Queltions, make 
nice diſtintions and raſh concluſions of Divine matters, toſſing them up and 
down with their Tongues like Tennis Balls; and from hence proceed all. the 
dangerous Hereſies, and cruel Bickerings about them, falling from words to 
blows, The firſt Divinity School we read of, was'ſet up at Alexandria by 
Pantenw, and from thence ſoon after ſprang forth that damnable Hzreſie of 
the Arrians, which over-ran all Chriſtendome, and was the cauſe of deſtruction 
to many Millions of Chriſtians both Body and Soul. The Hzreſies before 
this were ſo groſs and ſenſual, that nohe took them up but difſolute or frantick 
people, and ſoon vaniſh't ; but after this School ſubtile way of arguing was 
brought into Chriſtianity, Herefie, grew more refined, and fo ſubtill, that the 


plain and Pious Fathers of the Church knew not how to lay hold of it and re- | 


preſs it, the School diſtinctions and evaſions quite baffled them : and theſe So- 
phiſters, proud of their conqueſt, triumphed and carried away a ſpecious ap- 
pearance of Truth as well as Learning, (or rather cunning ) infomuch that 
many godly perſons were alſo deluded and fell in unto them, and many of their 
Herefies continue unto this day. This great bane of the "Church took it's 
riſe from hence; Many of the Primitive Doctors and Fathers being converted 
from Heatheniſme, and having by long and great Induſtry acquired much 
knowledge in natural Philoſophy, Antiquity, Hiſtory, and ſubtit Logick or 
Sophiſtry, were very unwilling to abandon quite theſe their” long ſtudied and 
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(6) 
dearly belovy'd Sciences, ( falſly ſo called ) and therefore tranſlated them into 
Chriſtianity, applying their School terms, diſtinctions, Syllogiſmes, &c. to 
Divine matters; intending perchance, through indiſcreet zeal,to illuſtrate and 
imbelliſh Chriſtian ne: Ab with ſuch artificial forms and figures, but ra- 
ther defaced and ſpoyledit; which the wiſdome of St. Paul well foreſaw, and 
therefore fore-warned us of it, Col. 2.8. Beware leſt any man ſpoyl you through 
Phileſapby and vain deceit,after the tradition of men, after the Rudiments of the 
World, and not afrer Chriſt, I humbly conceive it nad been far better for them, 
and all Chriſtendome, had they determined with St. P aul, To know nothingbut 
Chri#t and bim Crucified; and not to intermingle mans Wiſdome and excellency 
of ſpeech with Divine Knowledge and Scripture Doctrine, which is to be taught 
by the demonſtration of the Spirit and of power, as is ſet forth 1 Cor. 2, not with 
Logical Syllogiſms and Sophiſtical Enthymems; for as the wiſdome of God 
was fooliſhneſs to the Greeks and Gentiles, ſo the wiſdome of the Greeks and 
Gentiles was fooliſhneſs to God, and deſtruction to his Church; who by the 
fooliſhneſs of preaching had overcome all their wiſdome, and captivated their 
underſtandings in obedience to the Faith. But when the Chriſtian Doctors 
left this plain and ſimple way of preaching, and fell to cunning diſputing, in- 
troducing new forms of ſpeech and nice expreſſions of their own coyning, ſome 
approving, ſome oppoſing them, great Diſcords, Warrs and Confufions ſuon 
followed. Had that moſt Prudent and moſt Pious Conſtantine the firſt and beſt 
of Chriſtian Emperours, had he purſued his own intentions to ſuppreſs all 
diſputes and all new queſtions of God the Son, both Zomoouſian and Homoiou- 
fion, and commanded all to acquieſce in the very Scripture expreſſions with- 
out any addition, I am confident the Arrian Hereſie had ſoon expired ; but 
by continual diſputation the heat of Paſſhon was raiſed, and the matter pur- 
ſued with far more violence, which at length grew into rancour and malice 
icreconcileable - For ſome Godly Biſhops ( I humbly conceive more zealous 
than diſcreet) would not reſt ſatisfied unleſs the Arrians were forced either to 
ſubſcribe to the new word Homoonſian, or to quit their Livings ; and this cau- 
ſed that great Perſecution againſt the Orthodox, where the Arr;ans prevailed ; 
whereas by ſilence impoſed on all parties,the malice, rancour, perſecution, warr, 
all had been prevented, and the Truth ſpoken in love would at length moſt pro- 
bably have prevailed : For, was not the Goſpel at firit planted this way ? 

preaching and praying men to receive it, by this way of weakneſs it prevailed; 
for the weak. things of Godare ſtronger then men. But when men will be wiſer 
then God, and in their fooliſh wiſdome think it fit to adde their ſtrength to 
Gods weakneſs, as a ſpeedier and ſurer way to eſtabliſh the Truth, God to 
convince them of their folly, ſuffers that ſtrong man the Enemy of the Goſpel 
( whom none but his Almighty Arm can bind and maſter ) to come and ſow 
his tares of divifion which foon over-runs the good ſeed of the Church, and 
bringsall to confuſion, 


But what then? would I have all heretical Opinions broach'd and ſpread 
abroad without any controul? Are not Princes and Magiſtrates to be Nurſing 
Fathers unto the Church ? mult they not adde the Power of the Sword tothat 
of the Word? Not hold the Sword in vain, but for the puniſhment of evil Do- 
ers, &c? AllthisI grant, and deſire as much as any man, - that both Prince and 
Paitor would hold falt the Faith once delivered to the Saints, fully declared and 
contained in Scripture; let them ſuffer no new DoQtrine to be ſet on foot, cer- 
tainly ſuperfluous (the Scripture being allſufficient) and probably dangerous, 
as being of Man, androt of God, who having given us a compteat Rule of 
Faith and Life by his Prophets, Apoſtles, and his only Son, we haveno reaſon 
to belicve any New Doctrine proceeds from him ; therefore St. Paul is very 
Lo'd, and cryeth out, If an Angel from Heaven Preach unto you any other Goſpel 
than ts already preached, let himbe accurſed, The Magiltrate then is to counte- 
nance and protect the Paſtor preaching the Goſpel of Chritt,to ſilence, oppoſe, 
punich all that Preach any thing contrary, or not cleerly contained in the 
Goſpel. Hereſies never at firſt appear in their own natural ſhape, but diſguiſed 
with ſpecious pretences drawn from ſome obſcure places of Scripture, capable 
of verious Interpretations, and thus having gotten footing, by degrees they 
lay aſide their Diſguiſes, and march on bare-fac'd, Therefore both Paſtor and 
Magiltrate ought to be very watchfull, and oppoſe all beginnings ever ſo ſpe- 
cious, as dangerous, or at leaſt ſuperfluous, as I ſaid, Let- the Paſtors at firſt 
cndeavour by plain and ſound Doctrine to {top the mouths of Gainſayers ; but 
if theſe turbulent ſpirits will not be ſtop't, neither by Admonitions nor Entrea- 
ties, then let the Paſtors proceed to the Power of the Keyes; which, were it 
uſed with that Gravity and Severity as it was in the Primitive times, would 
have great effec ; that is, were it uſed in a ſolemn Aſſembly, by the Reverend 
Biſhop and his Clergy, (not by Lay-Chancellours and their Surrogates) and the 
perſon excommunicated and ſhut out of the Church, were likewiſe excluded 
tromall Converſation and Commerce,every one ſhunning his company as a per- 
ſon infected with the Plague (ſoit was of old, and fo it ought to be now, and ſo 
it would be now, if men made any Conſcience of their wayes) this I am confi- 
dent would reduce many a one : But if after this any perſevere in their perverſ- 
ncſs, then the Magiſtrate may doubtleſs by his Power,uſcd with Chriſtian mode- 
ration, endeavour to ſtop the ſpreading of the Contagion, and do what in wil- 
com he thinks meet to preſerve the purity and peace of Church and State,urging 
againſt them that Scripture, Haſt thou Faith, bave it to thy ſelf before God, Rom, 
14,22, Orthat, Give none offence neither to the Few nor to the Gentile, nor tothe 
Church of God, 1 Cor.,10.32, Or that, Gal. 5.12. 1 would they were evencut off 
that trouble you, St., Paul was not here in jeait but in great earneſt, as appears 
by his continued fervency all along this Epiſtle; and doubtleſs he meansnot here 
a cutting off from the'Church by way of Excommunication, for that was in 
his power to do; why then ſhould he wiſh it ? nay, they had cut themſelves 
off from the Church before z certainly then he means a cutting off by the Civil 
Power, 
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' Power, which then was Heathen, and therefore St. Pan! would not have it 
made uſe of by Chriſtians; for [1c would not allow them to appeal to unbeliey. 
ing Magiſtrates, no not in Civil things, 1 Cor, 6. much leſs in Spiritual things, 
Wherefore when St. Paul wiſhes they were cut off, he wiſhes there were a fit- 
ting Power, thatis, a- Chriſtian Magittrate to puniſh or baniſh thoſe that troy. 
ble the Church of Chriſt with Doctrines apparently contrary to the cleer Text, 
and ſuch as are deſtruQive to Chriſtianity; I darc go no farther. But as for 
thoſe who keep their erroneous Opinions to themſelves, who neither publiſh 
nor praGiiſe any thing to+ the diſturbance of the: Church or State, but onely 
refuſe to conform to the Churches eſtabliſhed DoCtrine or Diſcipline, pardon 
me if I fay, that really Icannot findany warrant, or ſo much as any hint from 
the Goſpel, to uſe any Force to compell them ; and from” Reaſon ſure there 
isno Motive to uſe Force; becauſe, as I ſhewed before, Force can't make a 
man believe your DoGtrine, but onely as an Hypocrite, Profeſs what he believes 
nof, | 

I know full well there is a common Objection againſt this, taken from 
'St. Auſtin, who was long of my Opinion, but ſeems to be altered on this occa- 
fon. Some Hereticks Donatiſts, came to him in his latter dayes, and gave 
thanks, that the Civil Power was made uſe of to reſtrain them ; confeſling, 

| that was the Means which brought them to conſider more calmly their own 
former extravagant Opinions, and ſo brought them home to the true Church, 
Fhis Objection is eaſily anſwered. Firſt, the Donatiſtsare well known to have 
been a Sc, not only erroneous in Judgment, but yery turbulent in Behaviour, 
alwayes in ſeditious praQtices; and in that caſe 1 ſhew'd before how the Civil 
Magiſtrate may proceed to Puniſhment ; but our caſe is not in repreſling ſe- 
ditious praQiſes,” but enforceing a» Confeſſion ob Faith, quite of another na- 
ture. Then ſecondly, to anſwer more particularly this ſtory, I ſuppoſe there 
- is no man ſuch a ſtranger to the world, as to be ignorant that there are Hypo- 
crites in it; and ſuch (for ought we know) theſe ſeeming converted Donati/?s 
might be, who for love of this World more than for love of the Truth, ſorſook 
their heretical Profcſſion, though not their Opinion ; who, conſcious to them- 
ſclves of their own difſimulation, and defirous to get favour with St. Auſtin, 
a Perſon of great Veneration and Authority with all, related unto him this 
ſpecious Story, which St. Auftin's great Charity was apt to believe, as St. Paul 
faith, believeth all things ; and from hence concludeth, that it might be lawfull to 
uſe the Power of the Civil Sword'to reduce Hereticks to the Church. But un- 
leſs it can be evidenced that theſe Donatiſts Hearts were changed as well as their 
Profeſſion, ( a thing impoſſible to prove ) all this proves nothing, Thirdly, 
Put the Caſe their Hearts wefe really changed as to matter of Belief, *tis evi- 
dent their Hearts were very worldly ſtill, groveling on the Earth, not one ſtep 
nearer Heaven; our Saviour faith, Ar evil Tree cart bring forth good Fruit, 
and ſure their Heart was evil, which was far more moved for the quiet cnjoy- 
ment of this Worlds good, than for the bleſſed enjoyment of Chriſt. Fourth- 
ly, Though we farther grant, that the pruning of the Magiſtrates Sword = 
| really 


| hy, 4 | 

BY F) | | 

really corredt tht vitionſneſs of the Tree,and made it bring forth (amr goo 

Frida. yet ſhall ze do evill , that gaod may come as, forbid wlainh L 

Pal. Pat the caſe Malchus had been converted by St. Peters cutting off his 

Ear, this would not have excuſed St. Peters a&, which our Saviour {0 

ſharply reproved and threatned with periſhing by the Sword , and gave 

him the reaſon why he qught.not touk the Saainne cauſe; Thiakeſt 
e 


thou that T cannot prayunto my Father, and he will preſently give me more than 
twelve legions of Angels ? Canſt thou do any thing moreprejudicial to the 
honour of my God-head , than to think I.want the help of Man to de» 
f:nd me? And according to this may our-Saviour ſay z Thinkefi thoy that 
I cannot pray unto. my Father, and he ſhall give me; more: than twelve. mil- 
lions of Souls to warſhip.-my Naime?, or-ganlk thou.do. any thing teccliple 

more the powerand:glory of the Goſpel ,, which I. have ordained to befet 
up by weakne(s and foolithneſs of Preaching , 'and thereby to ſubdue both 
the wiſdom of the Greeks , and the power of the Gentiles: As L my felf 
have conquered all Enemies by preaching and ſuffering, ſo muſt my' Diſci-+ 
ples tread in- my ſteps. Andult ſo-we find. that the GoſpeLyas moſk mi» 
raculouſly adyanced over all ahe. Woxld: by preaching: and. fiflering for it; 
not by compelling others to. it,  ' Tis. evident thatupor RO—_ the 
Goſpel; as many. as were ordained by God to Eternal-Lifei, believed; and 


ſurely, thoſe who are not ordained by-God to Eternal Life, can never. be 


brought thither by the ordinance or pawer of Man: Wherefore when the 
Miniſters haye preached and! prayed, they have performed all they can 
do ,, the xe; wait be. left ta the Jbice or. Mercy off God, :wwho hath mency on 
whone ;bg mill: have. mercy 64d 'wham he: will be. bardene1þ 4: fo, that- the 
target Sword in this world ſhall'cnter their hard heart no more-than an 

Adamant. ? | 
All.this.I fay in reference to compelling Men to believe or conform, 
{till reſerving to the Magiſirate power, according to Scripture , To purrifſs 
evill doers ( not eviltibelicyers, not who think, but.) do-publiſh or-do pra» 
Rice ſamething to ſubvert the Fundamentals of Religion;, or difitirb the 
Peace of the State, or injure their Neighbour. God, theonly ſearcher of 
hearts , reſerves unto himſelf the puniſhment of evil thoughts, of evil be- 
lief, which Man can never have a right cognizance of, for the greateſt 
Profeſſor may be the greateſt Atheift, But the Magiſtrate: ſhall conccive 
he hath ſufficient warrant to-puniſh aſſo. evil believers, and ſhall proceed to 
execution , or on that pretence ſhall puniſh true. believers; the Scripture is 
moſt clear, that the Subject is bound to ſubmit and (bear it with alt Chri- 
ſtian patience , to the Joſs of Goods, Liberty, or Life, not only: patiently 
to bear it, but to xejoycein itz and Iam ſure if he hath any true Religion, 
any right underſianding in him , he will- xcjoyce on, his own; behalf, bez 
cauſe his rewayg is exceeding great ; Therefore whoever; utder: pretence 
of Religion raiſes any Tumult, or — up Armes againſt the;:Magiftrate 
to 


to'ptcſerve himſelf from perſecution, abſolutely declares hiinſeIf, either a 
ark Fool, or a ſtark Atheift3, either he'believes there js no ſuch reward, or 
is mad to reje& the opportunity of gaining itz and ſo at the beſt is fit for 
Bediam, at the worlt tor the Gallewes 3 now let him chooſe. 


{3101 Hh! Appenidice to the  fortnitr SubJel. 


Efore 1 leave this matter ef impoſing new Articles of Faith, I defire ts 
ſpeak a word or two concerning the authority of Councels and Fathers 

in relation to it. SIOET 
When the Superſtitions and the Abuſes of the Popiſp Church , eſpecially 
in themamerof vontm meg grew ſo'vcry-grofs / as not longer to be endu- 
red, Lzther, Mel an@thon;OtcolompadinsBircer, & divers bthers oppoſed them; 
and coming todifpure with their Adverſarics about theſe things, the Popiſ- 
DoGors having no Scripture for their Errors, quoted ſevera] Fathers and 
Countils, togive countenance unto them. The Evangelical Deftors ( fo 


: 
- 


called, becanſe they chiefly'urged Evangelizem the Goſpel for the defence of 
their Do@rine) were moſt of them bred/up from their Infancy in the Po- 
2 Church and rherdin'tgughteven to adore all-Councils and Fathers, 
nd (educatioh.beldg of greet force to command and awe both theWil's 
and Judgments of Men ) made them very ſhie and: timorous to reje& that 
authority, whichithey: had long reverenced 35 in modeſty therefore ſome of 
the Evdngclital 'Dofiors were \content- to' adtnit the authority of Fathers 
#nd>Conncils for three-dr fouroPthe firſt Centuries, ſome/admitted/five or 
tg, whetcby! they: were-reduced fometimesto great ſtreights in'thelr\Diſpu- 
tations':- for though-ticither "all 'nor half the Popiſh Errors can betoiunid in 
the Councils and Fathers of thefe Centuries, yet ſome of them wtreereprt 
very early mte-the Church. This Superſtition of the Croſs and Ghryſme 
were" in uſe-in the-ſecond Century : The Milenary Error: got footing about 
that time; theinecethry of Infants receiving the Blefled Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper came in [0dniafferi-About the fourth Ceritary there-was ſore 
2ouches in Orztory Sermons by way of Rhetorical Ejaculations like praying 
to Saints; but long after came to be formally uſed as now in Churches 3 and 
ſo Superttitions came in ſome atone time, and ſomeat another. The Papiſts 
themſclves db not recgive all theſe Errors, but rejet ſome, as that'of the 
Milienaries | ai. d-the gecetfity of Tafants receiving the Lords'Supper, ' Now 
I ask firtt the Papifts by whatirule theyjsetain ſome of theſe things 1; and- re- 
zc& others 3-Secandly , I ask the Epanpelical , by-what rule they ſubmit to 
the authority of ſome Centuries, and refuſe others ? Both will anſwer me, 
Becauſe they bclieve ſome to be erroncus ſome tobe Orthodox. + Whereby 
*tis evident that neitherſubmit to the Fathersauthority, xs comanding, their 
Judgments, but receive-their Opinions as agreeing with their Judgments; 
this is evidently truce andclearly rational, and fully agres with the Rules 
= given 
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given by ſome of the Fathers, as St. Cyprian and St. Auſtin, twoas generally 

and as defervedly xeverenced 6 any lo che Chriſtian Church, | St Cyprien 

rel's us, that the very, Prepoſits (which weeall Biſhop )is'tg beagaided by his: 

own.realon and conſcience, and is reſponſible only to God forhis Dodrine-: 
ubmits to no Doctor of the Church ever (olearn- 


dealing z.. had, the Evangelical Dodors. caken this courſe: in the beginnings 
heyad cnſlrrtiom many, intricate froubles which chair ju-baed: 


wha authority the Papiſts themſelves do not-in ſome; particular or pther: 
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(12) 
more anticnt, doubtleſs more to be mr And yet feeing that Irerens; 
and beforchim Popiar, held tobea Dilcipte of St. Fob the , faught 
the exror of the Milknavies, rejected now by all the Church, why might not 
others doſoas well as'they ? and therefore there can be no certainty of their 
Dodtrine farther than they fhew us clearly from Scripture; which ought to 
be our only Rule of Faith, as I ſhewed before.” Bur in any point of Relj. 
gion;citherof Faith or Difcipline,ifafter diligetit and humble fearch of Scri- 
pture, the matter bedoubtful,chen certainly T would fonmuch reverence an- 
riquity as'to embricewhat'1 found apptoved of by the greater ntimber of 
antient 'Fathers atidwhat I found generally approved by them, though 
any own judgement did: muck incline ro the contrary , yet T woald rescivec 
it, unleſs it appeared to me flatly oppoſite to Scripture, which we belicve to 
be the Word of: God y then ft were damnation itr me'to forſake that, and 
hearkeirto'the words of Fathers 'on earth, or Atigets cominig from Heaven, 
till: they 460l thake ineinyderfanditheir word agreed with Gods Word. I 
miz{t be faved by Faith in'Godand Chrif, andnot by faith in Men' or An- 
gels. | And'nowI ſhall be bold to makethis afſertion ; That the Man' who 
reads Scriprure hambly-and attenrively , faſts and prayes to God earneiily, 
conſults his Paſtors and Teachers carcfufty 4nd modeſtly, and yer after all 
contiriges in ſome: error by blind; ignorance and miftake'of Scriptare (if 
RS TRIEIAs; "ak ever wilt -be fuffered by :che Tnfinite goodrieſs of 
Go4Yachat Man ſhalt fooner be faved,, than he who receives a trlie opt- 


nionfrom- the/zuthoriry of Men , which he ſ6berfy conceives” to be coti-, 


frery to-Scriptur6; for 'tisall one to him, a$if it were, really fo; all things 
are moken to' hin that believes then uncſeat , fo all rhings ate dam- 
neblſe\ ro- him} that believes thetn' damndbſe; as he muſt do who beHeves 
themAtly contrary to Scripture,” Let no Man cotint me «libertine in fairh, 
beeaulſe F would neither compel;nor be compelled ro fubtnit'to theDoErines 
of Ment. ' F traft in God, no Man ſhall ont-go me in zealous contending for 
the Faith once delivered to the Sainrs,, once forall, never to receive atty new 
Podrine; any other Gofpel than that preached, by Chriſt. and his, Apoſtles, 
herein Pant no Libertine; by God's gracions xfhftinec, neither Men nor An- 
gels (hell makemerccedefrorh onetit tle of this;nix to embrace with divine 
fairt-one tittle more chanttits, for doubtleſs it is far greater 1dolatry to bc- 


lievein-Man, than to ſacrifice to Man, more to give him my heart,than my 


hand: And yet'notwithſtanding all this, no Man is torwarder than my 
{1 ro receiverfrom others humane dotrineas naman; that is, 0 believe it is 
not only-poffible butprobable atfo, chit another may have more natural un- 
devſia more aequire#fctriting than my (df, and fo may find out that 
in Scripture, or/from'Scripture ;'or by reaſon, which T cannot” do my {elb, 
but yet Ican haveno potlible 'affarance that the Dodrine he delivers to me 
is abſolately' true; becauſe T have afſurznce that*tis poſſible for him to exre, 


and then I can haycno effurance but that he may erxcin that very Dodrine 


he 
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fc now delivers me. There is no Man | ever yet heard or read of, t» 
whom I conld more readily fabmit than to St. Auſtin , a Perfon of wot- 
derful ſharpneſs in underſtanding, and yet of great modeſty 3 no way 
affeQing to take new Opinions, much lefs to impoſe them on others. 
Now I pray confider, How can we have affurance of any DoRtitic he 
delivers more than another, 1 mean aſſurance from! his own authority ot 
reaſon (what he delivers from Scripture authority is another matter; } we 


believe St. Auftix erred in ſome things whereof he was moſt contident 3 he - 


believed it abſolutely neceffary for Children to receive the Sacramerit of 
the Lords Supper, as I fay'd 3 hebelicved it a dire& hereſie to hold there 
were any Antipodes ; Latiantins ariother great Wit and great Scholar; bes 
lieved the like, with divers others. Who then can doubt bat that they 
might be miſtaken in other things alſo, Wherefore let God be trace, and 
al! Men lyars,' in this fenfe, to deliver lyes materially ; that is, falfities 
for truths. ? : od 4 UF 
What I haye faid of Fathers, muſt certainly hold good of Councels alfo, 
chough ever fo general, ever ſo Primitivez for this and that Father may, 
and have erred ; farely then that and that may alſo erre: I can have no 
affurance ii Men, nor cafi I be faved by faith in Men. The generat Obje- 
ion made againſt this, is, The pramife which Chrift made unto 
Church , That the gates of Hell ſhonld not prevail agginft it, and that be would 
be with the Apoſtles unto the Worlds exd. As for that other faying of our 


Saviour, He that will not hear the Clasrch, let him be to thee as an Heathen and 


a Publica, 1 can't but wonder that Men'of arty brains or modeſty ſhoutd 
ſo groſly abuſe chis ſaying,, ſpoken of ſeveral differences between Man and 
Man, to be referred to the'termination of the Church z that is, the Con- 
pregation of the Faithful, which they ufually and by order ſhould aſſemble 
in; and refer this to-the Church in general in matters of Faith, not in 
the leaft pointed at there, Wherefore I paſs this over as very imperti- 
nent, and proceed to anfwer the former Obje&ion of more weight, yet ns 
way concluding as they would have it; No Man in the Chriſtian World 
can more firmly believethan T do, That the gates of Hell ſhall not pre- 
vail againſt it , and that Chriſt will be with his Charch unto the end of 
the World; but I do not believe, nor am I bound by Scripture. to. believe 
ſuch Expoſitions as the Popiſh Church makes of this place. By what an- 
thority doth the Romiſh Church challenge to themſelves to be Expoſitors 
of Scriptures more than other Churches ? I find nothing for ic in Scripture, 
which is my Rule of Faith. I proceed then to the buſinefs of general 
Councels, Whether they may errc'in ſome points of Faith';z and why not ? 
All the Evangelical Doors grant the later general Councels have erred; 
if fo, why not the former? what protniſe had the former from Chrift more 
than the later ? what period is there ſer in Scripture for their. not erting, 
or what promife is there at all for any not to erre? The gazes of Hell hat 
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(14) 
at prevail againft the Church, I grant , what's this to a General Council? 
not the thouſand part of the Clergy, not the thouſand thouſand part of 
the Church, which in Scripture is alwaycs put for- the whole. Body of the 
Faithful, though of late it be tranſlated into quite another notion, and ta- 
ken for the Clergy only. But you will ſay a General Councel is the r«- 
preſentative of the whole Church ; what then.? what promile js, made in 
Scfipture that the repreſcntative ſhall.not erre? You further.urge, If the 
repreſentative erre, *tis probable the whole Church will receive thcir er- 


' Cour. I anſwcr, Weare now treating of matter of Faith, - which muſt 


not depend on humane probabilities , but Divine certainties z beſides, *tis 
pot ſo.probable-the Church will receive the error, of the repreſentative, 
We know. the. whole Church hath not received a; Truth determined by 
them , much leſs an errour. And I, pray, have.not Councels been againli 
Councels? Put then the caſe, a Genera) Councel ſhould erre. in ſomemar- 
ters, you can't therefore (ay the whole Church hath erred , the gates of 
Hell have prevailed againſt the Church. I pray confider, can you truly ay, 
the Great Twrk, hath prevail:d againſt the Chriſtian Army , becauſe he hath 
kill'd, the thouſand part of it ? andyet the pooch General Councel holds 
a leſs proportion to the whole Church. But T; will grant yet more :. Put 
the caſe the whole Church ſhould deviate into ſome crroncus Superſtiti- 
ons, had the Devil therefore prevailed againſt it ?* Can I ay I have prevail- 
cd againſt another Man becaulc I gave him ſome flight hurt in his Leg or 
Thigh ? as-longas his Head, his Heart, his Arm are whole, he ſtill is ab'e 
to hght and wound me as bad or worſe ; till the Devil. can ſo wound the 
whole body of the Ehurchas to deſtroy the Vitals, the Fundamentals, and 
make it no Church, the gates of Hell can't be ſaid;to have prevailed again 
it. Now. God be bleſſed there have continued all along ſeveral Churches 
as great or greater than the Roman Church , which have fiill maintained 
in dehance of Satan, One God the Father of whom ars all things, and one 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are all things, and ſeveral othcr ſound DoQtrincs 
of Chriſtianity 3 how then hath Satan prevailed, when ſo many. millions 
have waged war againſt him, -and upheld the Kingdom of God and his 
Chit 2 The Scripture plainly cells us, that in the.dayes of Anti-Chrift's 
Treat powcr , the Church ſhall be driven into the wilderneſs, ſcarce vitible 
in, the world:z neither Pope, nor D. vil hath yet fo prevailed , but as. then. 
Chrift hall have, , ſo Chrift hath (ti! had a Church, warring againſt Satan. 
Sure no learned Papiit will,deny, but that about the ſecond Century , the 
Muilexaries were fax the greater part of the Church, ſcarce any writing, Do- 
&or in thoſe daycs but had this error. Did Satan then prevail? - And in 
St. Auſtin's dayes the neceſſity of Infants receiving the Loxds Supper was 
o general, and-held ſo ucceffary a Principle, that it was made uſe of to 
prove. the pecefity of Infant. Baptiſm, this, Sacrament being-to precede 
tho. other ; in, thoſe dayes a Lanthorn would haye been neceſſary to find, 
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out 2 Chureh without this error. Did Satan then prevail? But ſay you,No 
General Councel determined-thoſe errors 3 why ? becauſe none was called 
b9ut them had any been called ; who can doubt but that they would have 
vowed that in the Councel, which they all taught in their Churches ;'No, 
the Spirit of Cod would have preſerved them fromit : Shew me that pxo- 
miſe in Scripture z if Gods Spirit did not preferve them trom teaching the 
whole Church fo, 1 fear the Spirit would not have preſerved them more in 
Council than in Congregation , where all ſucking in this crror from their 
Infancy, woald hardly have quitted it by a determination in Council, I 
humbly crave pardon for this bold preſumption, being lead into it by the 
bold aſſertion of the Papiſts , telling us without warrant how will 
preſerve their Councils from error, as if they had been of his Privy Coun- 
cil. We are not to ſearch into Gods'ſecret Counſels for what. he: will 
permit, or why he permits this or that.” I ſearch only into his declared 
Promiſes, and with all the (earch I can pofſiby make, I can't find any ſuch 
promiſe fo General-Councils as not to erre 3 no, only that the gates of Hell 
ſhall not prevail againſt his Church to deſtroy it, which he hath hitherto 
made good, and F am ſure will to theend of the World ; but beyond his 
promfiſe I am not ſure 6f any thing, thoughit ſeems cver (o rational., God 
will not engure to befettered 'with Sophiſtical Sophiſms, and humane 
conſequences z and therefore I-am-afraid to wander-trom his wiſe and holy 
Word,and truſt to the Doctrine of Men ſeeming ever fo wiſe, ever ſo holy; . 
I reverence their Petſons, but can*tbelieve in their DoGrine. , I am taught 
tobel'eve only in God, not in the-Church, much leſs in any. member or Con- 
gregation or Council butts believethe Holy Catholick Church; that is; 
that God hath had , noW'hath, arid! will have'to the: Worlds end , a {ele 
company of Faithful-ones , confeting and ferving himy To whom be ho. 
nourand glory for ever, - Amen. 


rai. __— OY a —__ 


ab 


a 
y 
o 
. 5 

p 
' 

* 
LY 
: 

a; 

FE 
FEI 
FE = | 

. ? 
it © : 

46 

TIF 
: ' 

4 
TI. 
Fi 

n [| 
e 4 

Þ 

s. '7q 
i 5 

$83 .4 
; LT 4 
! s 2 
3 - 

p Z 
| 

- 

*. 

- 

& 

w 

& 

= 


1 © Oe PEI WT 


—— ——_— WY oY OIIISIINCY 


AREAS GAP ITE 


is - he 


Concerning Ceremonies and Church Setwice. 


vu 


LON 


Irſt as to Ceremonies. I wonder Men of any tolcrable diſcretion ſhould 

be ſo eager either for or againſt them, our ſalvation no way Jepending 

on them,but much hazarded by our contention about them, breaking Peace, 

| the principal thing recommended to us by the Goſpel of Peace 3 - ſure both 
| are very finful, For my part, I think all SubjeQs are bound in conſcience 
to conform to the eſtabliſhed Ceremonies of that Church ; whereof they.are 
Members, unleſs there be any thing flatly againſt the Word of God : forto 
ciſobey our Superiours is direaly againſt the Word of God: 1 Pet. 2. 13. 
Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of Man for the Lords ſakg. And herein 
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he that doth not ſubmit,had nced haveas clear an evidence out of Scripture, 
that the thing he rejects is dixeQly contrary to the Word of God, other. 
wilt he breaks an-evident Commandement ts ſatisfy himſelf in a doubt- 
ful thing, which without doubt is damnable, St.Pautrequires one Brother 
toyield unto another in things indifferents much more Children to Parents, 
Subje&s to Governours, But no Man that knows this World can cxpe& 
all Children, all Subje&s, will be dutiful and obedicnt z and therefore as 
Children are to obey their Parents, ſo Parents ought not to provoke their 
Children to diſobedience , by impoling, unneceſſary things and very offen- 
five : . Yet if they do impoſe ſuch things, the Children are bound to obcy, 
unleſs the things impoſed be offenſive to God alſo, then they are acquitted, 
not atherwiſe.. . But till Parents, muſt remember they are to give.accompt * 
to God of their commands, -as Children are for their obedience: Apd ſet. 
ting this aſide, Nature alone ſhould prompt Parents to ſegk the love of their 
Children , eſpecially fpiritual Parents, RyPd the Miniſters of Ged,who is love; 
Should not they defire rather to.lead the People into: the Houſe oF God by 
love, than-whip them inby fear to have their Churches full, rather than 
empty 3 toput on ſuch a habit as would invite them.in , and not ſuch as 
illfcight them out. What wiſe and loving Father would put on a wind- 
ing ſheet on/his head, to fright his weak and fimple Child ; Lfay this to the 
chief Rulers of the Church, notto inferior Miniſters, who mult obſerve the 
Conftitutions of the Chief, and the Chief ought togonſider the diſpoſition 
of inferiours , what will be moſt cdifying for them. As the Apoſtles in the 
beginning of Chriſtianity continued to obſerve the not cating of blood , and 
things Rrangled, to comply with the Fes : ſo the Syrplige. with other 
things was wiſely and piouſly retained by-the Reformers from Popery,when 
probably many long,nouriſhed up in thoſe Ceremonzes, would not have come 
in to the Church, had all thoſe been caſt out 3 but now to be zealous, for 
them when the People are fo paſſionate againſt them, favours more of pal- 
Hen likewiſe in Governours than Religion 3. as if they had rather ſhew their 
Authority than their Charity. If they anſwer, That many of their &15c: 
are as zcalous for theſe things, as others againſt them, and they had rather 
' gratife the Obedicnt Conformers , than ke Diſobedient Gain-fayers : I 
reply Firſt, This is no Obedience toconform to ſuch Ordinances of their 
Superiors as they have a pathon forxz the Syperiors in this conform rath x 
to them, than they to their Superiors : Try their Obedience if they will ſub- 
mit to the taking of theſe things away , and then you may have moxe rea- 
ſon'to gratify them 3 yet you know you are rather to bear with the inhi- 
mities-of the weak, than pleaſe the ſtrong. Love your Fricnds molt , va- 
lue the Qbedicnt moſt 3 but love your Enemies alſo, endeavour to gain 
the diſobedient alſo: The firſt arc your dutiful Sons, abide alwayes with 
you, all that you have is theirs; but yet when the Prodigal the {iray rc- 
tuxns, rejoyce and kill the fatted Calt; yea, if he will not return, leave the 
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ninety and nine,and go ſeck that one that is oſt, But you have n6 hopes 
of gaining him,you believe ?tis not Conleience but FaQtion, and wiltul per- 
verſenefs keeps him off ; Oh do not deſpair, believe better of him Charity 
bopeth all things, believeth all things. | But you know it is ſo with him; then 
pity him the more going headlong into Hell, yield the more to fave his Soul 
trom Hell,overcome evil with good;fetter him,bind him faſt with chains of love, 
what is ſtropger then love ?1t will overcome Schiſm, FaQion,Sedition, any 
thing; it will overcome God himſelf, and even force God to withhold him 


by his merciful and powerful hand 3 and thus converting this perverſe ſinner 


from the error of his way, you will ſave bis Soul alive and cover the multitude of 
your ſims ; a bleſſed and Joyful work whereat the Angels of Heaven will 
rejoyce and ſing Altel#ja,Ames, Oh my Fathers / my Fathers ! that ſhould 
Preach and Practice the Goſpel of Peace and Love to your Children,vouch- 
ſafe at.my humble requeſt to read Rom;14, See what great liberty that great 
Grandfather of the Church allows his Children,and obſerve in the general 
how he became all things to all men to gain ſome 3 and will not you in ſome 
things:comply to gainall ? will yout reſtrain the liberty of the Goſpel to the 
rigidity of your Diſcipline to loſe ſome, to loſe many , and perchante in. the 
cnd to looſe all, your ſelves and all.. Be pions; be charitable, be adore. 
build your Church on a Rock that will endure ftormes, and not on the 
ſand of Ceremonies that will both raiſe ſtormes and probably overturn your 
Church e're long. But you will ay ,. If youyicld to ſome difſenters in 
this, you muſt.as well yield to others:in-that , and ſo by degrees aboliſh all 


your Ceremonies.:; Þ beſeech you, Is not the: body more. then rayment, 


ſubſtance more then Ceremony, will not you quit the later to preſerye the 
former ? . but you will preſerve both, Godgraut you loſe not both. Bat 


you will ſay , This is the way to loſe both ; firſt take away Ceremonies, 


thereby you diſpleaſe and looſe your Friends, and then lye expoſed to your 
Enemies to ſpoil your Goods, If your Goods be the ſubſtance of your Re- 
ligion, and you preſerve your Ceremonies: to preſerve theſe., then really 
my fear of your] looſing, all is encreas'd 3 this is a very ſandy and dirty 
toundation , can't hold out againſt ſtormes ; but if Faith , Hope and Cha- 
rity be the ſubſtance of your Religion, (as Thope it is ) theſe ftood firm 
and encreaſcd in the primitive times, in the greateſt ſtormes , when the 
whole world of Jews and Gentiles were enemies to the Church , and not 
one of your Ceremonies in the Church to 'preſerve it : the ſimple naked 
Truth without any Surplice to cover it, withoutany Eccleliaſtical Policy to 
maintain'it , overcome all, and-ſo would do now, -did we truſt to that and 
the Defender of it, Perchance I appear a great -Enemy to the 'Surplice {0 
often naming that, 1 confeſs I am;,. would-you know, why ? not that I 
diſlike, but in my.own Judgment much approve apure white Robe on the 
Miniſters ſhouldexs, to, put him inmind; what purity becomes a Mynifter of 
the, Goſpel, But ſuch dirty naſty Surplices as moſt of them wear, and 
D eſpecially 
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eſpecially the fingers in Cathedrals(where they ſhould be moſt decent) is re- 
ther an intimation of their durty lives, and bave given my Stomack ſuch a 
ſirfet of them.as T have almoſt an averſneſs to all : and I am confident had” 
not.this decent habit b:en ſo undecently abuſcd, it had never been fo gene- 
rally loathed. | 

I will name another Ceremony which gives great offence, with greater' 
reaſon, The bowing towards the Altar , which in my own judgment I al- 
lowandpra&t'czin ſome meaſfirre, when I eome into ſuch congregations as 
generally uſe it, avoiding ſtflt to give offence to any as far as I may with a 
{afe conſcience. Taffirm*tis a very fitting'thing to fhew reverence inthe 
Houſe of God, and to ſhew,it by bowing, as well as any other means, and' 
to bow that way as wellas any other way, and in bowing, if the congrega- 
tion did it to. the South or Weſt, Flhould as readily conform'to that. But 
you will ſay the primicive Chrifttans, as weread; did' generally bow to- 
wards the Eaſt ( the primitive Chriſtians did fo I grant, but not the prime 
Primitive) what then ? is this any obligation on us now? the Primitive 
didalſo uſe Chryſme or conſecrated Oy], yet we retainit not 3 it grewinto' 
ati abuſe,” thereforcleft of, fo hath this bowing towards the Altar by the: 
Pipilts, ſuppoſing Chriſt corporally preſent'there: and truly many of our: 
Church-men, give -_ ſuſpition to the people that they alſo b-lieve ſome 
fich thing,otherwiſe pray anſwer me 3 when a Miniſter at his ertring into 
the Church hath bowed to fhew his reverence in the Houſe of God and' 
when he aſcends up to the Altar bows again, to ſhew ſome particular reve- 
rence in that place where that bleſſed Sacrament is conſecrated(let this paſs 
for good alſo, Though ſomething may be ſaid againſtit) yet pray tell me, 
why the Reader 67, 2h from one ſide of the Church to the other; and the' 
Miniſter paſſing from one end of the Altar to the other bows again ? Surely: 
ia reverence to the King of Kings he ſappoſes there ſitting , who can ima-'. 

' gine any ather cauſe of his homage? and'yet I verily believe this is not the 
cauſe; but meerly a cauſeteſscuſtome taken up one from-another ( the com-' 
mon beginning of all ſuperſtitions) having no rcaſor for it, but much a- 
gainlt it, giving thereby great ſcandal to weak ones, and ground of $lander' 
to malicious ones, who lay hold on any occaſions to accuſe them of Papi- 
ſtry ; for certainly *tis done with little or no reaſon, or with a great deal 
of Superſtition. . 

Now as to that grand debated Ceremony of kneelingat the Lords Supper 
Tthink'there is no reaſon'tocondemn thoſe that uſe it, nor -much reafon 
to preſs it on thoſe that diſuſe it.” Why ? Are we not toperform this great 
act” of devotion with all poffibte reverence? I grant it, but is this tobe ex- 
preſt altogether.in the outward poſture of the body ? if ſoy then your oppo- 
fers thus retort it upon you: Tf outward humility be the thing you contend' 
for, you.ought to ſhew eto your God-inthe humbleft way , andthat is by 
proſiratng rather. thien kncelng , butif inward Humility/ſure that _— 
"IAA oh | et Li an” oe ele he chiefly. 
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chiefly in obedience to what Chriſt commanded, and to do it as he practiſed 
it, who can doubt but this is the moſt perfe& obedience? and you know 
when our Saviour inſtituted this blefſed Sacrament, he gave this command 
in the cloſe, Do this in remembrance of me; and ſure he remembers our 
Saviour beſt who doth every thing as he did , bothin Subſtance and Cere- 
mony, and fo we find the primitive Chriſtians did, obſcrving alfo to receive 
it at Supper, as our Saviour did; but when this grew into a ſinful abuſe;the 
ceremony was altered, to preſerve the ſabſtance in more purity ; ſo was 
kneeling abuſed by the Papilts and turned into great Superſtition, why not 
therefore changed in like manner. But you kneel without any ſuperſtition, 
you do not adore the Elements on the Table, as the Papiſts do,but Chriſt in 
Heaven. Ando this man receives fitting and at ſapper without any irre- 
verence, he doth. it ſo meerly in obedience to Chrift's command, | both in ce- 
remony and ſubſtance, Do this in remembrance of me. But'you do vot 
conceive Chriſt's command extended to the Ceremonies, but only to the ſub-= 
ſtance,and the Church hath expreſsly commanded kneeling as the more re- 
verend Poſture, therefore you ought toobey; I think ſo too : but this man 

conceives Chrift, command's both ſubſtance and ceremonies to be obſerved, 
and conſequently conceives the Churches command contrary to Chriſts, 
therefore he ought not.to obey till you can re&ific his judgment 3 if you 
can , then he ought to obey alſo ; if you cannot, have patience with your 
weak Brother,require no more of him in this matter thenChriſt required of 
his diſciples; ſure Chriſt would not have allowed any unfitting poſture; - be 
not over-wiſe, nor over holy,condemn not that which Chriſt allowed. God 
is ſo infinitely gracious as to accept our poor deyotions in any form, it but 
ſincere in ſubſtance, nay though weak and frail in the ſubſtantial 'part , he 
will not break.the bruiſed reed, nor quench the ſmoaking flax,his tender Father- 
ly bowels yern upon his dear Children coming to him afar off, Oh then 

let us learn to be like minded, tender and compaſſionate to our weak bre- 
thren, admit them into Cods worthip in any paſture, ifthey come in fince- 

rity ofheart, reje& not thoſe whom God accepts. 

I might go on thus to handle other Ceremonies,as, the Croſs in Baptiſme, 
th? Ring in Marriage,&c. But I conceive it needleſs, the fame reaſons being 
applicable to all, and he that is once brought to be indifferent and uncon- 

.cerned in one, willſoon be ſo diſpoſed to all, Wherefore I conclude this 
point of Ceremonies with St. Paul, He that regardeth a ' day , Yegardeth it 
u#to the Lord, and he that regardeth not the day, to the"Lord he doth not regard 
it;he that eateth,eateth to the Lord for be giveth God'thanks,and be that eateth 
ot, tothe Lord he eateth not,and yiveth god thanks: fo he that * kneeleth, 
kneclzth to the Lord, and he that 'kneeleth-not to the Lord , he kneeleth 
not. And I deſire you farthcr to obſerve this circumſtance in St. PauPs 
words,how he calls the z:alous obſerver of Ceremonial matters, the weak 
Brother, and commands the ftrong n »t to deſpiſe him, it being really a 4-(- 
D 2 picab) : 
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picable-weaknels and : childiſh or effeminate Find of Devotion to. be zca- 
ious in any cexcmonial obſciyance , which maſculine ſpirits are apt to de[- 
piſe ,, but in Chxiltian charity ought rather to pity and bear the infirmitics 
of others. Wherefore let us be men of underſtanding, men in devotion, 
be zealous, and hold faſt the ſubliancial parts of Religion , Piety, Juſtice, 
Temperance, Chaſtity, Truth, Sincerity, ſtand faſt for theſe , not reccde 
one hairs breadth from theſe, keep but our ground and fight it out like mcn 
to death againſt all Powers and Principalitics on carth, or under the earth, 
' andetus leave it towomen and Children to contend about Ceremonies, 
let it bejndffexent to us whether this,or that, or no Ceremony , whether 
kneelzor not kneel, bow or not baw, Surplice, or not Surplice, Croſs.or no 
Croſs, Ring or not Ring, let us giveglory to God inal}, and. no offence 
toourBxethren in any thing.. EO ANANINS | 
Now if anyaman would be {o curious a5 to ask why St. Pax} did not de- 
termine this-point z whether they ſhould cat herbs only , or- other meats 
alſo, whether regard a day or not , and ſo eſtabliſh Uniformity among 
them z' I,cagnot imagine any. other reaſon , but meerly to teach us this 
charitable complyance with one another , .as neceNlary a praRice as any 
other.  . Man-isa very. tickliſh Animal to Govern, he will not alwaycs be 
guided by reaſon and authority , man hath a will as well as reaſon, and. 
will have his own will in many things, even the godly: very few arc 
found ſq egtixely pious as wholly to deny themſelves, *tis ſo high and ſhar 
a point of Religion, as you may break the heart ſirings of many in oy 
ing them up ſo high, and thus crack all their wet, hg) perchance you 
would find it ſo your ſelves ,. had the Nenconformilſts the ſcrewing you 
up , aSyou them, Wherctore confider your ſelves, leaſt ye alſo-be tempted, 
be charitable to the weak , proceed not ſo ſeverely againſt them in your 
Courts:of Judicature 3. but remember what St. Paul ſaith, Colof. 2. Let no 
man judge you in meat ,.or in drink, or in reſpe&t of an holy day, or of the 
zer Moon, or of the Sabbath dayes , which are a ſhadow of things to come, but 
the body is of Chriſt; will you then inxeſpe of an Holy-day, Croſs in Bap» 
tiſme, ſtanding at the Creed, kneeling at: the Sacrament , and the like, 
will you in reſpe& of ſuch ſhadows, judge, excommunicate, ;ſentence to 
everlaſting flames , a Soul that holds of the body ofChriſt, believes all his 
holy Ghoſpel, accords with you in one Faith, one Baptiſme, who acknow- 
ledges theonly true God Creator of Heaven and Earth, and Jeſus Chriſt 
whom he hath-ſent to be the Redeemer of Mankind, which our Saviour 
afixrms, To be Eternal Life; will you condemn ſuch an one to Eternal 
Death ?- God forbid, My Reverend Fathers and Judges of the Church, 
I with St. Paxl, Col. 3. beleech you , Put on fatherly bowels of mercies, kind- 
neſs, bumbleneſs of mind , meekneſs, long ſuffering towards your poor weak 
Children, and (o long as they hold falt the body Chriſt, be not ſo rigorous 
with them for ſhadows it they ſubmit to you. in- ſubſtance , have pati- 
q | cence. 
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ence,though they domat:ſubmitin Ceremoniss ; and give me leaveto.tel 
you my poor Opinion 3' This violence pretling of Ceremonies hath, (Ihum- 
bly conceive) been a great hindrance from.embracing them, men fearing 
your intentions therxein to befarworle then really they are, and there. 
fore abhor them. - [Have yau never obſerved a flock of Sheep forcibly, dri- 
ven-over 4 narrow /Bridpe., 'thepoor \Sheep fearing” they are going tint9 
ſome Penfor Slaughter, chooſerather taleap inta the: River then' go fore 
wards, but drive them on gentiy and paticntly, they will of themſelves 
take the way you delire. Uniforrgity in Ceremony is.a good and delis 
rable thing, therefore endeavourit'; but unity in Faith and Charity is bet. 
ter , and therefore if yoy/cannot obtain that;;beſure topreſerve this 3 this 
is the one thing neceflary.,choole this betrer part if ycucannot baveboth z 
for this fierce urging, Unitormity in; worthiphath cauſed great divifionin 
Faithas well'as Charity; 'forhad youby-abolifhing ſome Ceremonies tas 
ken the weak brethren into your Church,they had not wandred about after 


ſcducing Teachers;nor fallen into ſo many groſs Opinions of their own,but 


being dayly catechiſed and inſtructed by your Orthodox and found Preach- 


ing, they would have followed you like good Sheep 3 whereas now they 


wander about into a hundzxed by-paths ofergor, many whereof lead bead- 
long to Hell. *Now E befeech you in the fear of God {et before your eyes 
'the dreadful day of Judgment, when Chriſt” on his Tribunal of Juftice 
ſhall require an account of every word 'and deed; andſhall thus queſtion 
you 3 Here are ſeveral Souls. who taking offence at your Ceremonies have 
torſaken tay Church, haye forſaken the Faith ,. have mmn-into Hell, the 
Souls for which I-ſhed my: precious Blood 3- Why haye you ſuffered this ? 
nay, why haveyou occalioned this? * will your anfwer, it was to preſerve 
your Ceremonies?” will not Chriſt return untoyou, Are your Ceremonies 
more dear unto-you then-the Souls for which I dyed ? who hath required 
theſe things at your hands? will you for Ceremonies, which you your 
{elves confeſs to be indifferent, no way neceſſary unto Salvation, ſuffer 


your weak Brethren to periſh/,: for whom I dyed ?: Have not I ſhewed 
you how David and his Souldiers were guiltleſy in eating the Shero-bread, 


which was not lawful but only for the Prieſts to eat ? If David diſpenced 
with a Ceremony commanded by God to fatisfie the hunger of his Peo- 
ple, will not you diſpenſe with your own Ceremonies to ſatisfie the Souls 
of my people, who are called by my Name,and profeſs my Name,though in 
weakneſs? Or will-you tell Chriſt, they ought to ſuftr tor their-own wil. 
falneſs and perverſeneſs, who will not ſabmit tothe Laws of the Church 
as they ought 3 will not Chrift return ?* Shall they periſh-for tranſgreiſing 


your humane Laws, which they ignorantly conclude erroneous, and ſhall * 


not you periſh for tranſgreſſing my Divine Laws ,, which you know to be 
good and holy ? had I mercy on you, and ſhould not you have had mer» 


cy on your tellow ſervants ? with the ſame meaſiire you meeted it ſhall - * } 
be-''- 
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be meaſured to you again : Ttrembleto go farther, but moſt humlby be- 
fecchyeu for Chriſts fake, endeavour to regain theſe ſtray ſheep, for whom 
he ſhed his precious blood, and think it asgreat an advantage, as great an 
honour to you; as it was to St. Paz, to become all things to all men, that 
you may gain ſome; as doubtleſs,you will many, though not alls and the 
few ſtanders off will become the:tnore convinced, and at long. running 
weariedout'and gained alſo; Thus havingreduced all into one fold in true 
faith and Chriſtian/charity, the preſent generation will much forget, the 
ſucceeding generation will be wholly ignorant of theſe erronious fancies, 
and all animoſitics being quite.exinguiſhed, wholſome edifying Ceremonics 
may beecafily: introduc't again with comfort to all, which are now irkſome 
and grievousto many.'And:fo I paſs'on to the ſecond matter z The Church 
Service'contained in the Book oft Common Prayer, whereot briefly, becauſe 
what I ſaid before may be applycdto this alfo, | 
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will not here enter into the diſpute, whether it be lawful for a Church to 
A. have a ſet form of Prayer,ſuppoting thatthere are none but cither highly 
fanatick,- or hiply factious, that aftirm'it unlawful; and with ſuch I have 
no reaſon to expe&, that reaſonable Arguments ſhould prevail; for enough 
hath beeen already printed to this purpoſe.' I may alſo ſuppoſe, that there 
is nothing contained in our Book of Common Prayer, that is directly con- 
trary to the Word of God ; for had there been any ſuch thing, we ſhould 
have heard of itlong fince, which I never yet did from any ſober man. And 
truly T might in-the third place ſuppoſe that (a Book of Common Prayer be- 
ing no way contrary to theWord of God) the uſe of it is far more conducing 
toPicty,then toſuffer extemporary prayer tobe uſed generally inChurches; 
experience hath4ully declared it in our late confuſed times, when a man 
ſhould have heard inmany Churches ſuch extravagant, ſuch wild, ſuch raſh, 
ſuch blaſphemousexpreſſions, as would drive any ſober conſcientious perſon 
out of their-Churches. Can you with reaſon cxpe@ it otherwiſe ? when halt 
the Churches in this Nation have not-a tolerable maintenance to ſupport 
men of parts and difcretion tit to pertorm fo ſolemn and holy an Othice. 
Had we the holineſs, the zcal.the charity,the humility of thePrimitive times, 
when men forſook all the World & daily ſacrificed their lives for the Service 
of God, we might hope that God would graciouſly pour down upon us, as 
hedid on them, the ſpecial gifts of ,praying and prophecying , but now 
when moſt ſerveGod tor gain, and would neither open.zor ſput the _ 
| | vors 
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doors for nought, as Malachi ſaith, we muſt not expect thoſe gifts and gra- 
ces. And thereforeI conceiveit abſolutely neceflary to have ſome form 
preſcribed to be uſed by all zfor were there liberty left to the moreableand 
diſcreet , moſt would ſuppoſe themſelyes to be ſuch ( few diſcovering their- 
own weakneſs; ) and were it left to the Biſhop:to licence as he ſaw tit , it- 
would prove a very-great cauſe of our heart-burning among his Clergie,and' 
hatred towards himſelf, yea and. rebcllion againſt him and the Jaws, But 
now in Chriſt I hurr bly befeech theGovernours of theChurch calmly to con» 
fider , Were it not better to haveſuch a forny of Service as would fatisfic 
moſt, The Fathers of our Church ( as I ſaid before) when they- reformed 
this Nation from Popery , were defirous to fetch off as many as they could; 
retaining for this cauſe all the Ceremonies and, Forms of. prayer they could: 
with a good re&tified confcience,and therefore they preſcribed that: form of: 
ſecondfcrvice-to be faid at the Altar, as.carrying; ſome reſemblance tothe 
Maſs, then the peoples delight which being now become the peoples hate, 
ſhould fer the ſame reſemblance; . according to the-fame rule of reaſon , be- 
now taken away. We commend our Forcfathers for doing -piouſly and 
wiſely, and;yet we will not imitate them 3 they endeavoured to pleaſe and» 
gain the people, wewillnecdsidilpleaſe and:lole them : - Certainly, wecans. 


not do qur:borefathers agreeter, honour:then.te obſerve their rule of reaſon,. 


to confixm to-the-Times3! and . therefore they are grolsly'miftaken' who 
think it a;diſhonour ta them; for us to take away what they have eſtabliſhed 
when wetkeep cloſe-to.the reaſon wherefore they did eſtabliſh it : Wiſe Pay= 
ſitians by the lame,rule gb-rcaſon preſcribe things clean contrary according 
to the temper of their Patients, hot or: cold ,, Some other things Icould 
mention inthe Book ot Common Prayer (though co way ill inthemklves). 
yet tit to bealtered, and-would vbviouſly appear fo to every wiſe;man.once. 
reſolved to compoſe fuch a ftorm,as would take in moſt of this Nation,which 


I humbly conceive-Govexnors ſhould. in» conſcience endeavour becoming all, 


things toall men to gain ſome,though not all;. yet-happily gain all in pro- 
cels of, tame, for the reaſon before ſpecitied, Tx 0745) | 
But though 1 .defire ſuch a form of Sexvice, ſuch Ceremonies atſo-to be, 
cltablſhed;as may give moſt peneralfſatisfaG&ion,yct I deſire whatis cfiab ifh-: 
cd may be generally vbſerved,and not a liberty left ( as ſome do.propole ) 
to add or detraGt.Ceremonies or Prayers according to the various opmions: 
and humours.of men : for certainly this would cauſe great faQtion and di- 
xifion 3 thoſe that are for Ceremonics wauld run fxom their! own .Church 
tocthcrs where they were ulcd 3 others to ſome fine fagcied Prayers of ſucty 
as they approve of ; and thus ſome Churches would be thronged;others de- 
icrtcd, and no account could be taken by the Paſtor of this Congregation : 
Atheilts alſo and Papiſts under pretence of frequentirg othcr Churches 
would abandoa all. This courſe (fay you) would bring but few into the 
Church, 36d perchance drive ſome out, who having bcen loxg bred up to 
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ſuch and ſach Ceremonies; would have fmall devotion to frequent the 
Church; fall or many were aboliſhed, / Fo this I anſwer, That certainly 
his Religion is vain, that would abandon the Subſtance for want of the Cce- 
remonies, whicly he acknowledgeth to beno way neceſſary, but only more 
ſatisfaction to his mind': Surely a very ignorant mind, who: hath not 


*- learnt, That obedience is better then ſacrifice and whole burn offerings: And 


{urely a'very uncharitable mind, who would not leave ninety and nine un- 
neceffary/Ceremonies, to- bring one finful ſtrayed Sheep into the Congrega- 
tion,and'converthim'trom the error of his non. conforming way: TI protels 
Fam amazed'toſee howmany menofa very good ſence in molt things, ſo 
zealouſly erroneous in this buſineſs of Religion, ſeeing the ſcripture (@ plain- 
ly declares;that nothing ſo-covers themultitude of our finsas an act ofcha- 
rity; n6 thing '{s acceptable-nnto Godiſo joyful to his holy. Angels, as con- 


verſion ofa traner,” Yet! theſe ract will moſt paſſionately (andpardon me 


ifT fay moſt *Uncharitably- and irreligioufly) cry, Away with theſe Idiot 
ScCtaries/and mad'/Phayaticks,let ther wander and periſh in theirown wild 


imaginations,” we will not leave'one Ceremony , nor - any- one-line of our 
Common/Prayer Book to'gain'thoaſands of them. ; No, if you'alter that; 
wee will rather leave the'Cliurchand-go to the PapiſtsMals, Ifthele be nor 
as ſimple Seftaries andimz@ Phanuticks a5 any whatfoever, let God and his 
hol y'Angels judge. ' But 2s for you my Reverend: Fathers of the Church, I 
hope you will conſult with Scripture in this weighty Affair, and:model 
all according to the rules of meckneſs, charity,and compathionate tenderneſs 
to weak ones, there ſet down : and endeavorr' with prudent admonitions 
to reQihe the errors of theſe too zealous Ceremoniſts,& with fatherly bow- 
els of condeſcention-to win the hearts of blind'and wilful Separatifts. Cer- 
tainly the'more underſtanding and powerful Leaders of them will not, can- 
not have the face to ſtand off after your charitable condeſcention , their po- 
pulous pretences will be ſo confuted, their mouths ſo ſtopped, their faces ſo 
confounded , as for meer ſhame, if not for reaſon and religion, they muſt 
come into our Church : and their Paſtors coming in,the Sheep willtollow, 
though ſome ſtand a-while and gaze: but'at length having no men of ability 
to lead'them on in their perverſe wayes;the Shop-prating Weavers and Cob- 
lers will ſoon be deſerted, and made heartleſs, ſeeing their own naked tol- 
ly. And then ſhall we all joyn and joyfully fing Te Dewm in our Chur- 
ches, and the holy Angelsin the Heavens. And then I ſhall moſt gladly ling 
with good old Simeon, Lord now let thy ſervant depart in peace, for mine eyes 
bave ſeen thy ſalvation, IEEE | 
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Concerning Preaching. 


T remains that I now handle this great buſineſs of Preaching , wherein I 
| fear I ſhall diſpleaſe many , there being but few who uſe it according 
to the original In{ticution; and yet I had rather they, ſhould Preach as 
they do, then quite 6mi: it; for certaialy *cis a necellary work for a Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel to Preach the Goſpel. St. Paul tells us, That ſome 
Preach the Goſpel out of envy; yer he was pleaſed that Chriſt ſhould be fo 
preached rather t en not preached 3 and fo I ſay of Preaching Chriſt our of 
vanity ; as *tis erent many do, preaching themſelves and r!:cir own abi- 
lities, at leaſt as they think abliliies, r:0: gh often -great weaknell. s and 
conceited impertinences. I beſeech you ell me, d'4 not Chiiſt and che 
Apoſtles Preach the beſt way? and are not we to follow tleir example ? 
Who dare ſay otherwiſe ? yet many do otherwiſe 3 they take . ere or there 
aſentence of Scripture, the ſhorter and more abſtruſe the beter , to lhew 
their skill and invention, this they divi.ied and ſubdivided into genera!s and 
particulars , the quid, the guale, the quantum, and fuci like quackſalying 
forms; then they ſtudy how to hook in this or that quaint ſencence of 
Philoſopher or Faiher , tiiis or that nice ſpeculation, eadeavouring to 
coucl: all this in moſt eleganc language; in ſhort, their main end is ro ſhew 
their Wit, their Reading , and whatever they think is excellent in them; 
No doubt rarely agreeing with that of St. Paul, I determined not to kyow any 
thing among you ſave Jeſus Chriſt aud him crucified, And my ſpeech and my 
eapans == not withinticing words of man's wiſdom , but in demonſtration of 
the Spirif and of Power ; 1Cor, 2, AndI y-rily believe this is the reaſon 
why Preaching hath ſo little effet in theſe days, becauſe they labour to 
ſpeak the wiſdom of this world , which .is fooliſhneſs with God, nor do 
they Preach in demonſtration of the Spirit, but in demonſtration of their 
Learning» I know full well this unapoſtolick way of Preaching was 
uſed by ſome of the Antient Fathers, eſpecially the Greeks, always fon4 
of nicities and curioſities , and beiag now become Chriſtians (as 1 ſaid before) 
tranſplanted their beloved Rherorical flowers of humane learning into 
Chriſtian Gardens, which proved rather Weeds to- over-run the ſeed of 
ſound and plain Apoſtolick DoRrine, humane narhre beinga ſoy] apter to 
give nouriſhment a::d vigor to humane principles then divine, But when 
didever any Learned , Witty Rhetorical harang , or cunaing SyNogittical diſ- 
courſe convert the tythe of St. Perer's or St. Paul s foolsſh Preaching, as he 
cearms it, but the wiſdom of God to thoſe that are pprfect and ſound in the fai h, 
Who is ignorant of that famous paſſage at the Council of Nice ? whither 


reſorted with divers others , one Eminent Heathen Philoſopher , offering 
ES E him- 
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h'mfelf (as the manner of thoſe vain-glorious Sophiſters was ) to diſpute 
with the Chriſtian Doors; ſome Biſhops of greater Repute for Learn- 
irg undertook him, and as they: thought , cleeily Confured ; but no way 
Converted him, at laſt riſes up a grave antient Biſhop of ſmall Learning , 
but of great Faith and Piety , and ( with great diſſatisfaction of his Brethren 
fearing ſome groſs baftle ſhould betal this good man )) comes up to the Phi- 
loſopher, and with great Magiſterial Authority recites unto him the Apoſto- 
lick Creed, 7 beleeve in God rhe Father Almighty--------andin the cloſe 
calls ro him, O Philoſopher bel:eveſt theu all this ? The Philoſopher anſwered, 
Tbelicve , not being able to reliſt the demonſtration of ſpit ir and power 
wherewi.h he uttered thoſe Divine Myſteries, as he confels't before them 
all. You will ſay this was a Miracle of great rarity ; I grantit, but 
many ſuch Miracles ſhould we ſee, had we the Faith ard powerful 
Spirit of this Holy Biſhop , and would indeavour to imitate Apoſto- 
li.al Preac: ing , not Philoſophical Arguing, nor Rhetorical declaim- 
1 


Rions , or Pious Admonitions ; nottying themſelies to any form, bur paſt 
from one marter to another as the Auditors condition required, not as 
the Preachers fancy and reading prompt, juſt as the Rowan Emperour 
Caligula, who when Delinquents came betore him to be judged , .condein- 


ned or acquitted them as agreed beſt with the curreat of his Oration : So 


theſe men ſhape their diſcourſe more to the applauſe then edification of 
the hearers. And fo much time 1s ſpent in compoling theſe Oratory Ser- 
mons, as the Miniſter hath nor leiſure to perform a quarter of his Paro- 
chial Duty , of vititing the Sick, of admeniſhing the {can {alous , of recon- 
ciiing the janglers , of private *examining and 1inſtruQiig the poog igno- 
rant ſouls, thouſands in every Country as ignorant as Heathens:, who un- 
derſtand no more of moſt Sermo1is then if in Greek ; ſo that the Sermon 
15 rathera Barquer forthe Wantons tl at are full, then inſtruction to thoſe 
who are even ſtarved for want of ſpiritual food, the plain and ſaving Word 
of Clriſt, not the nice conceiced word of Man, which may nouriſh Ca- 
mclions ; never make ſolid found Chriſtians, There are others of a dif- 
terent ſtrain, who wanting both Wit and Learning alſo, think to ſupply 
all by ſtrength of Lungs , by loud and long babling , ridiig hackney from 
ore good Town to another , and with fervency of ſpirit like a boyling pot 
running over where ever they come. Were it a laughing matter, who 
could contain to hear ſome ſeeming Zealot Paſtors taik ſo much of their 
obligation to Preach the Goſpel , and mult (forſoo.h ) do it in the Pulpit 
twice a Sunday, countirg thoſe almoſt accurſed that do not ſo, and yet 
have many poor Sheep intheir flock as ignorant as any Sheep , whom they 
never regard, . never inſtruct in tlie firlt Principles of the Goſpel ; as if 
Preaching were tyed to the Pulpit and the Sabyoth day, Pardon me 
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if I te you a Story which now comes in my head. I chanced to be in a 
Loris Houſe on a Satxrday, when a zealous Miniſter came in; afier ſome 
com-Jlements and ceremouious diſcourſe he told the Lord , That where 
ever he was he never failed to 7reach the Goſpel on the Lords day as bis 
duty , and therefore entreated that the Paſtor of the Pariſh might be de- 
lired ro give place ro him next morning. I ſuſpeCting both his zeal and de- 
lign ( which afterwards appeared ) asked him if he had received any parti- 
cular command frum Chriſt to Preach ar this place and that hour ? The 
Miniſter , ſtar:ling at my Queſtion, anſwered, No, 7 replyed, Sure then 
ocher Miniſters had the ſame obligation ro Preach the Goſpel as he had, 
and moreover it was the Paltors particular duty to Preach to his own Con- 
Srezation on the Lord's day, how then could he in conſcience delire the Pa- 
{tor ro omit his duty , and give place to a ſtranger who had there no duty 
incumbeut upon him ? But the Lord pulled me by the elbow and took me 
off from farther preiling him, and told him, he would fend to the Paſto: 
to give him place. Bur to return to our buſinels, Very feware to be found, 
here and there one of Piety and D-ſcretion , that demeans himſelf j rudently in 
lis Office; and the reaſon is this. Jr is grown up into a general*opinion , 
That none are fit to be admitte4into Holy Orders but ſuch as have ſtudied 
in the Univerſiry z and if he hath learnt a little ro chop Logick, he is pre- 
ſently deemed fir to divide the Word of Truth, and is ealily inſtituted in- 
to a Living, and if he canbring ſome nice Metaphyſical ſpeculations from 
Ariſtotle ; or ſome Theological diſtin tions from Aquinas , then he is worthy 
of two or three Livings or Prebends ; and thus Univerlity Youths, and, 
even Boyes of no experience or diſcretion , are made Spiritual Paſtors, the 
gravel and moſt weighty Office in the World, 7 beſeech you, what have 
theſe Sciences ( falſly ſocalled) to do with the Goſpel , where we find not 
one tittle of them ; but rather decryed as enemies to the Goſpel , as tend- 
ing to vain jangling, ſtrife and contention, nothing of Edification, We 
hal lately a brave ſtory of the Jeſuices in China, who finding the King 
and his Courtiers much delighted with the Mathematicks, but not very 
knowing in them , wrote to the G-neral of their Order at Rowe to ſend 
them ſome Prieſts , very $kilful in that Science, to Preach the Goſpel there, 
Why did they not ſen4 for ſome alſo well skilled in Puppic Plays? ridi- 
culous crea ures ſhall 7 ſay, or rather 1mpious ,- who think-ro ſupport the 
dignity , the majeſty, the divinity of the Goſpel with ſuch humang toyes ? 
Juſt as if a King, having ſome potent Enemy invading his -Countrey , 
ould inftead of leading on a {tour and gallant Army againſt him , lead 
on a Morice-dance capering and frisking moſt feaily , thinking thereby to 
appeaſe and gain the heart of+- his Adverfary, Yea fools and blind; we 
wreſtle not againſt fleſh and blood, but againſt Principalities, againſt Powers, 
arainſt the Rulers of the darkneſs of this world, againſt ſpiritual wuchednefs in 
1gh places, Epbel. 6. 12, And therefore the nl of our warfare muſt _ 
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te carnal but wighty through God ro:the pulling down of ftroug holds , 2, Cor. 
IC. 4. We es as whole armor of God, we Ante Slate ion, the 
breft-plate of Righteouſneſs, the ſheild of faith , the ſword of the Spirit. Read 
alfo Sr, Pau to Timothy and Tirxs, ſetting down the required qualifications 
of Biſhops and Deacons, ſee if you can tind any ſuch Mathematick , Lo- 
gick,, Pbylick? no, buc Gravity, Sobriety, Meckneſs, Diligence, and the 
like, Were ſuch men taken into holy Orders and conſticuted Paftors , the 
Church of Chriſt had been far berter edified , and the Paſtors far more re- 
verenced then cow they are ; though Plato, Ariſtotle , Exclid, Scotus, Aqui- 
»mw, were never known to them, ſo much as by name, yet they would 
wart no paſtoral knowledge which is compleatly comained in Scripture; 
as St. Pay! told Timothy , That i was ſufficient to make him wiſe unto Salvats- 
on, profitable for Dotrine, for Reproof, for Corrett1on, for Inſtruttion that the 
wan o; God mit hit be throughly farniſhed , mark, throughly turniſhed without 
Logick, Phyltck, Matheiratick , Metapbylick,, or School Di-inity, Scripture 
Divinity throughly furniſhes che man of God for 1}, 1 ſpeak not this in diſpa- 
ragement of Voiverlity Learning , wLich I highly value, if rightly made uſe 
of, *cis as uſe/ubas honourable to.a Nation , but niuch ot Vniverlity Learning 
as uſcleſs ro aSpnitual Paſtor , as the Art of Navigation tro a Pbylitian 
the Paſtors only requifite and compleat|y qualifying Science ; being according 
to St. Paul to kwrow nothing but Chrijt and him cructfied , and ta Preach Chriſt, 
rot with enticing words of mans wiſdom, but in demonſiration of the Spiri 
aud of power ; to Preach Chriſt as well out of Pulpit as in the Pulpit ; in ſea- 
ſon and ou: of ſeaſon - to the poor ai:dtotherich, tothe limple and ignorant 
far ratherthan to ti:e knowing ; to Rebuke, to Corre@, to edifice both by 
word and deed, 

Wherefore I moſt hambly beſeech the Church Governours to remember 
the Original Inftitution of the Minittry, what kind of men the Apoſtles 
cho%into ir, grave tlde:ly men, thetetore ity led Elders, and known as 
well by that name as Bithops, who having by long converſa:ion gotten ex- 
pericnce and knowlege ro govern themſelves, were made governors 0f 
others, Igrant we have Timothy for an example of younger years, at 
is, young by way of compariſon to the cther veriiois ;- as a nan ot forty 
may be called young, compared to rhoſe of ſixty ; yet no ; outh limply, nor 
fimple youth : and *cis plain he was a perfon no way ſhort of the Eders 
in grayity, though ſomewhat in years : St. Paul's general Rule was, n0t 
to admir of Novice: ; but all general Rules have ſome exceptiois. Time- 
thy was one and a rare ore, we find not another. Next I pray conlider 
what kind of Preacbing they uſed, you may ealily guels at- their Sermons 
by their Epiſtles, full of ſhort Catechiſtical: Inſtru&tions, grave Exbor- 
rations, ſober Reproofs,, diſcreet CorreRions , andthen tell me whether a 
raw Novice from the Viniverlity with all his Sciences and Languages be 
tk tor this, or rather a grave ſober perſon of ageand experience, _ 
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(29) 
a Focd natural capacky , Illuminated by Scripiure Inftrudion and Prayer; . 
P 


uling alſo the belp ot grave and ſound Interpreters, Really *tis moll evi- 
cent that the Church is 1un into great coneempt by the ilighineſs and gid- 
dineſs of many Miniſtexs, wbo imend noth:ng 4 

Schcol-Boyes Exerciſes in the Pulpic on Suxday , but never attend the other 
Parochial duties, no nor their own advance 1n. Spiritual knowledge, bur 
give themſelves wholly either to idle Studies, or idler Recreations , and 


ae very childten in Divine knowledg and behaviour, I do affirm this + 


inthe picſence of Gadasatruth, and 1 have known ſome pals for very good 
Preachers , that could not give a good account of the Athanaſian Creed , nor 
ſcarce of the Childrens Catechiſme ; Maſters of Art, but School-Boys in 
true Divinity, and fo their Parifhoners contiaue very Babes.-all. their life 
long. ; | 
1c would make any true Chriſtian's heaxt bleed to think, how many 


thouſand popr. ſouls there are in 4bis Land, that bave n@ more knowleds - 


of God then;Heathens , . thouſands: of the jn.endicant condition never come 


to Church ,.and are never lookt after by any; likewiſe thouſands of megn - 


husLandry Men that do come to Church, underftard no more of the Ser- 


mon then Bruites : perchancein their infancy ſome of them learnt a lictle - 
of their Catechiſme, rhatis, they could , like Parrots, ſay ſame broken - 


pieces, bur never underſtand the meaning of 'one line (thisis the common 
way of Chatgchiling ) but afterwards as they grow up to. be Men, grow 
mote babes in Religion , ſo ignorant as ſcarce to know their Heavenly Fa- 


ther, and are adu:ited to the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper befo: e they - 


are able to give acqount of the Sacrament of Baptiſme. This it is- gene- 
rally in the Country , aad inthe City as bad , parily for thereaſon before 


ſpecified , and panly by reafog the number: in many Pariſhes is tar -greater . 


then any one- Paſtor can haye ague care of , he cannot know half the Names 
or Faces of them, much leſs their Faich and Bekaviour:, which is requiſite 


that he may. both inſtrut- and reprove where there is need, Whetefore - 
I bumbly conceive *tis neceſſary to divide thele rymerous Pariſkes jnto + 


ſeveral- parts ; but wi-hal to provide means out of them for ſeveral Mini- 
ſters, for there is no hope, to gain it from their Charity or Prey, which 
is plain Hypocriſy ,' ſceming-ſo zealous to.hear the Word, butts comribute 
noihing towards it ; the Miniſter may Preach his heart out, and, yer nor 


get out. of cheir purſes any tolerable Maintenance ; a poor Husbandman - 
in the Country of twenty pourd a year, that gets his 'bread by the ſwear - 
of his brows, pays mare to |.is Minifter,than a Citizen that gets hundreds a - 


year, luging atgreaveale in his Shop ,,and ſpends more inRibbonds, Lacesand 
Perriwigs 18 one: year, then,hepays to his Miniſter inten or twenty : I be- 


ſeech rhem to-conlader what account they will give to-their Lord and Maſter | 


at that day, 5 
But 1 return to the xrequilice qualities: of a. Miniſter, who according: to 
. oy i 


ut to make a handſom - 
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| (30) | 

St. Paxl is to bea Governor as well as a Preacher; to admoniſh and rebuke 
as well as inſtruct, and therefore of two evils chooſe the leſſer, rather Men 
defeRtive in parts to preach, which may be ſupplied by Homilies, then de- 


fetive in Wiſdom and Diſcrecion to 'guvern, which can't be ſupplied by 
-other "means. But would Men be content with the true Goſpel an4 Apoſte- 
lick preaching , doubtleſs there might perſons be found out fir for both, to 
Govern and to Preach ; to preach one God the Creator of all , one Chritt the 


Receemer of all, one Holy Gholt the SanRifer of all, ro preaci: the Bap- 
tiſme of Reperyance, and the Sa-rament of the Lord's Supper , to preach God- 
tine's, Juſtice, Mercy, Charity , Sobriety, Chaſtiry &c. _ All which will be 
far better performed by a grave and godly conſcientious Man, well Cate- 
chized, though he never ſaw Univerſity , though he knew no other Language 
but tis Mother Tongue , then by any Arifforeli/t , Scotsſt, Aquinariſt , wihall 
their knacks of quiddities and qualities, Syllogiſmes and Enthymens, di 
ſtir.tions- and ſubſumptions &c. Not one Greek, or [talian, or French of a 


thouſand knew. any Language bur his Mother Tongue when the Goſpel tir 


flonriſhed' there; not one /ndiar of hundred thouſand, whiere St. Thomas 
planted the Goſpel , ever heard of Plato or Ariſtotle , and ſo I may ſay of ma- 
ny o:her Nations where the Goſpel was planted and Prieſts ordained, 
When God inftirured 4aror and that 'Priefthood , when - Chriſt inſtituced 
the Apoſtles and this Prieſthood , nor a titile mentioned of- School Sciences 
or Forreign Languages, *Tis true, the Apoſtles by the Holy Ghoſt received 
the gift of Tongues , becauſe they were to preach 1o all Nations ; but we find 
not any infulion of School learning by the Holy Ghoſt, nor any more gift of 
Tcngues after the Goſpel once ſpread over the world, God thought it 
then needleſs, Ipray let's be no wiſer then God and his Chriſt , who con- 
verted the world by the fooliſhneſs of Preaching , but I never yet heard of 
any -one Nation! converted by. rhe wiſdom © of Philoſophical Rherorical 
Preaching. Miſtake me not , I ſay that Sciences and Languages are no way 
neceſſary for common Parovchical Preachers , yet I grant that Sciences, eſpe- 
cially Hiſtorical , and Languages eſpecially the Oriental , are very uſetul to the 
perfe& underſtaniing of Scripture , and very ht for ſome Miniſters to {kudy, 
to whom God hath given parts and means ro acquire them, who may be 
helpful to others; and the Univerſicies are very good places to- train up 
youths to this purpoſe ; but ſtillrheſe faculties are no way neceſſary to a pa- 
rochial Cure, a {mall proportion of Learning with a great deal of Piety and 


' Diſcretion is much better. Belides there is another thing much to be conll- 
 iGered, Were there ſuch grave conſcientious perſons admitted into the Mi- 


niſtry as the Ape/Hes ordained , ſuch Preaching ſer up as they practiſed, and 
all other dec: yed, ſuch double honor paid unto the Miniſtry as St. Paw 


' commanded -and primitively was rendred ( ſuch grave perſons would ſcarce 


ever fail of it ) then we might find thouſands in the Nation that having 
Means of their own , would preach the Goſpel to the poor for conicience 
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ſzke, The maintenance for Miniſters in moſt parts is ſo wretchedly ſmall (and 
{o like to be, the Tythes being inthe hands of -Lay-men-withour hopes of re- 
covery) that there 1s no convenient ſupport for menof Worthand Gravity, 
ard therefore Youths and ſtriplings as wretched are put intothem of meer 


neceflity, that they lye not wholly yoid ; whereas if men chat had ſome Eſtate to- 


tclpto maintain themſelves, being «perſons of conſcience and convenient 
knowledge , were putinto the Miniſtry , and ſuch preaching the Goſp2l accep- 
ted of, as the Apoſtles and Primitive Diſciples uſed, the Cures wou'd be ler- 
red wich far more edification of the people, and honour to the Church, then 
now they are. 

[mol humb!y beſeech all in the ſpiric of meckneſs and humili:y to conli- 
er il:ele things, laying alide the veil of pomp and vanity, which blinds cheir 
eycs, and hinders them from diſcovering the naked truth and limplicity. of 


the Goſpel. Icall the Searcher of all: hearts to witneſs.,-1 wilh unto all. 


Clergy-men both- double honour and double maintenancealſo, 1 can'tthink 
any thing too much for thoſe who conſciencioully labour in.the Miniſtry. Bur 
ſeeing (as I ſaid ) there is no hopes of regaining the Church maintenance, 
we in prudence ſhould leek out ſuch helps as-may be had. Andtruly I have 


greatreaſon to hope , that were this rule obſerved of putting only grave dil- 
creetand conſciencious. peiſons into. the Miniſtry .( whether Univerity mea. 


or not, it matters nor, ſo as fully inſtructed iu re Do&trine of the Goſpel by 
(ound Commentators) many perſons of good rank. and. Eſtate would think 
1: no diſhonour but rather a high honour co enter into it, as they did in the 
Primitive time ; 74/547 neerly related to the Roman Emperour, and afcer- 
wards Emperour himſelf, thought it an honour. ro be admitted a Reader, one 
ofthe loveſt Officesin the Church, An41:tor the better alvancing this- 
bulineS , and ficting all ſorts of men with convenient Knowledge tor the 
Miniſtry, 1 bumbly conceive ft very fitthere ſhould beone good and brief 
Engliſh Comment of Scripture ſe!e&ted and compile4 out of thoſe many vo- 
luminous Authors, laying afid all impertinent criticiſmes , abſtruſe queſti- 
ons, nice ſpeculations , and the like , ſetting down only the plain ard moſt 
obvious ſence in matters of Faith and good life , neceſſary to- ſalvation ; ſuch 
abook to be ſer forth by Authority , with a command that, no man in Ser- 
mons, Exhoi tations or Catechilings teachaoy thing contrary to it, a4 what. 
ever Learning beyon1 that is broug't into. the Pulpit , let it rather be ex- 
ploded then applaude1 ; for if any countenance be given to excuilions, there 
willbeno end, the itch men have to ſhew their Learning will ſoon bring gs 
224n into the vain unedifying practice we now arein. - / humbly conceive: 
tht alſo that the book of Homilies be reviewel, not to corret any thing, 
nthem , for they are moſt excellent ſound Exhortations, containing the 
rue Primitive Spirit; but to add to them what ever 1s wanting to the ne-- 
cellary Do@rine of Faith and goo04 manners, to teach every perſon how to. 
delaye himſelf in his ſeveral vocation , and theſe commanded to be read. 

once. 
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$1 ihe 
- once over every year; for have obſervedſeveral, even good and conſcien. 
tious Preachers totakequiteanother methol , and preach -on this or that 
Chap:er , and{o inthe whole year , yea perchance in two or three years, re- 
ver preach oft the duty between Man and Wife, Parents and Children, Ma. 
:{ters and Servants , Magiſtrates and Subje&s; oromir ro treat of Pride, or 
Malice, or Cheacing, or the hke , by reaſon of which omititons, ſeveral in 
the Congregationate ignorant ianeceflary dmies , though rightly ſtructed in 
many ti.ings unnece (ary. | . 

I expeR that many wilFcry out of this as aenetns to introduce lazineſs in- 
tothe Miviſtry , and a hindrance from exerciſing thoſe Taleits God hath en. 
dowedthem with, To this I anſwer , Firſt, T hat [ had rather the Miniſters 
ſhould be lazie, then the People ignorant in their duty, Bur ſecondly I an- 

Iwer, That belides Pulpic Preaching , the Miniſter may find enough to do to 
keep him from lazineſs, and exercife the beſt , that is, the moſt uſeful Ta- 
lents of a Miniſter , ro vilit and comfort the Sick and Aﬀficted, to compoſe 
Differences and reconcile Janglers, to examine and-inftrut the meaner and 
duller part of his Flock , who are rfot capable of Pulpic preaching , ro whom 
they muſt inculcate both Do@rines and Admonitions ten times over, and 
ſcarcely ſo,, make them apprehend any Spiricual matters. Experience only 
can raiſe a belief how extreamly dull the common people are in the myſteries 
of Faith , and but little quicker-in the principles of a good life : Chriſt dyed 
to fave theſe poor vulgar Souls as well as choſe of the Gentry an4 more 
learn'd, yet the labour of moſt Miniſters is to entertain choſe that know en- 
Ough,, and are very lazy in Catechiling thoſe poor ſouls that know nothing; 
let theſe be fully inftruted, andthen for me , let them ſhew their Talents | 
by preaching as often as they pleaſe to orhers : All that I labour for , is, 
that thoſe may have it who moſt want it, either by injoyning ſuch Homi- 
Jies as I mentioned to be yearly read, or ſuch Sermons to be yeatly preach- 
ed: I am noenemy to true Apoſtolical preaching , God forbid 1 ſhould; 
but to vain Scholaſtical uſeleſs preaching, to have the Paſtor , who {houll 
daily watch over his Flock, fit in his Study all the Week long , picking irom 
that or this Quaint Author a few beautiful Flowers, and then come on Sund.y 
with his Noſegay in his hand to enter.ain Ladies and Covrtiers; for my part 
I count this far more ſinful lazineſs, then toread a Pious Homily on Sunday, 
and all the Week after, go up and down from houſe to houſe taking pains t0 
irſtru& and exhorrt ſuch as I mentioned : But theſe ſhall be ca'led dumb Dogs, 
yet ſurely by none but barking Curs , who are wholly ignorant in true Apo- 
Rolick Preaching ; Pardon me if 1 retutnthem their due , who ſpeak evil of 
that chey underſtand nor. 

They will Obje&t, The Apoſtles and Primitive Diſciples did not read 
Homiites, but Preach'd themſctves , Neither do 1 defire that any one Homily 
Fhould ever be read , ſo as we had the true Apoſtolick preaching both 04 
Sundays in publick, and Week-days alſo in private , where there is nec: 
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But 1 am. ſure ſuch pious Homilies as I mentioned are no ways contra! 

tothe Apoſtolical and primitive praRtice , and are far more uſeful then ſuch 
preaching a5 we baye now adays.. And I am alſo ſure, that in the pureſt 
and moſt. primitive time, Hoaulies under another name were read in the 
Chuiches, thatis, the Fe Apoſtolick godly Biſhops written to other 
Churches, were read in the.Congregation with great Veneration 3 Shall 
the name of Eps/#le make the oneapplauded , the name of Homily make the 
other reproac ed, the contents and the intent being, the ſame, to ſtirr-up 
the peopleto godlinels? If "this will facisfy”, fer the Zomilies be ſtyled Epr- 
fles ro fuch or ſucha. Church”, and.chen t hope they will paſs for current. 
But you will ay, The Compilers of our Homilies are not of equal authority 
to thoſe primitive Epiſtlers; Let that paſs, bur I am fure they are of far 
more authority , then moſt of our Preachers. I'pray conſider, how many 
giddy Youths are of .our Miniftry , how many of greater age bur of as little 


F4 r . o 


gravicy or diſcretion); how many 'thar. vainly preath-rhemſclves and'theie - 
own Ty Chriſt an{tiis Goſpel ; hovw-many thar preachipiouſly and." 


yet not uſefull}, but , as1 faid before, many things unneceſſary; 'omirting 
many neceſſary : Summ up all theſe particulars, and you will tind a ſmall 
remainder that preach pony and edifying alſo, very few to equal the 
Compilers of our Homilies; and then calmly conlider the great uſe, yea 
the grvar neceſſity of ſach Homilies. ''Burif you can furniſh al 

with pious diſcreet edifying preaching Paſtors, I am abundartly ſatisfied , 
and do you ſeal up the Book of Homilies till a new dearth of ſpiritual food , 
which God in his great mercy prevent. Amer. 


Concerning Biſhops and 'P rieſts, 


WW Hoever unbiaſs'd reads the Scripture, thence proceeds to the firſt 
Chriſtian Writers, and ſo goes on from Age to Age, can't doubt bur 

that the Church was always governed by B:ſhops,that is,by one Elder,or Preſ- 
byter, or Preſident, or what elſe you pleaſe ro call him, ſet over thereſt of the 
Clergy with authority to Ordain , to Exhort, to Rebuke , to' Judg and Cen- 
ſure as he found cauſe : no other form of Government is mentioned by any 
Authority for Fifteen hungred years from the Apoſtles downwards. Now 
who can in reaſon and modeſty ſuſpe& thole Primitive Biſhops who lived 
in the days of the Apoſtles, choſen by them into the Church, ſucceeded: 
them in Church Government, yea and in Martyrdom alſo for the Faith, as 
Clemens , Ignatius , Polycarpus and others, who, 7 ſay , can ſuſpect them ro 
be preyaricatorsin Church Diſcipline, and take upon them another form of 
REC F Epiſcopal 
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-Epiſcopal Government. contrary . to. Apoſtalican. .Inſtitution.. Theſe great 
Maſters of Self-denyal wbo A their, Layes for the. Trath ' woullf rhey 
tranſmi unto Poſtgrity..a Church Governmens, contrary ta the Truth ; ler 
who will believe it, I can neitl.er believe jt, nor ſuſpeX it: And there js 
yer anather thing very. abſervable ,; that alltbe Orthodox Church difperſed 
all tke-world. over ,, ſame parts tgving ng. correſpondence at alf with. the 
other by reaſon, of diſtance, ſome by Warrs. divided and made cruel Ene. 
mies,, yer all agree in. this. form q Government ; "and nor; qfily the Or- 
thodox, bur alſo. ths Schiſmaricks. and Hereiicks, ,. whoſeparated from, ha- 
ted and perſecy;ed the Qr.hadox; Chunch ,. they. likewiſe , retained” ilk this 
form; of, 'Government , as if all were of Mt, compelled to, acknow- 
tedg this, baving never known, heard, nox dream'd of other. ' And 
therefore nothing bur neceſlicy , if that, can excuſe choſe who firſt fet up 
another form of Goveroment to. their 9wn fif'» 5; them ſtand or fol, 
L will nor. preſyme-30 cenſure them; I, will galy ſay , That froth the begin- 
ing it was nt ſor and:1 thank God fus no; 1p vb os, but"as « was In 
the beginning, fo it is now- wich us ,' and; ever ſhall be I ult ig God.” 
Arcen, | WE, 

Bur notwithſtanding all this, yet *cis very much 'to be doubted whe- 
ther they were of any diſtic, fuperiogr order from and, above che Preſ- 
byzers,, or one, of the ſame order fer qver. the, reſt wich, power to ordain 
Elders, to exhort, rebuke, chaftiſe , as; 7 zethy and Ts were confticuted 
by Sc. Pl. For though they were ofthe ſame order with the other El- 
ders and Paſtors, yet there was great reaſon for ſome to be placed with grea- 
ter Authority to rule over the reſt, The Scripture tel!s us, That even in 
the days of the Apoſtles there were ſeveral ſeducing teachers, leading the 
- people into errors and-herefies, and-more were to follow alter the Apo- 
files times, grievous wolves in ſheeps clothing , and therefore it was very 
neceſſary to pick out ſome of eminent ſoundneſs in faich and godlineſs of 
life, and ſet them up en high with great Authority , as fixed Stars in the 
Heavens ( ſo ſtyled Revel. %, to whom all might have regard in dangerous 
times, as Marriners obſerve in their Sea-faring journies. But the Seripcure 
no where expreſſes any diſtinction. of oxder amoag the Elders, we find 
there but two. orders mentioned, Biſhops and Deacons. Of Deacons we 
ſhall trea. afterwards. Let us now. proceed-to- the Order of Biſhops and 
Prieſts, which the Scripture diſtinguihes not, for there we find but one 
kind of Ordination, then certainly but one Order, for two. diſtint Or- 
ders can't be conferred in the ſame inſtant, by.the ſame words, by the ſame 
ations, They who think Deaconlhip and Prieſthood diſtin, the one 
fubſerviert to the other, though they intend. in the ſgme hour to conſe- 
crace the ſame Man Deacon and Prieſt, dothey not firſt compleat bim Dea- 
con, then. PrieR>: I pray let any Man ſhew. me fcom Seripture ( as I fail) 
Tuotby or Titus or any one.oxtlained twice , made firſt Prieſt. then. Piſhep, 
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whichis abſolutely —_—_— they be diſtin& charaers ; and *cis peneral- 
ly affirmed, thongh I humbly conceive they ſcarce underſtand what they 
affirm, T mean they 'enderftand not what theſe Characters are, whether” 
Greek,, Hebrew , of Arabick, or what elſe. But let that paſs, I deſire therh 
only' ro ſhew me how a Man cat make two charaQers with one ſtroke or 
motion,” A.andB, at the ſame inftant. If thenneither Timothy nor Titus , 
nor any other were but once ordained , whence can we gather theſe two 
diſtin charaRers, theſe two diſtin& Orders? We find the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves but once'ordained ,' thoſe by the Apoſtles bur once ordained , and ſo 
on. When St. Parl left T5rm in Creeteto ordain , he mentions only one or- 
di:ation, thar of Presbyters, (ſothe word in Greek) no other, ther's no 
commiſſion given him to ordain Biſhops and Presbyters. Who then was to 
ordain Biſhops there ? not Tirws , he had no ſuch command , we do not find 
chat St. Pax himfelf did; And ſure you will not grant that the Presbyters 
which Tis 6rdained , that they could ordain Biſhops there , for you will nor 
allow them to ordain ſo much as Presbyters? Yer Biſhops you will needs 
haye in every City, and in Creere were very many , who ordained Biſhops 
for them all? Truly I can'c find , nor you neither I believe. But you will 
ſay, The ſuperior order contains in it virtually the inferior order , / let this 
paſs at preſent ,) doth Presbyter then virtuglly cantain Bithop ?: If ſo, then 
all Presbyters are Biſhops, No ſay you, Biſhop is theſuperior order , and 
that contains in it Presbyter. -You ſay ſo, but by your leave you are to 
prove ſo, or give me leave to ſay otherwiſe , eſpecially ſceing 1 have Scrip- 
tscefor my ſaying , and you have none for yours. Bur ſhould I grant Bithop 
che ſuperior , what then ? we find Tr ordained not any but Presbyters , 
as he was commanded by St. Paul; ſo we areftil at a loſs for eur Biſhops , 
we find not their Ordination. Or did St. Pax! miftake in his expreſſion , and 
meaning Biſhops in every City, ſaid Presbyreys in every City , letthis paſs alſo , 
and 1 pray let us ſee what you mean by this, The ſnperior order virtually 
contains the inferior. Do not you ſay they are two diſtint Orders, two 
real diſtin& indelible charaRers imprinted in the Soul, as the School-men 
affirm ( give me leave to talk their Language though I underſtand it not”) 
If Itake a fair paper and make an A. upon it for the charaRer of Presby- 
ter, and then make a B, upon it for the CharaQer of a Biſhop , the ſame pa- 
per contains both Chara&ers, but ſure one CharaRer doth not contain 
the other , A. doth not contain B. nor doth B. contain A. So the ſame 
Soul may receive two CharaQters, two Orders, but if thetwo Orders be 
diſtin , how can they contain each other, I underſtand no more then I do 
theſe Holy Charaers, If they can paint them out nfo me in their pro- 
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i per figures , perchance I may underſtand them better, but as yet I ingeni- 
oully confeſs my ignorance. I grant in a Metaphyſical way of Abſtra- 
Qion , the ſuperiour ſpecies contains the inferionr genus. A Man, a rational 
2 creature , contains the animality of a — the inferiour ceecature 0 
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do:h not contain a real Horfe in his belly, nor. cat a- man, beget Horſes or 
men when he-pleaſes. Nor can you truly. ſay a,man is @ Horſe, I believe 
my Schoolmen would take it in ſouff.thould affirm any of them to be Hor. 
ſes, &c. But they affirm'that a Bsjyep doth not only virtually contain the 
Pxieſthood , bmi 15 really a Prieſt, and can make Prieſts or Biſhops as. he 


pleaſe, W hereby you may ſee this anſwer, Thatthe Superiour Order vir. 


tually contains the inferiour, is ameer evaſion; it ſounds as if ir were ſome- 
thing , but really is nothing t6 our purpoſe at all,; for.we are not now upon 
Metapl.yſical abſtraRions, - but: real individuat ſubliſtencies., two aftual di. 
itint Orders, asthey would haye it , two diſtinct, indelible characters imprin- 
ted on mens ſouls by Ordination , as A, and B. wiich cannever be truly affir. 
med one of the other, A. is not B. and B. is not A. a man is not a horle, and 


a Horlſeis not a man; ſoa Bilhop ordain'd only Biſhop, is not a Prieſt , nor a 


Prieſta Biſhop, it they be d:ſtizaR. , Wherefore I mult beleive them one and 
the ſane Order, -elpecially ſeeing the Scripture applies the ſame name pro- 
m'(cuoully to bo:h ; which is the ſecond argument of their identity, ts be one 
and the fame, 

As. 20, St, Parl ſends to Epheſus tocall the Presbyters of that Ghurch vn- 
him at 1ilerum, and ſpeaking to them be calls them all Biſhops ( 1n our Tran- 
ſla.ion tis Overſeers) Verſe 28, Soin his Epiſtle rothe Phi//zppians, he directs 
to.all the Saints with the Biſhops and Deacons, both in the: plural number fo 
that by the word B:ſbops , we muſt netds underſtand Presbyters , for Bithops 
as we now take the word, were never many in one City. I pray obſerve 
alſo St. Paul Epiſ. to T irs 1.5, For this cauſeleft I thee in Crete----- that 
thou ſhould:ſt ordain Elders in every City--- if any | e blamelefi-- for a Bilhop 
muſt be blameleſs, Is it not here evident , that an Elder and a Biſhop in St. 
Pauls Language is one and the fame; ot:erwiſe there were no. coherency 
at all in St. Paii!'s ſpeech. It this be not convincing, -t hana all poſſible eva- 
lion, Iunderftand nothing of diſcourſe, Other ſuch places are obvious in 
Scripture to every one, I need mention no more 3 only [ delire to inform t'e 
Reader of a paſſage to this purpoſe, in an Epiſtle of Clemens tothe Corinthians, 
This Clemens is mentioned in Scripture, and is he whom St, Perer appointed 
his ſucceſſor at Rowe, and who was of ſo great Authority , that,as St, Hie- 
rox.etells us, this his Epiſtle was read in Churches: Now in this Epiſtle 
Clemens particularly fers forth the conſtitution of the Church by the Apoſtles, 
and whart Miniſters they ordained in the Church, to wit, Biſnops and Dea- 
cons , he names no other, which ſeews to meas full an evidence as can be, that 
there were no.other Orders in the Church in thoſe daies but thoſe rwo; And 

et weare ſure there was then Presbitersin the Church , for Peter and 7ohn 
call themſelves Presbyters , and St. Peter calls chem Presbiters to whom he 
wrote his Epiſtle; ſo that if there were but two Orders, towit, B:ſhops and 
Deacons, Presbyrers muſt be one and the ſame with Biſhops or. with Deacons; 


not. with Deacons therefore one and the. ſame with Biſhops; One oe 
OE calle 
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called by two names promiſcuouſly in Scripture, as hath been ſhewed before: 


And1 Fi21a) Loom obſerve that ofthofe two names Presbyter and Brſhop , if 
therebe any dignity and etninency expreſt in one -ing ans the other, ſure 
it is in the name of Presbiter , not Brſhop, becauſe the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves , and the chief of the Apoſtles (as ſane would have it who ſtand bigh- 
e& on their Paniables ) are in Scripture ſtyled Prebyrers or Elders , as the 
word in our Engliſh Tranſlation , but never Biſhops, as / remember, Anl 
therefore I cain*c bvt wonder why that haughty head cf the Papiſts ſhould 
not aſſume to himſelf the title of his pretended predeceſſor Sr, Peter , Presby- 
ter rather then Biſhop , unleſs ic. be by God's providential diſpoſure to ſhew 
his blindneſs in this as well as in other things, and make him confute himſelf 
by this name of Biſhop, which was never given to Sr, Peter , no more then 
St. Peter gave unto him the' Headihip of the Church. As to the interpre- 
tations and anſwers given to theſe and ſuch like Scripture expreſlions , ſure 
Inzed not take any pains to confute them, for they are ſo weak as tha: 
Petavins, alate Writer, and great ſtickler for the ſuperiority of Epiſcopacy, 
Curſt not truſt to them , nor would venture his credir to make uſe of t'iem, 
but found out a new and rare conceit, as he conceives, That theſe Pres- 
ters mentioned in Scripttire and called by both names, were all really 
B:ſhops , an that the Apoltles Ordained them ſo , as moſt convenient for 
tha: time; for the Congregations of the Faithful being ſmall , there neecel 
no Prieſts under the Biſhops to officiate, and yer there was need of a 
Biſhop in thoſe ſmall Congregations, becauſe there were ſeveral things to be 
done, which were not within the power and capacity of Presbrrers ro act, 
(as he ſuppoſes ) 1x. the laying on of hands, and confirming the Faithful 
after Baptiſme', the' veiling 'of devoted Women, the reconciling of peni- 
tents, the ordaining Deacons where there was need, and adds moreover 
ſeveral impertinences , asthe making of Chriſme, conſecrating Church-Yel- 
ſels, &c. And Peravins mightily applauds himſelf in this conceit , as the 
only means toclear all difficul:ies: Our Door Hammond alſo finding the 
uſual interpretations of thoſe places of Scripture above mentioned 100 weak 
to ſuſtain the arguments builded on rhem for the Unity of Octer, goes along 
after Petavirs a great way inthe fore cired diſcourſe (though not in the later 
impertinances), and affirms that the Presbyrers then were all Boſbops Ard 
ſo far ] go with them, that all were Presbyters, all B:ſhops , becauſe all was 
one, and one was all, ſeveral names not ſeveral Ordeis, as they would have 
it, and this / humbly conceive firmly proved by my former Argument of 
one Ordination , wherein two diſtin&t Orders could not be conferre1, fo 
that flill 7 require them to ſhew me from Scripture where theſe Presbyrer- 
Biſhops were twice Ordained , elſe it cannot be truly affirmed they were 
really ar.d aftually Prieſts and Biſhops, Asfor that anſwer , That t!.ough 
but one Order was conferred ,*viz. Epiſcopal , yet that being ſuperior to the 
Prieſthood contains this virtually_in it ; fir you are to prove B:ſhop to be. 

: ſuperiour 
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ſuperior to Presbiter , which IT deny, the Apoſtles being eculiatly called 


Presbyters. Secondly, that one contains the-other, I ſuppo is already con. 
fured, and fully declar'd that it cannot be; And as I mentioned before, yaudo 
in effe& confels it your ſelves by your praQtie 3 for if the Superiour Order 
ſo contains the inferiour as to enable a Man thereby to a all chings belonging to 
the inferiour , it is a very impertinent thing to ordain a Man , as you do, firſt 
a Deacon, then a Prieſt, thena Biſhop , when you delign to. confer all upon 
bim in the ſame day and hour, | 


And now I pray give me leave to examine a little Petavins his rare conceis, 
which he conceives will ſatis'y all former objeQions, and will meet with n0 
news ones. Heconfelſes the Presbyrers of the Apoſtles times were all of one 
Order, viz. Biſhops , becauſe the Paſtors of each congregations might per. 
form thoſe ſeveral afts he mentions, which a bare Presbyter is not capable of. 
And why not capable of them, how doth he prove this? he brings not one 
title of proof for this cut of Scripture, where there are good proofs to the 
contrary. St, Peter and St. Zohn, Presbyters, could do all theſe and more, 
Ergo, Preibytersare capable of all. Butfſaith he , The Apoſtles were Biſhop 
alſo; alſo is impertinent , as ſignifying ſomewhat elſe ; whereas I ſay and prove 
*US one and the ſame Order , only another name , it lyes upon him to prove 
this difference of Orders; and how deth he prove it , becauſe Presbyters cat'c 
do the acts of a Biſhop, why , this is the thing in queſtion 3 and. thus he runs 
round to prove this by that, and that by this, and not one tittle out of Scrip. 
ture for either. I know full well by ſeveral Canons of Councils made ſome 
at onetime, ſome at another, the Brſhops reſerved many things tothemſelves, 
whereof moſt of them had been practiſed formerly by Presbyrers , and the Ci- 


- nons were made to prevent the like for the future; 'for had there not been ſucha 


pactice, there had beenno need of ſuch Canons, whereby they reſerved thele 
things unto themſelves, and for their own greatneſs would needs perſwade the 
World , that Presbyters were not capable of them, I grant, that for decency 
and order in that ſence , ſome things may be reſerved to ſome, other things 
to other to perform, but that the Order of Pr:efhood was not capable, is 
even ridiculous that the Prieſftheod being capable to do the greateſt things, 
ſhould not be capableto do the leaſt, he can conſecrate the Souls of Men by 
Baptiſm and the Lords Supper, yet ( for ſooth ) can't conſecrate their Oyl , and 
their Cups, and their Candleſtiks, which we never heard the Apoſtles did 
or dream'd of, but are the fonddreams of dotiog Men, juſt like the Phariſees 
waſhing cups and platters after the do@rines of Men. Really there needs no 
better confuration of their diſtin&ion and ſuperiority of Epiſcopal Order, then 
the mean ridiculous things which they aſcribe unto their Biſhops, and debar 
Presbyters of, which my thinks a Presbyter ſhould contemn were they offered 
him ; and therefore ſ:ch Arguments as theſe are not worth the ſmall painsT have 
takenabout them. : > Ty 
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I proceed to ſomewhat that ſeems a little better ; Petavine tells vs, That 
the number of Chriſtians encreafing , and fa&ions ariliog in the Church , 
the Apoſtles at: length towards the «nd of their times, choſe owt of theſe 
Pre ;byrer+ Biſhops , ſome chief Men and placed them! as Governors over: rhe 
reſt, and relerved unto theſe principal Men the power of ordaining ; thus 
tar | freely confenr, the Scripture declares it, and it ſeems moſt Rational. 
And I hunibly concetve thefe Governors , and Ordainers were Men of great 
prudence and moderation, and probably had alſo that gift of the Holy 
Choſt, The difcerning of ſpirits, and judging of Men ( 2 gift ggentioned in- 
Scriprure among others ) that none might be admitted into the Prieſthood 
but Men of meek and peaceable ſpirits, But now T would' ask Peravins 
when theſe Governing Ordaining Biſhops were” ſet over the reſt of the 
Precbyter- Biſhops , when Titus was firſt ſettled with this-Authority in Creere, 
and when T :worby was thus placed at Epheſis , where we tind before were 
ſeveral Presbyter- Biſhops, what became of them? were they un- Biſhop*d and 
made ſimple” Presbyters? they muſt no more ordain nor govern, but be 
ſybjeRt to Timothy ard Titys, I am ſure it was thought no ſmall puniſh- 
ment in future Ages, when B:ſhops were thus by decrees of Councel abaſed 
and caft down .unto che Presbyter form , and it was for fome notorious - 
crimes. I pray what crime were all theſe Presbyter- E:fhops guilty of, to be 
thus, handled , and tumbled” down” ima a lower form? Truly. Petavins 
trats*hardly* with them, unleſs He can ſhew us their crime. Or will he in-- 
ſtead of acculing them excufe himſelf, and I were not un-Biſhopt 
ror abaſed',. but. only reſtrained from exerct | 
was capable of, had they been commiſſioned thereto. Truly I muſt com- 
mend Petavius if be will thus ingeniouſly confeſs the truth , for 1 ſhall-by 
and by fully declare that 'tis the diverlity of Commiſſion, and not of Order, 
that enables Menggo aQt diverſly , and that a Biſhop without commiſtion can 
do no more than @ Presbyter without commiſtion ; and"therefore 1 fax.her 


begg of Pceavins, that, till he can prove the comrary , he would confeſs. 


them alſo to' be all of one ſingle Order , called only by divers names, Pref, 
or Biſhop , and one choſen out of the number , not the reft abafed, bar he 
exalted with authority to Govern, | This is the rational and common pra- 
tice of all Societies, Corporations, Coliedges, Monaſterics, Conclave of 
Cardinals, what not; There is. no new Order ſuppoſed in any of theſe , 
but only a new Ele&tion, and a new Authority given , according to the 


fundamental conſtitution of each Society. The Pope himſelf with bis tri-- 


ple crown ard triple dominion over all Patriarct 8, Arch- Biſhops , Biſhops, 
pretends to have- no. new order of Popeſhip, but only the new Authority 
conferred by his EleRion :: why then may not Presbyters choſen to prelide- 
over the reft without any new Order , do the like. And for this very rea- 
ſon 1- conceive Fuftin Aartyr uſes the name of Preſident always for piſfop; 
and St, Cyprian-alfo, a Biſhop himſelf, and moſt glorious Martyr, =_ - _ 
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himſelf and other Biſhops generally. by the name of Prepoſirus, as if this 
were the main diſtin&tion berwixt himſelf. and bis Presbyters,,: that he was 
Prepoſiius only., one, of them placed with, authority oyer them :. no more: 
Nor doth the -name of Biſhop in the original Greek. lpnity any more then 
an Overſeer of the reſt. And as forthe avoiding of Herelies and Fa&'ons : 
they thought ir. meet to ſetcle fome Biſhop , of great ſoundneſs in faith, 
and godlineſs of life, with authority to reſtrain and chaſftiſe diſorderly Pa. 
Kors, Juſyſo, when whole Nations were converted , and not only the Pa. 
Kors bur the Biſhops alſo (who had overlight of the Paſtors ) encreaſed in 
number, then for the ſame reaſon it was thought fic there ſhould be an 
.Qverſeer of the Bilhops, and be called an Arch-Bilhop; when the Arch. Bi. 
ſhops were multiplied ,- then ano. her ſet over them , and te called a Patriark ; 
and at laſt one over che Parriarks, and be call'd Papa a Pope Catexochen , 
though Papa before was a name attrtibured to other Biſhops. ._ Now as Pop: 
Patriarch, Arch-Biſrop , Biſhop, are all one andthe ſame Order ( Papiſts 
themſelves grant this ), ſo Bſhop , Elder , Presbyter., Prieſt, all one andthe 
ſame, only one of theſe ſer over the reſt, and he now particularly call'd 
Epiſcopas , that is, Bilbop Catexochen , becauſe he overſees the Overſeers: 
but this laſt conſticution only is Apoſtolical, the other of Arch-Bilhop, 
Patriark , Pope, are meer humane, not ar all mentioned in Scripture. 

Buc now another Obje&ion ariſes, Peravi*s grants-that all the. Elders 

which the Apoſtles Ordained were Biſhops, and towards the end of «he 
- Apoſtles days they ſer ſome eminent amongit them over the' reſt to govern 
and ordain Elders in every City , as Timorhy and Titus, and theſe Elders in 
eyery Ciy were Bilhops , and thus the Apoſtles left the Church with Bi- 
ſhops only and Deacons. And this is evident by what I brought before out 
of Clemens , who lived after the Apoſtles days, and mentions only Bi- 
ſhops and Deaconslett by the Apoſtles, This being ſo, Y delire to know 
who at.er the Apoſtles days began this new kind of Ordination of Presby- 
gers Or Elders not Biſhops , the Apoſtles Ordained none {uch; who then? 
and by what authority was this new Order ſer up? the Scripture mentions 
it not; whenard by whom came it in? A very bold undertaking without 
Scripture or Apoſltolical praQice. . 

7 will not boaſt my conceit as Peravix doth his; only 7 wiſh the Reader 
£0 conlider which is moſt practical, moſt rational, or rather moſt ſcrip- 
tural , thereon 7 framethis wole Fabrick as the Rock and only ſure Foun- 
dation ; bwmane Brain is t00 weak to ere& and to ſupport the Fabrick of 
the Church of God , which the Romanifts have made a very Babel with their 
humane inventions and muttiplied Chara&ters and Orders; ſome of then 

would have nine ſcveral holy Orders in God's Church militant here on 
Earth, becauſe there are nine ſeveral Orders of Corleftial Spirits in the 
Church Triumphant in Heaven. This is a caſtle of their own building in 
the Air, a rare foundation for God's Church. Others will have ſeyen S 
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veral Orders and Characters as ſeven Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, Hith the ' 


Holy Ghoſt then but ſeven ſeveral Gifts to confer on Men? St.Paul,1 Cor. 12, 
counts Unto us nine 3 not as if- thefe were all, but only for example (ke, 
to ſhew us that many and divers Gifts are conferred on us by one and the 
ſame Spirit z and in the concluſion of the ſame Chapter he mentions cight. 
T'o&ſe things were uttercd accidentally according to the occafion, not as li- 
miting the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt to any ſet number. But if you will 
farther look into their application of theſe Gifts of the Holy Ghoit, and ſce 
to what kind of ſeveral Orders they appropriate them, it would make a 
Man amazed to ſee ſober Learned Men, even that great Wit and Scholar 
Aquinas,diſcourle in ſuch wild manner as did you but ftand behind a Cur- 


tain to hear and not ſ:e them, you doubtleſs would conclude you heard * 


ſome old Woman in the Nurſery telling her Dreams t#Children, rather than 
Divine Doctors ia School. I'le name but one or two of their Orders, The 
Porter of the Church Door is one, and he ( forſooth ) hath a Sacred Cha- 
rater imprinted on his Soul,and his Gitt is the diſcerning of Spirits, that he 
may judge who are fit to enter into God's Church, who to be ſhut out. 
Another of their Orders is that of Acolouthi, who are now (antiently they 
were quite another thing) certain Boys carrying Torches, and attending 
on the Biſhop ſaying Mals 3 theſe have their CharaRter alſo, and the r Git 
of the Holy Ghoſt, is the interpretation of Tongues, fignified ( no doubt 
on*t ) by the Light in their Hands, but underſtand no more of Tongues 
than the Stick of their Torch. I will not weary you with more of their 
Abſurdities. 


Our Epiſcopal Divines rejeQing theſe chymerical fancies of Orders and . 


Characers,: ſuppole it to be a certain Faculty and Power conferred by the 
laying on of hands for the exerciſe of Miniſterial Duties 3 and according to 
this purpoſe the Superior Order contains the Inferiour, as the greater Power 
contains in it the leſs : Thus Epiſcopacy being the ſuperior Order, contains 
in it Prieſthood and D-aconſhip, theſe three are their ſuppoſed diftinc&t 
Orders. They may ſuppoſe this if they pleaſe, and.I may ſuppoſe the 
contrary: But I would gladly know on what Scripture they ground this 
diſcourſe, that's the thing I ſtill require, and there we find no larger Fa- 
culty or Power given to Biſhops, but rather to Pregbyters, as I have ſhewed, 
the Apoſtles who had the greateſt power being ſtiled Presbyters, not Biſhops. 
And when our Bzhhops do Ordain Presbyters, do not they uſe the very ſame 
form of words which our Saviour uſed when he Ordained the Apolſiles ? 
Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt : whoſe fins ye. forgive, they are forgiven, &c. Do 
they not then by the ſame words confer the ſame power ? (for 1 hope they 
uſe no Equivocation, nor mental Reſervation) if. the Power be- the ſame, 
the Order is the ſame by their own Rule. Again, let us examine their own 
Practice 3 Do they not require a Man ſhould be ordained firſt Dc;acon, be- 
fore he be ordained Pricſt, and _— before Biſhop 3 what needs this, if 
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42 ) | 
the ſuperiour contains the inferiour. But in Scripture we find it otherwiſe, 
Timothy who long; officiated under St. Paul as a Presbyter, when he was left 
at Epbeſus, and ſo when Titus was left at Creet, both to be Biſhops, we find 
no new ordination 3 were this requiſite, ſure the Scripture would have gj- 
ven us at leaſt ſome hint of it, but not one tittle there, But it the Scripture 
be defective in expreſſipns, you will ſupply it by the expreſſions and pra- 
ice of the Church in ty(t ſucceeding Ages. 

Before you go'onand take much pains to ſhew me this, give me leave 
to tell you, that I ſhall not ealily recede from Scripture in fundamentals, 
either of Faith or Church-diſcipline, in things indifferent of themſelves, 
or in more weighty mitters very doubtfully expreſs't in Scripture, I ſhall 
always moſt readily ſubmit to the interpretation of the Primitive and Uni- 
ver{a! Church, I require both Primitive and Qniverſal 3 for I ſhewed bes 
fore, that in matters of Faith there were-fome errors very Primitive, yet not 
continued by the Univerſat Church, but rezeQed in ſucceeding Ages. And 
at the time of the Evangelical Retormation by Luther, Melanton, Calvin, 
&c. 1 can ſhew ſome errors generally received in moſt, if not in all the 
Churches of Chrifiendom, but neither approved nor known by the Pri- 
mitive Church ; wherefore 1 require what you produce, ſhould be both 
Primitive and. Unjverſal, and this to interpret. (ome -place of Scripture 
doubtful in it felf, not plain : Now as to the buſinels. in hand, & cart yield 
that the Scripture is very doubtful in it, or ſcarce doubtfulat all ; for though 
in Scripture 'tis not in termini. ſaid Pregbytery. and Epiſcopacy are both one 
and the ſame Order, yet the circumſtantial expreſſions are (as I have ſhew- 
ed) fo ſtrong and many, that they are' equivalent to a clecr expreſſion ir 
terminis. Secondly, this is nota'matter of any. inditferency,; but of vaſtand 
dangerous conſequence, if miſtaken, That a Church: without ſach:Brſhops: 
as you require can't be truly call'd a Church, and {o we thall exclude many 
Godly Reformed Churches : For if Biſhops be of ſuch a ſuperiour and di- 
fitu& order as you pretend, if the power of Ordination be inherent in them 
only, Then where ng Biſhop, no true Pricfts ordained, where no Priefts no 
Sacraments, where no Sacraments no Church, Wherefore I humbly be- 
ſeech you be not too poſitive in this point, leſt thereby you:do not only con» 
dema all the Refoxmed Churches, but the Scripture and St. Paul alfo, who 
tells as, That the Sccipture is ſufficient to-make us wiſe unto Salvation,both 
in matters of faith and works alfo, to inſtruct and throughly furniſh-us to 
every good work : and will any deny this of Ordination to be both a good 
and neceffary -work, ſeeing, that the powerfub-preaching the. Word and ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacraments depend npon ite. ' Wherefore I darc'not by 
any means ſuſpe& the Scripture deteQtive in this weighty affair. Yet to 
ſhew you our willingne(s to hearall things, let us hear what you cantell us 
from Antiquity, ; 
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The firſt:you bring is Epiphanive, chree hundred years after the Apoſtles, 
from whom the mam Objcction is drawn againſt the Indenfity of Order,and 
ſhot as a Cannon Ball againit us beyond all poſſible refifttance, but you will 
tind it to be a mcer Tennis Ball. Epiphanizs making a Catalogue of Here- 
ticks, puts in /Errs for one, who wasan Arian, 'and moreover held that 
Biſhops and Priefts were all of one Order,and of equal Dignity-andAuthori- 
ty,and that a Prerbyter had power to Ordain, Confirm, and in ſhort, to a& 
any thing equa! with a Biſhop. That he was an Heretick is apparent, be- 
ing an Arrian; nay I ſhall not ſcruple to yeeld unto you'that he was an He- 
retick in this his affertion concerning Epiſcopacy and Presbytery, (as we now 
underſtand them) I ſay,the Aﬀertion contains Herefie in one part but not 
in every part, viz. That the Biſhop and other Prezbyters are of <qual au- 
thority and power to a&, this may, in ſorne ſenſe; be called Herefic, tor it 
is againſt Apoſtolical Conſtitution declared in Scriptare; therefore at H. - 
reliez and it youcan ſhew me from Scripture as much againſt Identity of 
Order, I thall brand him for an Heretick in that alfo 3 but being ſure there 
is no ſuch thing in Scripture, there can be no Herefie in affirming the Tden- 


tity. I fully agree with Tertullian, we can make nojudgment, de rebus fi- 


dei, nifi ex liters fidei, of matters of Faith butfrom the writings of Faith, 
that is, the Scripture, and therefore I ſhall never be pulled from this Pillar of 
Truth. The Scripture is our compleat Rule of Faith, -no Opinion is hereti- 
cal and damnable which is not againſt that. Now, Good Reader, I pray take 
notice that Epiphanins was a very godly Biſhop in the main, but yet a very 
cholerick Man, as appears in that his fierce conteſt with Johy Biſhop of 
Conſtantinople, and his bitter exptcfſions therein, which 1 do not mention in 
diſparagement of this holy Man, but only to give the Reader a caution to 
remember, that paſſi>nate Mcn do ſometimes cenſure more ſeverely than 
| there is cauſe : Epiphanixs being a Biſhop,and finding the authority and dig- 

nityfof Epiſcopacy much diſparaged by Arins being an Arrian Heretick, falls 
upon him ſharply for this his Opinion alſo, wherein he was in part much to 
be condemned, as I freely confeſt before, but not in the very- Point now in 
queſtion z nor doth Epiphanizs himſelf condemn him in this particular as an 
Heretick, but only inthe grols, to which I freely givermy vote. But you 
will tell me, that a Man of a far milder temper, St. Aſtin, doth alſo enrol 
Frins among Hereticks. I know it well, but I defire you to know that 
St. Auſtin doth not lay this to his charge as an Hercfie, for he ſaith only 
thus : res alſo wat an Heretich , for be fell imto Arrian Hereſie,and be added 
ſome Opinions of his owns then St, Auſtin recounts ſeveral of his Opint- 
Ons, whereof this was one,” That he affirmed there” was no difference be- 
tween a Biſhop and a Presbyter 3 where I pray you obſerve, Sr. Auſtia gives 
us the reaſon why he ratks him with Hercticks, (t7z.,) becauſe he fel} into 
the Arrian Herefie 3 then follows, And he added ſome Opinions of his own: 


St. Auflin calls theſe Opintons not Hereſies, for he doth not fay Fe added 
| G 2 more 
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more Herefies of his own. ' Secondly, I pray you obſerve St. Auſtin makes 
no mention of hfs affirming the Identity of Order, but only this, Fhat there 
was no difference at all between Biſhop and Presbyter, 'wherein I will con- 
demn ZArius as well as you- Butas for the Identity of Order, 'tis well 
known that St. Aruſftin is noted by Medina, a Papiſt Writer and others, to 
encline to this Opinion 3. but for my part I think the words quoted from St. 
Auſtin de not expreſs any Opinion one way or other to this purpoſe, but are 
only a Complement to St, Hierom, who was but a Prespyter 3 yet in humi- 
licy St. Auſtin being a Biſhop, acknowledges him to be his ſuperiour in many 
things. But dctire you to take notice of another very remarkable and 
moſt. worthy paſlage of St. Anſtin, who tells us plainly that we are not to 
read him, or any other Author,ever ſo holy or ever ſo learned, with any ob- 
ligation to ſubmit to his or their Opinions, unleſs they prove their Opini- 
ons by Scripture or convincing Reaſons. So then, had Arins been decla- 
red both by Epiphanius and St. Auſtix alſo to have been an Heretick in this 
very particular of Identity of Order, yet they bringing neither Scripture 
nor any reaſon at all, but meerly a bare narrative of Arizs and his Opinions, 
not (o much as calling his Opinion in this particular Herefic,much lefs offer- 
ing proofs for it 3 by St. Aſtin's rule we miy, with great civility to them 
and great confidence in the truth, ſtill affirm the Identity of Order. 

Buc how. will I anſwer that Objection taken out of St. Hierom, who, ſay 
you, wasas great a leveller of Biſhops with Prieſts as any (and therefore. what» 
ever comes trom him, you may be ſure is extracted from him by the power- 
fu)ncls, of undeniable truth) yet he confeſſes that Biſhops have the authority 
ot Ordination more than Presbyters. A Man may (mile to (ee this uſed as 
an Argument for the preheminency of Biſhops, which is dixeRtly againſt it ; 
for St. Hierom having diſcourſt of the equality and Identity 'of Pregbyters 
and Biſhops, aud having brought many Arguments from Scripture to prove 
that Biſhop and Presbyter was only two names for one and the ſame Oft- 
hce tor a further confirmation hereof asks this queſtion,. I pray what doth 
a Biſhop do more than a Presbyter except Ordination ? plainly intimating 
thereby, that this could make no ſuch diſtinction of eminency in them 
»bove Presbyters: I beſeech you confider, Do not Precbyteys perform Ot- 
hces of a higher nature than Ordination. Prezbyters are ordained Embaſ- 
{adors for Chriſt.to preach his Holy Goſpel for the Salvation of Souls z they 
are under Chrift, Mcdiators between God and the People to make intcr- 
c<{ſion for them , they adminiſter the Sacrament of Baptiſm, wherein thc 
Children of Wrath are regenerated and made the Children of God,and Heirs 
of cternal Liſe z yea,they adminiſter the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper al- 
{o,thc moſt tranſcendent ad of Religion and Chriſtian D:gnicy,whereby. we 
are made partakers of the Body and Blood of Chriſt : And what doth a.Bi- 
ſhop more than theſe except Ordivation, which being no Sacrament, ſure . 
45 1ufcrzour in Cignity to the orher mentioned Afcs,and therefore cannot cle- 
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vate them to.a higher degree. Judge now, I beſcech you, whether this 
queſtion makes pro or e635 Are not ſuch queſtions always tending to dif- 
paragement ? When any Man is boaſting his Power and Authority, ſhou'd 
I come and ask, What can you do more than others, unleſs it be in this 
or that poor bulineſs not worth ſpeaking of 3 would he not take this as an 
affront ? Whercfore it cannot enter into my head that St. Hier:m intended 
by this Queſtion to expreſs any ſuperiour Orderabove the Prie/ibood, but 
plainly the contrary, v z« That Biſhops having no other power diſtinct 
trom Prictts but Ordination, this cculd be no Argument for a diltin& and 
ſuperior Order. And now I dclire my Reader, it he underſtand Latin, 
to view the Epiſtle of St. Hierom to Evagrias, and doubtleſs he will won- 
der to ſee Men have the confidence to quote any thing out of it for the 
diltindtion between Epiſcopacy and Presbytery, for the whole Epilile is to 
ſhew the Identity of them. Before I chanced to read this Epitile, I was 
of the crroneous Opinion, that Biſhops were a diſtin& Order, but fo con- 


vinc'd by this Epiſtle, as I was forced to ſubmit to a change ; And I far-- 


ther detire my Reader to obſerve the various fate of St, Hierom and Arius : 
AX ring is reviled as an Heretick for affirming this Idcntity of Order Hie- 
rom paſſes for a Saint, and a great Doctor of the Church, though he affirms 


- the very ſame as fully as Arivs, or any Man can do and therefore it may 


be my fate to be reviled as Arivs was 3 but our Saviour bids us rejoyce 
and be exceeding glad when we are reviled for his Names ſake, ( or 
for his Words fake, {ure all is one) for great is cur Reward 3 and ſo 1 pro» 
cced, 

But there lies yet a great ObjcQion made by our good Biſhop Hall ; he 
tclts us how that Coliutbrys a Pretbyter of Alexandria, took upon him to or- 
dain others 3 ard that afterwards, in a Council of a hundred Biſhops in 
Agypt, their Ordination was declared null, becauſe ordained by a Presby- 
ter: From this and ſome other ſach Inſtances the Biſhop would prove 
that the Order of Presbyters is not capable to ordain , therefore Biſhops 
arc a diſtin Order. I am ſorry fo good a Man had no. better a proof for 
his intended purpoſe. It ſeems he quite forgot how that the famous 
Council of Nice, contiſting of above three hundred, made a Canon, where- 


in they declare, That if any Biſhop ſhould ordain any of the Clergy be- - 


longing to another Bithop's Dioceſs, without conſent and leave had of that 
Biihop to whoſe Dioccſs they did —_— their Ocdination ſhould be null. 
You tee then the irregular Ordination of a Bop is as null as the irregular 


Ordination of a Presbyter ; therefore the irregular Biſhop, and the irregular 


Presbyter are of the 1ame Order, of the ſame Authority, neither able to 
Ordain. Is it not molt evident by this, that *tis not their Order but Com. 


miſſjon that makes them capable to- Ordain 3 ſure an irregular Biſhop is of - 


the ſarne Order with the regular : Is the Line of his Diocels like a Con- 
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jurcrs Circle, within it he is-a Biſhop, without it he 15 none. - No, but 


within it he hath Commiſſion, given him t6 Ordain, without it no Com- 


* miſſion,. no nor to aft in his own Dioceſs/beyond his Commiſhon, which 
+ 15 to ordain only the.Clergy of his own Diocefs, and within his own Dio. 


cels, Can any thing be plainer? Cellutbas then being but a Presbyter, 
and undcr the juriſdiction of the Biſhop of Alexandria his taking upon 
him to ordain Presbyters, was highly irregular and infolent, and theretore 


- moſt juſtly declared null. I deſire the Papiltical School-Divines,with their 
manifold indelible Characters to obſerve here,how catily the Councils dafke 


out the indelible Chara&t-r of Presbyter imprinted on the Souls of thefe Men 
irregularly ordained, they made a clear raſure, not one tittle ot it left. And 


- could they ſocaſily cancel the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt? I leave my School- 


men to find out how this rare feat was done. And I proceed to add a Ca- 
non taken'from a Council at Antioch concerning Chorepiſcopi, much to our 
purpolc. | | | 

When the Apoſiles had ſettled Biſhops in every City, with authority 
of ordaining and governing the ſeveral Churches or Congregations with- 
in, the Circu'ts of thoſe Cities 3 forme were very large, and therefore 
in proceſs of time, when more were converted to the Faith, and the 
Congregations encreaſed more in number, and at greater diſtance than 
the Biſhop himſclf could well have the overfight of; the Biſhop choſe 
ſome principal Men for his affiſtance, and dividing his great Circuit into 


ſeveral lefler Circuits, placed theſe Men as Overſeers under him z and theſe 


were called Chorepiſcopi, that is, Country Biſhops, and were much. after 
the manner of our Rural Deans. Thoſe Chorepiſcopi, Country Biſhops, 


- being thus ſerled in authority to govern the Paftoral Prieſts in their Cir- 


Cuits, tock upon them to ordain more Prieftis when occaſion required, 


which the chict Biſhops took very ill at their hands, as a great lIcfſening 


to their Supream Authority. And to prevent it for the future, a Canon 
was made in the Council of Antioch, about the year 340. to forbid theſe 
Country Biſhops to ordain any. Priefls. Now TI pray you obſerve , Theſe 


- Chorepiſcopi wereeither really ordained in the Order of the Chief Biſhop, 


or uot 5 it they were as full Biſhops as he, (as really they were) why might 


- they not ordain Priefts as well as he > The Chief Biſhop anſwers, Becauſe 


he gave them no Commiſſion. Whereby, you ſee that the power of or- 
daining | 'ricfts was annexed no more to Biſhops than to Pricfts, unleſs the 
Biſhops received a new Commiſſion to ordain, as well as a new Ordina- 
tion- Jt it be ar.ſwered, That theſe Chorepiſcopi were meer Prieſts {ent 
forth tuhave inſpection only over other Prictts ; Then I pray obſceve, that 
thelc Chonepiſcops being, meer Priclis, took upon them to ordain other Prielts 3 
which certainly had been madneſs for them to do, had they then ſuch a 
Bclict of Biſhops as is-now xequired. They might as well have underta- 
kew to create Stars in the Heavens ; For if Biſhops only have received a Di- 

vine 


CH) . 
vine power from'Chriſt and his Apoltles to ordain Priefts, he that hath not 
this divine power of Ordination, can no more ordain a Prieſt, than a Man 
without the divine-power of Creation can create a Star, both are impoſſible 
in nature: from whence it maſt follow, that theſe C ontry Biſhops were di- 
realy mad in undertaking to ordain Prieſts, having received no ſuch &di- 
vine power from Chriſt, his Apoſtles, or their Succeſtors : But if we take 
theſe Coumry Biſhops for ſober Godly Perſons in their right witts (as doubt- 
ls they were, being ſelected for that Oftice) they mult needs belicve that be- 
Prielts alone, they had power to ordain other Prictts 3 and alſo be- 
licved, that the Biſhops having made them Overſeers and Governors in 
their lictle Circuits,. they had alſo received thereby Commillion to ordain 
as well as to govern, and were as little Biſhops under an Arch- Bithop, for 
{:ch really they were 3 fo that I caw't in chirity cenſure them ſo much as 
of con'rumacy in taking upon them more then (they thought at lealt) they. 
had Commiſſion to act ; IL doubt nor but the chiet Biſhop would be wary 
enough not to employ any conturnacious perſons. 
. Thatit was only a meer miſtake, an eafie and pardonable miltake of their 
Commiſſion. Secondly, That in thole Times it was not thought an im- 
poſſible thing for bare Prieſts, no Biſhops, to ordain other Prietts, for then 
certainly they wauld never have undertaken ir. 
their opinionz and can't bat fo continue till I ſee more reafon to the con- 


And I hope my Reade 


I conciude then, fislt, 


And I confeſs my (clf. of 


r will fee what weak proofs are brought for this 
diltin&tion and ſuperiority of Order, no Scripture, no Primitive General 
Council, no general conſent of Primitive Doctors and Fathers, no not one: 
Primitive Father of Note ſpeaking particularly and home to! our purpoſe, - 
Only a touch of Epiphanins and St. Auſtin upon Arius the Arrian Heretick, 
but not declared,no not by them,an Heretick in this particular of Epiſcopacyz 
ſo that I my ſelf declare more particularly againſt him then theſe Fathers- 
do, acculing him of Herctic in part of his affirmation concerning Biſhops, 
though not in every part. 
I ſhall conclude this b 
the preceeding Arguments. 


© a. 


aline(s by giving my poor Judgment drawn from- 
I find im Scripture that the Przefthood-is a holy- 
Ordcr, into which no man is to thruſt himſelf unleſs he be called 3 I do: 
not find that Deacouſhip hath an inferiour part in it, or Epriſcopacy above it, 
bat chat it is compleat and entire in it ſelf, and that it may involve many: 
adminiltrrtions in one and the ſame Order,and ſometimes many in one and: 
the ſame perſon. St. Fobu was an Apoſtle, an Evangelitt, a Prophet, a 

Paltor, a Teacher, an Ordainer (which we call Biſhop) all theſe Gifts he- 
had by one and the ſame Spirit, and in one and the ſame Prietthood. Chritt: 
himſelf was of this Order, a Prieft for ever after the Order of Melchiſedek , 

that is, both King and Priett, theſe were his Offices 3 he is called alſo the 

Biſhop of our Souls ; Was this in Chritt a diflint and ſuperiour Othce or Or-- 
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(48) | 
der to his Prieſthood, who will preſume to affirm this? And Chiiſt tolg 


| Reaſons before given 3 nor can 1 think the Ordination of' a Prieſt made by 


his Apolilcs, As my Father ſent me, ſoſend T you 3 Chriſt therefore-made them 
alſo Kings and Prieſts, as St, Fohn tells us, Rev. 1. Our Saviour's'Ktngdom 
was not of this World, no more was that of the Apoſtles , Our Saviour's 
Office of Prieſt ayd B:ſhop was one and the ſame,ſo was thag of the Apoſiles, 
and they Ordained and ſent others, as Chriſt. Ordained, and ſent them; 
thete was no diſtia&ion or diverſity of Order in Chriſt and his Apofiles, no 
more was there in thoſe who wercOrdained and ſent by the Apoſtles,though 
there might be diverſity of Gifts or Admiuiſtrations all were not Evangelitts 
nor Prophets ; fome had the gift of DRY ſome of Prophelic, ſome of 
Miracles, ſome of diſcerning, Spirits 3 and ſome ſuch Gift I conceive they 
might have whom the Apoſtles conſtituted ſuperintendent Overſeers, Biſhops 
over the reſt, endued eſpecially with-the Gift. of Diſcerning and Judging of 
Men, and therefore fit to be intruſted with the Ordaining of others, for 
which there needed no new Ocder, but the enlargement only of their Com- 
miſſion.to Ordain, to overſee and govern thoſe that were Ordained. And 
theſe, as I ſaid before, being ſetled in this eminent manner over the rel, 
were calPd by that name in Greek which ſignifies as much, and which wein 
Engliſh call Biſhopz and by degrees this name was wholly _—_— to 
them. 41n this order the Apoſtles left the Church at their death, and in 
this-order their Succeflors continued it (as in duty ſure they ought) from 
time to time near one thouſand five hundred years, without any interrup- 
tion» Wherefore for any to alter this way of Government, or to take upon 
them to-Ordain, not being choſen this way to it, they would be guilty of 
great raſhneſs and high preſumption and I thank God, I am as zealous for 
the preſerving this Primitive way, as any Man 3 Yet I cannot by any means 
conſent to theum, who would have Epiſcopacy to be a diſtin& Order,for the 


Prieſts invalid, for though it ought not be done, (but only of neceſſity) 
yet being done *tis valid, and certainly may without any crime be done by 
any Prieſt, by ſhipwrak or any ſuch 5 cn. calt into a Country where there 
were none Commiſlionated to Ordain 3 in fuch a caſe he might and ought 
to Ocdain other fit Perſons for the Service of God, and Preaching of thc 
Goſpel. For who can doubt but that the Subliance is to be preferred before 
Ceremony ? And as St. Paxl approved of the Preaching of Chriſt, out of envy 
rather than no Preaching 3 ſo doubtleſs to Ordain out of order is better than 
no Ordinatiop,and the Church of Chrift be deprived of Preaching,Praying, 
and Adminiltring the Sacraments, and all other Paſtoral Duties 3. fo great 
neceſſity may well cxcuſe any irregularity : Yet where Order can poflibly 
be obſerved, it ought to be, for God is the God of Order ; Wherefore he that 
wilfully tranſgreſles againſt Order, tranſgrefſes againſt God, aud ſhall re- 

eive to himſelf damnation : for if to relitt the Ordinance of Man only in hu- 
mane 
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mane and temporal things be damnation, much more is it, to refik-an Apo» 
ltolick Ordinance in things Spiritual and Divine. 


Concerning Deacons. 


Aving thus ſtated and united the two pretended -diſtin& Orders of 
Epiſcopacy and Presbytery, I now proceed to the third pretended Spi- 
tual Order, that of Deaconſhip. Whether this of Deaeonſhip be properly to 
be called an Order 'or an Othce, I will not difpute 3 but certainly no Spi- 
riritual Order, for their Office was to ſerve Tables, as*the Scripture phraſes 
it, which in plain Engliſh is nothing elſe but Overſeers of the Poor, to diſtri- 
bute juſtly and diſcreetly the Alms of the Faithful,which the Apoſtles would 
not trouble themſelves withal, leaſt it ſhould hinder them in the Miniſtra- 
tion of the Word and Prayer. But as moſt matters of this World in proceſs 
of time defle& much from the original conſtitution,(o it fell out in this buti- 
neſs3 for the Biſhops, who pretend 'to be ſucceſſors to the Apoſtles, by 
little and little took to themſelves the Diſpenſation of Alms, firſt by way of 
Inſpection over the Deacons, but at length the total Management, and the 
Deacons, who were meer Lay-Ofhcers, by degrees crept into the Church- 
Miniftration, and becamea reputed Spiritual Order, and a neceſſary degree 
and ſtep to the Prieftthood, of which I can find nothing in Scripture and 
the Original Inſtitution, not a word relating to any thing but the- ordering 
of Alms for the Poor. And the firſt 'I find of their officiating in Spiritual 
matters, is in Fuftiz Martyr,who lived in the ſecond Century, he relates,that- 
when'the Biſhop had conſecrated the Bread and Wine for the Lords Supper, 
the Deacons took it from him, and delivered it" to the Lay-Communicants 
there preſent; and carried it alſo to the Faithful that were abſent, hindered, 
I gueſs, from coming by ſickneſs, or ſome other good excuting cauſe. In 
the beginning when the Congregations of the Faithtul- were ſmall, the 
Biſhop himſelt delivered the Communion to them, 'bur'at length encreating 
to great numbers, it would have taken too much of their time for the Biſhop 
to have delivered it to the whole Congregation 3 fo the Deacons were made 
uſe of as fit Perſons for this tnattcr 3 tor. in thoſe days there was always a 
Communion in the Aſſemblies 'on the Lords-Day, -and the Laity that Day 
brought their Alms and Preſents with them, which were delivered unto the 
Deacons to diſpoſe of to the Poor by the Biſhops direction, and therctore 
the Deacons receiving from their hands their charitable Benevolence, were 
thought the fitteſt tv return again to their hands the conſecrated Myſterics 
| | - bcing 
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being part of- their Offerings. But *tis evident this was not yet come to be 
the general practice of all Charches, but only inGreece, where Fuftin Mir. 
tyr lived 3 for Tertullian who lived in Africk ſome years after Juſtin,declares 
that the cuſtom there was, to receive the Bleſſed Sacrament from the hands 
of the Biſhop only, whom he calls the Prelident, that is, whoſoever was 
chicf in the Aſſcembly,whether Biſhop or Prerbyter : But yet I confels that this 
cuſtom of the Deacons,deltvertyg the Rkled Sacrament, or at leaſt one part 
of it, viz. the Chalice, by degrees became the cuſtom in moſt Churches in 
after Ages 3*and ſo paſſing from one thing to another, in time they came to 
adminiſter the Sacrament of- Baptiſm, and at laſt to the Miniftration of the 
Word, the buſine(s which the Apoſiles peculiarly reſerved to themſetves, and 
which the Biſhops alſo for a long time reſerved fo entirely to themſelves, as it 
was thought a great inſolengy tor any, even for the Prechyters, to take upon 
them to preach-in preſence of' the Biſhop. Valerius Biſhop of Hippo: (as Poſp- 
dius relates) was ſhazply.rebuked by his fellow Biſhops for ſuffering St. Auſtin, 
then but a Presbyter, to preach before him. I know ſometimes it was fuffer- 

e&d alſo. in other Churches, but very rarely, where the Biſhop himſelf was of 

weak abilities for the Works and had ſome: Presbyters under him very emi- 

nent«. And 0. it was With Biſhop Yalerius and St» Auſtin, a Perſon of great 

note in thoſe days. - And:thus you fee, in proceſs of time,; how firangely 

things alter from their original Inſticetion, the Biſhopy omit preaching, and 

become ſervants of Tables, and the Deacons for ſerving of Tables, fiep up 

into the Pulpit and became Preachers. But Petavivs takes upon him to 

proye Deaconſhip a Spiritual Order, and brings us a more early Author for it 

than Jaf/in,that noble Martyr mentioned before, Ignativs,who in his Erifile 

ad Treili, calls Deacons (as Petavius conceives) Miniſters of the Myfierics 

of Chriſt. Here [ tind that, which I often.lament, Learned Men to go on 

in a track oneafter another, and fome through inadvertency, forme through 

partiality take many Paſſages of ancient Authors quite different from their 

meaning, as here, all following the firſt erroneous Interpreter of Tgnatinr. 

Whoever firſt tranſlated this Epiſtle of Ig»atins, ſure this fancy of Deacons 

ran much in his head, otherwiſe he could never have found them here, for 

*tis evident the word Diaconns in this place relates to the Prezbytery newly 

before mentioned, telling the People they ought to be obedient to the Pres- 
byters as to the' Apoſtles of Chriſt 3 (then follows) Tox muſt therefore pleaſe 

them in all things, being Minijters of the Myſteries of Chrift. Mark, I beſeech 
you, Tow muſt tberefore 3 Is not Therefore a Particle relating to what went 

befor, viz. to the Presbyters, otherwiſe the Speech is very abſurd. Should 
I (ay, Presbyters are as the Apoſiles of Chriſt, therefore you mult in all things 

pleaſe the Deacons, were it ſence ? no, but juſt, Dews #e Cels, ergo, baculus 
in Angulo ; but to ſay the Presbyters are as the Apoſiles, therefore you mult 

pleaſe them in all things,being the Miniſters of the Myſteries of Chrift, as the 
Apoftleswere 3 this is very good coherent ſenſe 3 and fo run the words of 
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Ionating 5 but the weak Interpreter miſtaking the word Diacanrns, ran in- 
to this error, and many learned' Men without any conſideration have run 
after him.. I grant the word Dzacones is often ſet for Deacons, ſpecifically 
diltinguiſht from Presbyters 3 but *tis very often ſet for all: Miniſters in ge- 
neral, Apoſtles, Biſhops, Presbyters, as you. find frequently in Scripture. 
St. Paul in one Epiltle, viz. the 2d. Cor. twice ſtiles himſelf and other 
Apoltles Diazonous. And I do the more wonder at the Interpreters mi- 
{take in this place, becauſe by the following words, Ignatius here excludes 
the ſpecitical Deacons, faying, Not the Miniſters of meats and drinks. Now 
we know the ſpecitical Deacons were Miniſters of meats and drinks to 
the Poor, it was their proper work, for this very end they were: choſen, 
and for no other, 'as appears evidently in the A&s ; and therefore Tpnatius 
ſaying, Not the Miniſters of meats and drinks, diretly extludes ſuch Dea- 
cons, and the word Diaconows mult neceflarily be taken in the larger ſence, 
and relate to the Presbyters before mentioned; therefore plcaſe them 
in all things being the Miniſters of the Myſteries of Chriſt , not. of 
meats and drinks for the Poor, Whoever underſtands the Greek and 
will ſce, muſt needs fee the truth of what 1 atirm. But Petaviue in- 
toxicated with this ſpiritual Order of Deaconſhip, turns all this round 
quite another way, according to the working -of his fancy. And fo he 
doth ſome, places of Scripture as little to: his purpoſe as this, He tells us 
out of the Adis, that Philip and Stephen, both Deacons, were Preachers 
bf the Word, that is a Spiritual work, therefore bclongs to a Spiritual 
Order. I would gladly know who informed Petavizs, that Philip who 
Preacht to the Eunuch, and afterwards went about Preaching," to others, 
was Philip the Deacon and; not .rxather :Philip the Apoſtle, as. teems to:me 
far more/probables: for Philipthe Deacon was »by;hisOfhoeto refide: at Fe- 
reſalem-and:take care of. the Poor, thither the Alms of the Faithful were 
ſent, to relieve the Saints at Feruſalem. But you farther ufge, Surely S2e- 
hen was a Dea con 3 and-let Philipalſoit you pleaſe, it fignihes little tothe 
purpoſe, Sure I can ſhew out of Scripture, Pseachers that were in no Spi- 
ritual Order, neither Presbyters, nor [Deacons neither, as. Aqmiliaand Pri- 
ſcilla his Wife too, . and Apallo likewile,: to whom they both Prezched ang 
inſtructed him more fully : {ure they' did not ordain Apollo a Deacon, 'nor 
can [ believe any of the Apoſtles ordain'd him: Deacon, and'fent him forth 
£0 Preach before he was well catechized in the Word, the was not to much 
a5 Baptized in Chriſt, 'but knew only the Baptiſm of Fobas if not :Bap- 
t!zed, Carcly not ordained. Deacon, yet he(prevailed and mightily convinced 
the Fews. It is in aeaſ{on' firange, though in-pra@ice common, : to {ce how 
Mcn wedded to an Opinion, +thivk-whatever they/read {peaks to that, fo 
Fathers, Doctors, all clink-as'they think. In the Primitive tume all, both 
Men and Women,did Preach the-Goſpel, taken in a large fence, as St. Peter 
calis Nagh, a Preacber of Mn Caetiars chat is, they endeavoured to iatiruct 
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all they converſed with, in the Faith of Chriſt and Godline(s, for which 
many both Men and Women ſuffered Martyrdom, Wherefore though 
Philip the Deacon and Stephen Preach the Goſpel, it ſignities nothing to 
thc Spiritu- lity of: the Deaconſh'p,/ ſeeing that thouſands of Lay-men and 
Women a'ſo did the like. Ard ſo the Apoſiles laying their hands on 
thoſe choſen to be Deacons, 11gnitics as little to this purpoſe. Do not we 
tind that Paz} laid his hands on the: converted Diſciples at Epheſus, and 
they received the Holy Ghott, and Prophetied, yet none of them ordained 
eithcr Presbyter or Deacon. And fometimcs the Apoſtles laid their hands 
on thoſe. that were already ordained, bcth Presbyters and Apoſiles allo, 
as On Barnabas and Paul, when they were ſent forth to Preach. This lay- 
ing of hands wasa Ceremony ulcd on ſeveral occafions, I necd not mention 
more, they are obvious to any that read the Scripture, *Tis evident then 
from Scripture, that the firlt inſtitution of Deacons was a meer Lay-Offce, 
I will not ſay a prophane Office (as ſome too groſly and: irreverently have 
texmed it) but a pious and honourable Office in the Church of God, to 
ſerve Tables, to take care of God's Poor 3 but (as I have ſhewed) in proceſs 
of time it became quite another thing, and (o different from the Original 
Inſtitution, as it made Chryſoftome, and divers other great and good Men, 
doubt whether the Apoſtles did not conſtitute two forts of Deacons, fome 
for this Lay- Office, ſome for Spiritual- Offices : Had Chryſetome conſulted 
only Scripture, he would never have doubted, nor dream't of two forts of 
Deacons, there being no mention at all but of one; but he ſeeing the pra- 
ice of the Church (which he was unwilling to condemn) fo different from 
that one Apoſtolical Inſtitution of Deacons3 this ſo confounded the good 
Man that he knew not well what to make of it,and willing to piece Scripture 
and'the preſent praQtice together, co put a new patch upon an old Garment, 
made the rent the wider, rending the Deaconſhip in two pieces, which of 
old was but ont, only to ſerve Tablesz which Office he that uſed well,pur- 
chaſed to himſelf a good degree, a good eſteem, and ſo it might be a re- 
commendation to the degree of Prietthood, though no necefſary ſtep to it. 
And ſo we find that holy Deacon and moſt renowned Martyr St, Lawrence, 
was made a Prieſt, but continued afterwards in that ſame Office of Dea- 
con unto Death, which he ſuffered in a moſt cruel manner, laid on a Grid- 
iron over Coals, rather than he would give up the Treaſury of the Church 
and Alms of the Poor, to the covetous cruel Tyrant. This holy Deacon 
Petavius brings to prove, that Deacons by virtue of that Order only, did 
miniſter in holy things, telling us, that St. Ambroſe mentions how he did 
diſtribute in the Lords Supper, the Blood of Chriſt to the Communicants 
under Biſhop Xiſtus. Whereas St. Ambroſe tells us how he Conſecrated the 
Blood of Chriſt, which plainly ſhews how untruly Petavizs deals with us, 
and that St. Lawrence was a Prieſt, not a bare Deacon, for neither Petavius, 
nor Ever any allowed Deacons the Conſccration of theſe ſacred _ 
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Wherefore ſeeing the Scripture-allows Deacons, as Deacons, no more then 
ſerving of Tables for the Poor, whatever elſe Miniſtration is allowed them 
is by humane Authority, not Divine, and their Office or Order, which 
you pleaſe to call it, being about Temporal things mult be Temporal, not 


Spiricual, And fol leave them to their proper Office of ſerving Tables, not 


tind.ng in Scripture any thing more belonging to them. 


( oncerning (, onfirmation.. 


Onfirmztion or ſome ſuch thing is ſo neceſſary, that for want of due 
execution thereof, Perſons extreamly unfit are admitted to the holy 
Table of the Lords Supper. I fear a quartcr of the Communicants of this 
Nation do not ſufficiently underſtand the true meaning of theſe holy Myſte= 


rics, the due preparation for them, the benetits, the damages, in worthily or 


unworthily receiving them: This I afhcm upon experience, having, by way 
of diſcourſe, queſtioned many both of low and high degree, where one 
would little expe ſuch Ignorance. And by reaſon of this groſs Ignorance 
in due preparing,and conſcientions receiving this bleſſed Cordial and Medi- 
cine of the Soul (of power in it (elf to cure all our diſcaſes if rightly appli- 
ed) is turned into our deftrucion, and damnation of the Sou!. For this 
holy Sacrament rightly apprehended, would firike a terror into the Soul and 
a dread of Sin, but Men receiving it without any regard into their finful 
ſouls,the beams of Grace which this Sun of Righteouſneſs brings with it,har= 
den their dirty hearts,, and make them afterwards unſenſible of any horrid 
abomination whatſoever. And all this is occalioned by the. want of ſome 
he Perſon of authority, to examine youth of all degrees, ever fo high or ever 
ſo low, before they are admitted to the Lords Table. For there being ma- 
ny poor ignorant Curates, many unconſcientious careleſs Miniſters, many 
over-awed by the ſuperior quality of their Pariſhioners, ſome cannot, ſome 
will not, ſome dare not ſearch into the requiſite abilities of perſons to be ad= 
mitted, All which was prevented in the Primitive times of Chriſtianity, 
when able and holy Biſhops were eleced, and therefore reverenced and 
obeyed in all Spiritual matters by the greateſt as well as by the lealt. Theſe 
diligently and publickly before the Congregation at ſet- times in the year, 
chiefly at Eafter,examined all thoſe who had been converted to the faith from 
infidelity that year,and all thoſe, who baptized in the faith,delired admittance 
to the Lords Table 3 and upon approbation and confirmation of the Biſhop, 
tit perſons only were publickly Baptized by him, and at the Church door, 
alloon 
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avon 25 Churches were built, where the Baptiſtery was placed, and then 


brought into the Church and admitred to the Lords Table : Aud no inte- 
riour Miniſter did either baptize, or adminifter the holy Communion, unleſs 
it were by the Biſhops order on urgent occaſions. Thele things are ver 
well known to the Learncd,who are converſant in Ignatius his Epililes, Fu; 
Martyr, Tertullian, Cyprian, and other ſucceeding Writers. And in (hort, 
nothing was dore of any moment, as is plain in Ignatizs, but by the Biſhops 
dire&ions, But at length the wumber of Chriltians growing great, and 
multitudes of Children daily Born, and an Opinion growing up allo, that it 
was abſolutely neceſſary for the ſalvation of Children not only to be bapti- 
zed, but alſo to receive the Holy Communion before death, it was impolji- 
ble for the Biſhop to be at hand to pertorm all, or to give particular order 
for all : Neceſlicy forced every Prieſt 1n his Cure to perform theſe Offices. Yet 
in proceſs of time the opinion of the neceſlity for Children to receive the 
Holy Communion before death, declining, and few or none admitted till 
the age of diſcretion, and the neceſſity of Baptiſm for Children fill continu. 
ing, the Biſhops ſuffered ſtill all Miniſters to Baptize, but reſumed to them- 
ſclves -again the power of Confirming and Licenſing youth to the Holy 
Communion. And Biſhops only fora long time executing this Office, it 
grew by degrees into an Opinion, that Bifhops only were capable to do it, 
and that Confirmation was a Sacrament, and fuch a Sacrament as inferiour 
Prieſts, ſuppoſed then alſo to be of an inferiour Order, were not to meddle 
with. What errors will Men, yea learned Menzcarricd along with a croud, 
flide into, not willing to ſtand in oppofition with a multitude, eſpecially 
when countenancad by the Biſhop their Superiour. And then ſucceeding 
tearned Men having in their Infancy fucked in the error, continue it in their 
riper learned years, and cnJcavour to defend it as a certaiq truth 3 and at 
Jft it paſſeth tor an Article of Faith, neceffary to be believed. Thus have 
I laid our before you the true State and Progrels of this buſineſs of Con- 
fcmation. 
Now I pray conſider firft z Suppoſe Confirmation to be a Sacrament, 
and to be adminiſtred by the Biſhop only, and none ro be admitted to the 
Lords Table till Confirmed : How is it poſlible for a Biſhop of fo large a 
Dioceſs, as ſome of ours are (ſome extended chree or fourſcore miles, many 
forty or fifty) perſonally to Confirm half the Youth in z'Diocefs, if he duly 
examine each one, as is moſt fit and necefflary, Weſce how this is perfor- 
med in their Triennial Viſitationsz not a quarter of thoſe, who are ad- 
mittcd, ever come to the Bifhop, and yet the croud is great:: What is then 
done to thoſe that come? They are asked''by the Biſhop, whether they be- 
licve and will perform thoſe things their Got-fathers and God-mothers af- 
farmed and promiſed*for them at their Baptiſm ? they anfwer, Yes,and fo are 
connrmed : But what thoſe things are, whether they underſtand and can 
give # good account ot thoſe things, not a word of this. Oh but the Curate 
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who preſents thoſe Children to the Biſhop, aſſures him that they are fully 


inſtructed for it 3, this is the thing we complain of, and delie to be redrel- 
{cd 3 that. it may not be left to the diſcretion and care of every Curate, ſe» 
ing what pittiful Creatures are by them admitted. Avd do we not ſee fome- 
times (the Curate dehiring to pleaſe the ford Mother) Childien cont: med fo 
young, as carnot Without a Miracle be of a capacity to underſtand thoſe d;- 
vine Mylicries. Bubdes, it may cften happen that a pious Child well ited 
for the Holy Sacrament, and perchance being weak, eiraelily defircs it be- 
fore bis death, yet mult ſtay {ome years "till next Viſitation, or take a long 
Tourney to the Biſhop, for-which he may want ſtrength or means to ſup- 
port h'm. But in the Primitive Times the Biſhops contiumed every year 3 
their Diocefs alſo was very narrow, ſo that accels to him was quick and ea- 
fic ard the work was as cafte to the Biſhop, yea and ealic allo. to the inferi- 
our Curate to inſtru and prepare them for Parents and Maſters did then 
according, to their bounden duty (the great neglc&. whereof in theſe days: 
will igd ſome puniſhment at the laſt day) made it their chick care to in- 


liru& their Servants and Children from their infancy in the Piinciples of- 


Re!1g100s x 
ton ſee how impollible it is for a Biſhop in a large Dioce(s and Triennial 
Vilitation, to perform this neceflary work as it ought; and therefore in the 
ſecond place conſider, how. neceſſary it is for the Biſhop to appoint ſome 
diſcreet conſcientious Minilſtcrs, (as our Dean Rurals ſhould be) in ſeveral 
Circuits to examine and licenſe to the Lord's Tible : For I paſs it as granted 
that Confirmation is no Sacraments and if it were, why may not Priclts, 
not Biſhops perform it ? Certainly there is not one word in Scripture for- 
bidding it, or any colourable pretence againſt it, nor can I diſcover the 
|cait ground of reaſon to forbid itz inferior Miniſters performing other Ot- 
tices ſuperior to it, and certainly equal to it, though it were a Sacrament, 
which our Church denies. There is nothing in the World can be preten- 
ded, but that in the beginning Biſhops did only perform it. To this I an- 
{wcr, That from the very beginning there were no other Prieſts but Biſhops, 
as | have ſhewed you, and then Biſhops did all other Miniſterial Dutics, 
Preach, Pray, Baptiſc, Catechiſe 3 andin ſucceeding Ages, when there were 
ſcycral inferior Prieſts, not Biſhops, all but Confirming waFever tranſmit- 
tcd to them 3 and to Deacons alſo, Preaching, Praying, and Baptizing, nay 
Paptizing tolerated in neceſſity to Midwives, (t would gladly fee any ſuch 
'ning in Antiquity) and ſhall Confirming, the meaneſt of all theſe, be denyed 
Pricits ? You will tell me there have been Decrces in ſome Councils to forbid 
it: And will you be bound up to all the Decrces of Councils, withont Scrip- 
fure,or any reaſon for them ? If once we leave Scripture, and hearken to the 
Dodrines of Men, ever fo holy, ever (o learned, ever fo Primitive, we ſhall 
l00n be wheedled into the Papilts Religion, and many other Errors, which 
tac Papiſts themſelves now reje&, as I have declared at large before, and 
| | thcre- 
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therefore I forbear,ſaying more now to this purpoſe 3 but proceed to a third 
_ Conſideration, What will be the beſt means to prepare Youth for the recei- 
'ving the holy Commenion in every Cure, and then preſent them to ſuch as 
are appointed to Licenſe them. 

In the firſt place, I humbly conceive it will be neceſſary to add unto the 
Catechiſm, a ſhort and plain Paraphraſe upon every ſentence in the Creed, 
the Lords Prayer, and Ten Commandments, and particularly to explain 
every unuſual hard ward thereia, For thoſe general Queſtions at the end 
of them do not ſo ſufficiently open the underltandings of the weaker or 
duller Youth, as that they know how to apply thoſe generals to each par- 
ticular ſentence 3 but many Youths who can moſt readily ſay the Catechiſm 
toa little, yet underſtand many words no mpre than if they were Greek, 
and ſcarce are able to give you the meaning of any Sentence in their 
own words: And although they have all perfectly by heart , as we 
ſay, yet have very little in their heads and underſtandings; and fo 
a Parrot may be well nigh as capable of the Lords Supper, as ſome of 
thole, 

lo the next place I muſt cell you, That I fear as much Miniſters of the 
beſt parts as thoſe of the meaneſt for this neceſſary work of Catechizing, 
I: boch haye the ſame efft&, though they att extreamly different, the 
one talking non-ſence, the other above common ſence, both of them con- 
founding the braius of the poor Youths, who underſtand neither of them, 
I have heard ſome Learned Miniſters call the Youth together, ask a few 

+ Catechiſm-queſiions, which the Boys anſwering readily are commended 
and diſmiſſed : And then begins this learned Man a profound Lecture, ſha- 
ped according to his own large dimenfions, at which both Boys and Men 
alſo for the moſt part gaze, as at a prodigious Monſter of Learning and 
perchance ſome of them ſay to themlelves the ſame, that Feſtxs {aid to St, 
Paul,” The Man befid?s bimſelf, much Learning bath made him mad. Sure 
he doth not know where he is, not in an Univerſity-Shool of Divinity 

. but inan Aſſembly of weak and filly Youth (who muſt be fed with milk, 
and are nt capable of firoug meat) where it were better for him with St. 
Paut, to ſpeak five words with bis underſtanding, that by his voice he may teac 
others alſo, than ten thouſand words in an nuknown tongue, or in {uch Engliſ 
as they underſtand no more than an unknown tongue. I humbly belcech 
theſe Men to attend to the Form and Phraſe of the Goſpe!, and mark what 
Kind of matter and language the Divine Oracle uſed in Preaching it, even 
r0 the learned Scribes and Phariſees, and to learn of him who was lowly in 
heart, and came not to (eek bis own glory, but the glory of Him that fent bim. | 
detire them alſo to read the latter end of the tirft Chapter of 1 Cor. and the 
begianing of the ſecond, and learn from thence to ſpeak the Wiſdom ©t 
God in the weak and fooliſh way of Preaching, to infiruc and gain the 
weak and foolith, y<t wife unto God. Really no Man that hath not =_ 
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ſome experience can believe, how ſtrangely weak and dull thouſands bot 
of boyes and men alfo, are in apprehending ſpiritudl matters : ſo that a man 
kad need to ſtudy much, how to fit their weak heads with a ſutable dif- 
courſe, and hath as much need of great patience alſo to repeat every thing, 
again and again, and even beat it into their heads. I have obſerved that, 
Plato's manner of many ſhort and plain queſtions and anſwers to effet 
much 3 and likewiſe familiar ſimilitudes from things within their own oc- 
cupation and knowledge, And now to encourage them to this toilſome” 
work, I beſecch them to conſider, that the Souls of theſe weak fimple 
ones,coſt eur Saviour as dear;as thoſe of the Philoſophers, and therefore are 
as dear to him, yea it ſeems dearer, ſeeing St. Paul tells us in the place before 
cited, that he calls more of them to Salvation; and therefore they ought 
to be as dear to eur Saviours Miniſters, and to be chiefly called and ſoughg 
by thems and then they ſhall be ſure to have their reward from this our 
lowly Saviour. | | 
In the laſt place, I conceive it] neceſſary to conſider, what courſe may 
be taken to bring all to Catechifing: for I have heard ſome Pious Mini- 
ſters much complain, that they have uſed their utmoſt endeavours, yet 
cannot effect it ; and it can never beexpe&ted, that many of the Youth 
will come, unleſs compelled by Parents and Maſters ; of whom many arc 
{o careleſs, many ſo covetous, as they think every hour loſt, which is not 
ſpent on their worldly affairs: ſo that the Parents and Maſters need com- 
pulſion as well as their Children and Servants. And conlidering how this 
neceſſary work of Cateckiſing hath becn negle&ed for many years paſt, it 
is much to be feared that the aged need it as much as the youth. But 
would Parents and Maſters well conſider the great advantages that would 
accrue to them, even in their worldly concerns, they would be very 
7calous to come themſelves, and both ſee and hear their youth Catechized, 
and bred up in Picty and Godlineſs: the want whereof hath bred that 
great undutifulneſs in children, that floth and falſeneſs of ſervants, which 
we ſadly behold in this degenerated age, - And let me mention once again 
the tri account Parents and Maſters mnſt give to God for ſo great neglect 
to thoſe committed to their change, Wherefore unleſs ſome fitter expe- 
dicnt can be found, I humbly conceive it would have ſome effec, if ſuch 
care)c{s Parents and Maſters were not admitted themſelves to the Holy 


Communion, who were faulty in this kind: for thongh many of them are 


not ycry zealous of the Holy Communion, and could eaſily paſs it by, yet 


for reputation ſake they would not caſfily incur the being reje&ed 3 and 


doubtleG many of them would be moved thereby, and the example of fome 
would be followed by others,and fo by degrees thenumber would encreaſe : 
and when Catechizing'by this means begins to grow in faſhion, it would 
quickly be taken up by all, God be merciful to us, thet Religion in many 15 
chicfly for faſhion ſake! yet hope byGods afliſting grace,Religion begining, 
I thoug 
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(53) 
though but in faſhion, would endat laſt in true Devotion, at leaſt inma. 
ny, it notinall. However it is goad that God ſhould publickly be glori. 
fied, the publick would (deed the better for it, though the private hypo- 
crites ſuffer puniſhment in the end. God in his mercy turn their hearts that 
they may eſcape. ; 


y. ———————— 


Of Church Government. 


Y laſtparticular which remains yet to be handled, is that of the Au- 
| thority of Biſhops to govern as well as to ordain. And in the firſt 
place,whocan but wonder to ſee men fo zealous in aſſuming to themſelves 
theſole power of Ordination, ſo much negle, and even wholly abandon 
the power of the Keys, that of Excommunication, ſo high and fo dread- 
ful3 which, though by great abule in Jatter times is made very contemp- 
tible, yet in the original inſtitution and Primitive practice was very terrible; 
A power to deliver men over unto Satan, that Prince of darkneſs, to take 
full poſſeſſion of their Souls, and ſometimes of their Bodies alſo, both be- 
ing ſentenced thereby to the everlaſting flames of Hell ; and likewiſe a 
power to releaſe penitent ſouls from the chains of darkneſs, and ſlavery of 
the Devil, and reſtore them to the glorious liberty of the Sons of God, 
whereby they are madc Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven. If there be any 
thing under Heaven fit to ſtir up the Ambition of mortal men, yea an am- 
bitton in Ange!s themſelves, ſure this is it. Who can forgive fins but God 
alone? ſaid the Fews to our Saviour Chriſt ſwelling with indignation 
againſt him for this, thongh they had ſeen many divine Miracles wrought 
by him, yet this is {o peculiar, ſo tranſcendent a divine a&, as not to be 
"offered at by any but the great God Fehovah himſelf. But blefſed for ever 
be this great and gracious God, who by his eternal Son Chriſt Jeſus hath 
Siven.this power unto men. As his heavenly Father ſent him with this 
power, {o (ent he his Apoſtles with this power, ſaying unto them, JFhuſe- 


Joever fins ye remit they are remitted unto them, and whoſcſoever fins ye retain 


they are retained: Wherefore if there be any thing, in the Office of a Biſhop 
to be Rood upon and challenged peculiar to themſelves, certainly it ſhould 
be this, yer this is in a mauner quite relinquiſhed unto their Chancellors, 
Layerncn, who have no more capacity to ſentence or adſolve a finner, then 
t>diffolve the heavens and carth, and make a new heaven and a new carth, 
#nd this pretended power of Chancellors is ſometimes purchaſed with: a 
fam of Money, thcix Money periſh wich them, Good God! what a _ 
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rid abuſe is this of the Divine Authority.But this notorious tranſgreſſion is 
excuſed, as they think, by this, that a Miniſter called the Biſhops ſurrogat}, 
but is indeed the Chancellors ſervant,choſen,call'd,and placed there by him, 
to be his Cryzr in the Court, no better, that when he hath examined, heard 
and ſeatenccd the Cauſe, then the Minilter ( forſcoth)) pronounces the ſen- 
tence Juſt as a Rector of a Pariſh Church ſhould exclude any of his 
Congregation and lock him out ofthe Church, then comes the Clerk ſhews 
and gingl-s the Keys, that all may take notice that he is excluded, And by 
this is authority the Chancellor takes upon him to ſentence not only Lay= 
men, but Clergy men alfo brought into his Court for any delinquency, and 
in the Court of the Arches there they ſentence even Biſhops themſelves. 
This is acommon practiſe in. later ages,but.in St. Ambroſe his time ſo great 
2 wouder, as with amazement cryeth out againft the Emperour Valente. 
#ian, when he took upon him to judge in ſuch caſes, ſaying, Hbex was it evey 
heard of fince the beginning of theWorld, that Lay-men ſhould judge of ſpiritnals, 
(he means in ſpiritual things , not in temporal things, which by the laws of 
God and man belongs to 'the Lay-Magiſtrate) This was that Ambroſe of 
whom the other great Emperour , as Good as Great Theodoſins, Father to 
this Valentizian affirmed, Ambroſe onely knew how to a& the Biſhop, and 
withall Chriſtian humility this great Emperour ſubmitted to the ſentence 
of this godly Biſhop denying him entrance into the Church for thecruelty 
aQtcd by his Souldiers at Theſſilonics by his command 3 and upon his great 
repentanceand pennanee performed fix months together , aud after pnb- 
lique confeflion in the Church, was again abſolved and joyfully re. 
ceived into the Church, Oh my Great and Reverend: Fathers of the 
Church the Biſhops, whom Chriſt hath cleaved to his high dignity , whom 
he hath made Kings and Princes, whom he hath called to fit with him-on 
his Throne, there to give ſentence of eternal life or eternal death , can you 
ſo tamely part with this prime flower of your Crown, yea the very Apex of 
it,and ſuffer the Lay-members of the Church to uſurp this:divine authority? 
Or how can you anſwer it to the chief Biſhop of our Souls, if any one Soul 
by the ill management of the Chancellers ſhould certainly periſh ? ſhall 
not his blood bc required at your hands,? But perchance ſome of you will 
anſwer, *Tis no fault of yours, but of your predeceſſors , who gave ſuch 
Patents nnto them, as by vertue thereof they exerciſe this power, will ye 
nill ye, ?Tis too true, and I remember when the Biſhop ot Pells, hearing 
ofa cauſe corruptly mannaged, and coming into the Court to rectihe it,the 
Chancellor Dr. Duke fair and mannefly bad him be gon, for he had no 
power there to at any thing, and there with all pulls oat his Patent ſealed' 
by the Biſhops Predeceffor, which like Perſexs ſhield with the Gorgoas head: 
frighted the poor Biſhop out of the Court. Where are you Parliament men. 
you great Sons of the Church ſo zealous for Epiſcopal Government, yet. 
ſuffer this principal part of it to be _ alienated and uſurped by — 

2 


Coy. 
If an unordained perſon take upon him to pray or preach, with what out- 
erics and ſevere Laws, and with great reaſon alſo, you fall upon him ; but: 
it an unordained perſon take upon him to judge , fentence , and excoms. 
municate Biſhops themſclves, you calmly-paſsit over, take no notice of 
it, Yon will anſwer me, The Biſhops themſelves pals it over, yea and: 
paſs it away from themſclves and theirſucceſſors for to gratihe their kinſ- 
men, or their friends; or perchance for worſe, why then ſhould you tir in 
it. Trulyin this you have rcaſon, and the balme moſt wholly light on 
them, who do not uſe all poſſhble endeavour and implore your alfiſtance 
allo to reftife this great abuſe, which ſubverts the main Pillarof the Church. 
Government, this is no Cercmonial matter , but the very ſubſtance of it, 
they ſtrain at. Gnatsand ſwallow Camels. For Chancellors to intermeddle 
in Probats of Wills, payment of Tythes, or any other temporal matters, 
there is- no ſcripture nor reaſon to condemn, but rather to condemn, Bi- 
ſhops, ſhould they interpole in ſuch matters-for which . they: have no -com- 
miſhon from Scripture, but rathera prohibition from that ſaying of our 
Svaiovr , Man who made me a judge or a divider over you? but then it will 
be neceſſary. that Chancellors have alſo powerof Temporal puniſhments, 
and not prophane that high and holy power in ſordid carthly things z cer-- 
tainly a greater prophanation than to convert a Church into a Chandlers 
Shop: the Church is a bulk ofcarthly materials and holy only by dedicati- 
on the power of its Keys is in its own nature and original: conſtitution 
ſpiritual and divine:. I UVzzz being no Levite ſuffered death for laying 
holdon the Sacred Ark of God to ſupport and hold it up, what ſhall 
he ſuffer who being no conſecrated perſon layes hold on the ſacred au- 
thority of Gnd to pull it. down from heaven to carth ?- Let them conſi- 


But let-not the Civilians for this account me an Enemy to their Profeſſion, 
which-no man honours -more, and I heartily wiſh much more of our Civil 
matters were commited to their management and judicature, The Civil- 
Law is that whereby moſt of the civilized W orld is govern'd, and it we 
will have commerce with them , *tis fit we ſhould have able Civilians to 
deal with them, which will neverbe unel(s they. have profitable and ho- 
nourabl places to encourage them for it 3 all rhat I beg of them is, that 
they would contain themſelves within theix own Sphear of aCtivity,and not 
intrude into ſpiritual and ſacred matters committed by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles tothe Prieſthood. And foI beg of Prieſts, that they would not: 
intermeddlc in Lay and Temporol officer. In the time of Popery when 
Spiritual and Temporal affairs were all intermingled and horribly confoun. 
ded, as the Pope took upon him Secular and Imperial authority , direQly 
contrary to the Word and Conſtitutions of Chrift,ſo the Biſhops and Prieſts 
under him intermeddled in all Secular Afairs and offices, and in this Na- 
tion. Biſhops were frequently Lord Keepers, Trcaſurers, Chict Juftices,. 

; 64 Viceo- 
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Vice-Royes , what not? which is ſtrangely un-Apoſtolical and unlawful, 
their vocation being wholly Spiritual , as Men choſen out of the World, 
ſhould have no more to do with it, than of meer neceſlity for food and ray- 
ment. Wherefore to take upon them any Lay-Office, which muſt needs take 
them off much from the Miniſtry of the Word and Prayer , is doubtleſs 
very ſinful : For As 6. we find the Apoſtles gave themſelves continually to 
theſe, and would not endure to have theſe interrupted by that charitable 
Office of taking, care for the Poor 3 certainly then they would have much 
leſs endured. yea, abominated to be taken off by-temporal and worldly OE 
fhces. And on this occaſion, let meſpeak a word to thoſe of the inferiour 
Clergy, who take upon them to ſtudy and practice Phyſick for hire , this 
mult necds be likewile ſinful,as taking them off from their ſpiritual employ=- 
ment; had they ſtudied Phyſick bikes they entered Holy Orders, and 
would after make uſe of their skitl among their poor Neighbours out of 
charity 3 this were commendable, but being entered on a ſpiritual and pa- 
ſtoral Charge, which requires the whole man, and more. to ſpend their 
time in this, or any other ſtudy not ſpiritua), is contrary to their voce. 
tion, and conſcquently {inful; and to do it for gain is ſordid, and unworthy 
their high and holy Calling. But Neceſſitss cogit ad t#rpia,. the mainte, 
nance of many Miniſters is fo ſmall, as it forces them even for food and 
rayment to ſeek it by other Employment, which may in ſome mea- 
ſure excuſe them, but mightily condemn thofe who ſhould provide better 
for them: Whether this belongs not to King and Parliament, I muſt humbly 
beleech themin Chriſtsname ſeriouſly to confider : I crave pardon for this 
(I hope uſeful ) Digretlion , and return to the Bufmeſs of Excommunt» 

Cation. 

This Sacred Anthority of Excommunication being committed by Chrift 
to the Apoſtles by them to their Succefſors, was uſed in weighty and 
very ſcandalous matters, very few examples of it in Sc*ipture ; The ince- 
Ruons Corinthian Hymenns and Alexander, ſcarce another clearly expreſt, 

The Apoſtles being fully guided by the Holy Ghoſt in all things, did ex. 

erciſe this power (ingly themſelvesz but the ſucceeding Biſhops, having 

not the Spirit of that full meafure,ufed the affiltance of the principal Cler- 

2y in their Dioceſs , that the a& might be more ſolemn and authentick; 

the perſon excommunicated , if he conceived the act injurious, appealed 

to one or more neighbouring Biſhops, who aſſembled together, and dif- 

culſing the matter, either confirmed or reverſed the A&,as they found cauſe; 

And {ometim:s the matter proceeded fo far as to cauſe an Aſſembly of the 
whole Province. Butcach Biſhop, or Prepoſitns (a5 St. Cyprian calls him, 

and declares, that he) was abſolute in his own Dioceſs to exerciſe his power, 

and none condemned for uſing, it, but only for abuling it contrary'to rea. 

ſon and conſcience 3: there were the only rules they proceeded by at fhrſt. 

Aﬀtcrwards when Biſhops on thisor other occaſions met-in Aﬀemblies Pro- 
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vincial or Genetal, they made it divers Canons, which paſſed for Rules and 
Laws to govern the Church by, which doubtleſs are very good helps tv 
bridle the extravagant pallions of particular Men, very apt in this cor- 
rupt age to prevaricatez yet I cannot conceive tiem fo far oblidging but 
new emergent circumltances may juſtly cauſe new and diffrent Decrees 
yet ſo, as every particular Bithop is oblidged for peace ſake to ſubmit to, 
-Or at leaſt to acquieſce in the General Decrce of that Nation where he lives, 
Hfaid, They are not bound entirely to ſubmit to the: Decrees of tormer 
Councils, either Provincial or General ; becauſe, as I have ſhewed before, 
all their Decrees arc humane, not Divinez and all humane Ecelcſiaſtical 
Laws are alterable, according to the tine and occalions by other General 
Councils. 

As to the bounds of each Biſhops Dioceſs, they were occaſioned ſeveral 
waycs : The Apoſiles for the better ſpreading of the Goſpel, Preach't it 
firlt in the principal Cities, which generally had great influence upon the 
adjacent parts, by reaſon that the occaſions of moſt call chem thither, 
and in theſe Cities they ſettled the chief Paſtors of the Church, with power 
to ordain Presbyters and Paſtors in other leſſer Cities and Towns round 
about.as theCongregations of theFaithful encreaſed;and all thoſe .Churches 
that were — , and Paſtors eſiabliſh't in them by theſe Apoſtolick Men 
in the chicf Cities (I humbly conceive in reverence of their worth and 
Apoſtolick authority ) were freely obſervant and ſubjze& to them , which 
afterwards out of cuſtom, grew into a kind of right challenged by their 
ſucceſſors, Sometimes the authority of the Paſtor or Biſhop of a City was 
enlarged according to the temporal authority of the ſame, it being the Mc- 
tropolitan of this or that Countrey ; for ſo we find in the Council of Nice, 
and other Councils, the chictclt and largeſt autherity given to the Biſhop 
of old Rome , .becauſc it was the firlt Imperial City, to Conſtantinople as the 
ſecond Imperial City, to Alexandriaas the chick City of that part of Africa, 
to Antioch, Jeruſalem , Epheſus , Corinth , Phillipi, &c. where you fee that 
though Ferxſalem were the firſt City from whence the Goſpel iſſued torth, 
Amntioch the ſecond City where the Goſpel was planted, and where the 
Faithful were firſt called Chriſtians; yet Reme,Conftantinople and Alexandria 
were preferred before them , and hadfar larger Jurifdictions fo that it isa 
meer humane temporal matter, and Men have no farther obligation to it 
in conſcience, than for Peace fake and Order , which in like manner obliges 
every Man to be ſubjc& to all Magiſtrates within their refpective Ju- 
rildidcions, | 

There arc yet two things more to be conſidered in this bufineſs, Firft, 
Where the Apoliles firſt planted the Goſpel in Cities with authority over 
the adjacent part, it was in rich populous Countrics, where Cities werc 
much nearer together than in theſe Northern parts, and the circait of each 


City was much lefs in compaſs, ſo that the Biſhop might well have the in- 
| I fpe&ion 
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pcion into all, and underſtand the bchaviour of each Paſtor under him, 
to admonith and chaltife when there was cauſe. Whereas with us partly 
by great diſtance of Cities , partly by the favour of former Princes, ſeveral 
Towns being caſt into one Dioccſs, they became lo large, as *tis impollible 
any one Bfhop ſhould have a ſufficient inſpc&ion into them, As I faid 
before of great Pariſhes to bere of Diocefſes , the Biſhop knows not the 
names nor faces of half,or a quarter of them, much leſs their behaviour , he 
may have as well a part” of France in his Dioceſs tv govern. And as for 
their Triennial and Circuity' Viſitations, they fignihe juſt nothing as to 
this, tis a meer money bulineſs topay procurations to the Biſhop , fees to 
Chancellors, Regiſters,6&c. the Biſhop indeed nſually makes a Speech unto 
them, and a Sermon is preach't by ſome one of them , whercin perchance 
ood Admonitions are given3z but what knowledge can the Biſhop by this 
have of thcir lives, or deQtrine, or- diligence ? Ifhe continue long there he 
may learn a few more names or faces, ſcarce any thing more. I humbly 
conceive this ought to be redreſſed, and the Dioceſs bronght into that com- 
paſs, that each Biſhop may be a Biſhop in Governmeat, as well as in Title 
and Authority over them . Bur if the Dioceſſes be divided leſs,and Biſhops 
inore encreaſed, where ſhall. we have maintenance for ſo many Biſhops, ſome 
having too little already ? When ever I ſhall ſee the Clergy of this Nation 
Congregated by his Majeſties Authority, re{Clved in good earneſt to reform 
and eſtabliſh all according to the holy Conſtitutions of the Primitive Times, 
and come-to-this laſt mentioned, contracting the bonds, and in number 
cncreafing the Dioccſfes,and Biſhops for them. Ile undertake to propoſe 
wayes both rational and conſgientious of providing convenient maintenanee 
for all; but I dcfire to beexcuſed” at preſent, leatt greedy Harpies make 

ill uſe of my zealous intentions. | , 
And ſo Iprocced to conſider a ſecond abuſe in Church Government, 
which is, Exempt Juriſdicions, a thing altogether unknown to Antiquity 
and brought in by Papal Tyranny. The Popes at the height of their uſurped 
dominion, taking upon themſelves to be head of the Chriftian Churches, to 
be the Univerſal Biſhop thereof, and all other to be but their Curates, took 
then upon them alſo,among other matters,to exempt from the power of any 
their under Biſhops whomſover they Pleaſed., And out of policy to have 
the more Creatures and Vaſſals- immediately depending on them in every 
Kingdom and Nation, to {tickle for them with Kings and Princes on all 
occafions,did for the moſt part excmpt all Monaſterics(who with their near 
Relations and Tenants madea great part of the Kingdom) from the Juriſ- 
diction of the Biſhop ; they excmptcd alſo ſeveral Deans and Chapterss, ſe- 
veral peculiar Chappels, ſeveral Arch-Deaconrics, and other, and ſome of 
theſs were endowed with Archicpiſcopal JuriſdiQion in their Precincts, 
wherein they ated whatever they pleaſed , without controul of any but 


thcir Popeſhips: All which would haye appeared a confaſcd madneſs in 
by Pri» 
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+ Primitive times, when for any perſon to have been out of the Jurisdi&ion 
of all Biſhops, was to have been quiteout of the Church, and would have 
been lookt upon as a Heathen and Infidel, according to the Primitive Pra- 
dice in all Ages, till Papal uſurpation, * And therefore all theſe Exempe 
Jurisdid&ions are meer Papal, and if duely examined, will be found oppoſite 
to the eſtabliſhed Laws of this Kingdom fince the reformation from Popery, 
as they are direly oppoſite to the Primitive Canons of the Church before 
. Popery was known or heard of. And by reaſon of theſe Exempt Jurisdictions 
ercat diſputes and great frauds ariſe bet ween the Biſhop and them, and the 
. poor Clergy arc ſo pild and poldby them both, that they areforc't togoin 
threadbare Coats, whillt the ſeveral Officers of both grow fat and fair by 
. fees extracted from thern, Wherefore I humbly conceive the Biſhops, with 
. the reſt of the Clergy are bound in conſcience to implore the Afﬀitiance of 
both Houſes of Parliament to Petition His Majeſty for the redreſs of theſe 
_ abuſes by Pjous Laws, Setling the Church Government in the Primitive 
purity and authority, which moſt evidently was very great, and as greatly 
reverenced, Biſhops being the perſons to whom Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
committed the Souls of Men, bought with the precious blood of Chriſt, 
to whom be glory, and to his holy Spouſe the Church, be all Sacred Au- 
thority for ever, Amen. © | 
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eA Charitable e Admontion to all Non- 
Conformiſts. 


| Y beloved in Chriſt, you ſee how earneſtly I have pleaded for you 

tothe Fathers and Governors of our Church, that they would gra* 
ciouſly condeſcend toabolifſh ſome Ceremonies in the Church, that they may 
receive you intoit 3 but yet I have no greathopes that they will hearken 
to me, you your ſelves ſor whom I plead, deſtroy my hope for they pre- 
{:ntly daſh me in the teeth ſaying, go rather and perſwade the Sons in duty 
to ſubmit to their Fathers, then Fathers to yield to Sons 3 and can you de- 
ny but of the two you are rather to ſubmit? You think to excuſe this by 
ſaying, Were it not againſt your Conſcience you would ſubmit,but you dare 
not for fear of diſpleaſing God, his holy Word forbids you; I beſecch you 
fhew me in his holy Word any one clear ſentence,againſt any one Ceremony 


commanded inour Church; you ſce plainly I am not biaft to any one Ce- 
- remony, 
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(65) | 
remony, and T am ſure I have read the Scripture all over ſeveral times, 
and ] humbly copceive *tis no pride of heart, if I think I underſtand 
Scripture as well as you 3 and tor my part I cannot find any one condemn» 
ing Sentence in Scriptnre, But you have the Spirit of God enlightening 
you, which I want 3 by this rule you may affirm any thing out of Scriprure, 
and I ſhould be as mad in diſputing againſt you, as you in affirming it 3 "tis 
madneſs tor a blind man (as you conceive me tobe) to diſputeof colours 
therefore if you are ſo void of all reaſon, as to expect your bare allirmation, 
that you have light, ought to convince all gain-ſaycrs, I ſhall not trouble 
my {clt or you, to gainſay you farther, but addrefs my felt to others, who 
ſoberly undertake toſhew me ſuch Texts, as an unbiaſt Chriſtian willin 
and d<firous toſubmit to all Scripture Truths (as 1 am ſure I am)) may hs 
cover the truth of them 3 and I delire thoſe ſober undertakers to ſhcw me, 
any ong ſuch clear Text to excuſe their non-conforming,as I ſhew them far - 
their conforming : Submzt your ſelves to evegy ordinance of man Ec. x Pet. 2. 
13. and, Obey them that bave the rule over you, and ſubmit, Heb. 13.17. Theſe 
arc as clear as the Sun, that you ought to obey ; Now if the T ext you bring 
be not ſo clear but doubtful, I beſeech you is your-conſcience ſo bold againſt 
aclear Text, and ſo timerousat a doubtful Text, is this religion or reaſon? 
is it not apparently wilfuſneſs and fadbion ? L beſeech you my Brethren, take 
heed of thus difſembling with God and the world, or take hced of giving 
your ſelves up to thele delulions of a miſtaken ſpirit. Humility and Obe- 
dicnce are evident marks of the Spirit z Learn of me, Gith Chriſt, Math.1 x. 
29. for Jam meek and lowly in Heart : God reſiſteth the proud, and giveth grace 
to the humble. Wherefore L I beſeech you, hiſt, put on the Lord Jeſus with all 
humility, that he may give-you the grace of his holy Spirit, to diſcern clear 
Truths, from conceited fanciful errors, Secondly, I beſecch you conſider, 
whether of the two it be not fafer toerrein the way of Humility, then 
to crre in the way of Pride, which makes it doubly damnable, void of all 
excule (I ſay this becauſe you think or pretend to think our way erroni- 
ous, not that I have any ſuch thought or doubt) whereas the Humble Soul 
hath great excuſe to plead 3 and if Charity cover a multitude of Sins,fure 
Humility will cover ſome a Soul clothed with Humility cawt eafily be 
diſpleaſing to our humble Saviour z but clothed with pride, can ſcarce be 
acceptable, but rather hateful, like the proud Phariſce, with all his enu- 
incrated Virtuesz and my Brethren, *tis moſt evident your ſpirit fa- 


vours ſomewhat of the Phariſce, magnifying your own holineſs, and _ 


deſpiſing all others as Publicans and Siuners, and refufing all communi- 
on with them whereas the Holy of Holies, our Lord Jeſus, choſe chiefly 
* to converſe with ſuch; really I can't but think your cafe very dangerous 
on this account only, were there no more to accuſe you of, Thirdly, I be- 
ſcech youto conſider the great miſchict you bring upon this Church and 
Nation by your ſeparation from the Church 3 You pretend to be —_— 
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Zelots againſt Popery, and yet give me leave to ſay, Your indifcrcet dif. 


obedient Zcal mainly brings it in ; your ſeparation, and many following 
diviſions, have cauſed many to abhor our Church, and turn to Popery,and 
doubtleſs you are to give an account to God for the ruine of thoſe Souls; 
| for I cannever yield that you have any reaſonable and true conſcientious 
"cauſe of feparation,but mcerly miſtaken-rcaſon and conſcience, which I much 
pity, but no way 2pprove 3 and therefore I muſt lay the advance of Popery 
_ toyour charge, to your ſeparation, for Lam ſure tis the main ſnare where. 
with they catch unttable Souls, perſwading, them our Church is not guided 
by the Spirit of Truth, ſceing it is confounded by the ſpirit of diviſion, 
it cannot be of God who is both Verity and Unity. Now though it be well 
known to the Learned, that their Church hath neither Verity nor Unity,yet 
this is not diſcernable to weak Souls, eſpecially here in this Country, where 
their Church is under a cloud, and therefore their foul ſpots nothing fo vi. 
ſible as abroad, where it walksbarcfaced, but arc here by their Prieſts either 
with great confidence deny'd, or with great cunning diſguiſed. Wherefore 
again I moſt carnefily and moſt humbly beſeech you for Jeſus ſake, put on 
our Lord Jeſus in all humility and obedience, ſfabmitting your ſelves to the 
Ordinances of thoſe Superiours and Powers which God hath ſet over you; 
and if out of micer humility and ob&flience you conform, though you were 
guilty of fomeerror therein(I am confident there is none,yet were it ſo)my 
Soul for yours. thatguilt ſhall never be laid to your charge by our moſi 
Gracious Saviour, and moſt mereifu] Judge Chriſt Jelus our Lord : to whom 
be all honour and glory for ever. Amen. 


